
Lesson 4c 

The Angels and Shepherds 
TEXT Luke 2:8-20 

SUPPLEMENTAL SCRIPTURES Matthew 18:10; Acts 27:23,24; Hebrews 1:13,14 

OBJECTIVE The students will be able to tell the method by which 
God made the announcement of the Savior's birth. 
They will further be able to describe the action taken by 
the Shepherds who received the announcement. 

MEMORY VERSE Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great 
joy, which shall be to all people. - Luke 2:1 O 

MEMORY VERSE SONG 
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MEMORY VERSE IN ACTION 
FEAR NOT - afraid, hands up to face 
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FOR BEHOLD - hand cupped around mouth 
I BRING YOU GOOD TIDINGS - fingertips on mouth 
moving out to both sides with smile on your face 
OF GREAT JOY - clap hands 
WHICH SHALL BE TO ALL PEOPLE - point around 
the room 

MEMORY VERSE VISUALIZED 
Cut apart the angel making the announcement. (See 
pattern at the end of this lesson.) Put up the puzzle, a 
piece at a time as the students learn the verse. 

BIBLE LESSON OUTLINE 
Introduction: Briefly describe the setting of the Judrean 
hillside. Hand out the picture of the shepherds looking 
into the sky (see Patterns) and let the students fill in the 
facial expression on each face. 
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of great joy. 

Progression of events: 
1. Review last week's account of Jesus' birth. 
2. God chose a dramatic way to make the announce
ment to mankind - the appearance of the angels. 
3. Explain the angel's message. 
4. Explore the probable emotions of the shepherds. 
Climax: They left their sheep and hurried to Bethlehem. 
Conclusion: The shepherds believed, and so saw the 
Baby Jesus with their own eyes. 
Response: Your students will be able to explain the 
good news brought by the angels and tell how the 
shepherds responded. 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
Although we think of Abraham and David as mighty 
men and rulers, they were also in fact, shepherds. Just 
as God had announced to those Old Testament 
shepherds His plan to bring forth a Savior, on this first 
Christmas He chose humble shepherds of Bethlehem 
to hear His message. Although Christ's entrance into 

11 




