
Lesson 11a 

Zacchceus 
TEXT Luke 19:1-10 

OBJECTIVE The students will know that how God made a dramatic 
change in the life of Zacchceus, and will be able to ex
plain that Jesus has power to forgive our sins also. 

MEMORY VERSE For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that 
which was lost. - Luke 19:10 
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MEMORY VERSE IN ACTION 
FOR THE SON OF MAN - Put right middle finger to 
left palm, left middle finger to right palm. 
IS COME - Extend right hand, palm up, move toward 
body (beckoning). 
TO SEEK AND TO SAVE - Place hand over eye
brows, turn head side to side (looking). 
THAT WHICH WAS LOST - Draw a cross in the air 
with cupped hand. 

MEMORY VERSE VISUALIZED 
Cut apart the pieces which show Jesus, a base, and a 
group of people. (See pattern at end of lesson.) Display 
the verse a portion at a time as your students learn the 
verse. 

BIBLE LESSON OUTLINE 
Introduction: Bring a number of pairs of pictures illus
trating a great change: child/adult, black/white sheet of 
paper, caterpillar/butterfly, etc. Discuss the change 
which took place in each case. Then tell your class that 
your story today illustrates the greatest change of all. 
1. A small man named Zacchceus, who was a tax col
lector, desired to see Jesus when He passed through 
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Jericho, but he could not see over the crowd because 
of his size. 
2. He ran ahead and climbed into a sycomore tree, 
hoping for a vantage point from which he could observe 
Jesus. 
3. When Jesus came by, he looked up into the tree 
and called Zacchceus by name, telling him to come 
down from the tree. 
4. Jesus announced that he would go to Zacchceus' 
house. 
Climax: Zacchceus experienced a miraculous change 
in his heart when he came down from the tree, receiv
ing the Lord joyfully. 
Conclusion: Zacchceus' conversion was evidenced by 
his desire to repay fourfold all that he had wrongfully 
taken, and to give half of his goods to the poor. 
Response: Your students will be able to describe the 
miracle that takes place through God's power at con
version, by relating the story of Zacchceus. 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
Zacchceus, being a publican, was a man that had 
known the scorn of many people. A publican was a tax 
collector for the Roman government. The Roman Sen-




