
Lesson 12a 

Power for Service 
TEXT Acts 1 :4,8; 2:1-6, 14-18 

OBJECTIVE The students will be able to explain what power for ser
vice is and how to receive this blessing. 

MEMORY VERSE Ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is 
come upon you. - Acts 1 :8 

MEMORY VERSE SONG 

Ye shall receive pow_er, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you. 

Ye shall receive power. 

MEMORY VERSE IN ACTION 
YE - Point to others. 
SHALL RECEIVE POWER - With right hand feel mus
cle of flexed left arm. 
AFTER THAT THE HOLY GHOST - Raise both hands 
above head, palms in, looking up. 
IS COME UPON YOU - Bring hands down over head 
and shoulders, wiggling fingers. 

MEMORY VERSE VISUALIZED 
Cut into sections the praying figure, cloud, and base. 
(See pattern at end of lesson.) Display the verse a sec
tion at a time as your students learn each portion. 

BIBLE LESSON OUTLINE 
Introduction: Show your class a circle which you have 
cut into three equal sections, but hold back one of the 
sections. Label the two portions you have displayed 
with the words "Salvation" and "Sanctification." Point 
out that it appears something is missing to make a 
complete circle. This is the special blessing God has 
provided which you will be talking about today: the Bap
tism of the Holy Spirit. Show the third piece, which is 
labeled with those words. 
1. In His last meeting with His disciples on this earth, 
Jesus commanded them to tarry in Jerusalem until they 
received this special blessing. 
2. The Holy Spirit would give them power to become 
effective witnesses for Christ in all parts of the earth. 
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Acts one verse eight 

3. On the Day of Pentecost, the disciples were 
gathered together and were in one accord (sanctified). 
Climax: They were filled with the Holy Spirit and began 
to speak with other tongues as a witness to this. 
Conclusion: Peter confirmed to the multitude that this 
was a fulfillment of Joel's prophecy. This special anoint
ing of power for service is available today for the one 
who is saved and sanctified. 
Response: The students will be able to describe the 
special blessing which was received on the Day of 
Pentecost. They will be able to tell what the experience 
does for the one who receives it. 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
Jesus Christ was crucified on the day of the Passover 
feast. The next great festival on the Jewish calendar 
was the Feast of Weeks, or Pentecost, meaning fiftieth, 
because it was exactly 50 days after Passover. It was a 
time when Israel was to gather at Jerusalem, rejoice in 
the Lord, and give freewill offerings in thanksgiving for 
the harvest (Deuteronomy 16:9-12). It was also as
sociated with the giving of the Law to Moses which 
happened 50 days after the nation left Egypt. 

The Lord chose this day to begin a new era in His deal
ings with man. In the Old Testament the Holy Spirit 
came upon special men in order to accomplish specific 
tasks. (Judges 13:25; 14:6; I Samuel 16:13; Ezekiel 
3:12) Now, as God had promised (Jeremiah 31 :33; 
Ezekiel 11 :19; 36:27; Joel 2:28; Mark 1 :8; and John 
15:26) He was sending the Holy Spirit, the third Person 




