A Good Choice

Lauri curled up in the corner of the
couch with the open Bible storybook
on her lap. She was going to read one
of her favorite Bible stories.

“What story did you choose for
tonight, Honey?” asked Lauri’s
mother.

“m going to read about Queen
Esther. I think it’s so wonderful how
she was chosen to be queen. There
were probably a lot of other girls who
were hoping they would be chosen.”
Then Lauri asked, “Do you know why
I chose this story?”

“No, I don’t. But I’'m sure you have
some special reason,” said her mother.

“You’re right. For our Sunday school
project we are supposed to choose a
Bible character and tell how God used
that person. We are also supposed to
tell why that person was chosen by
God. We need to tell if they were brave
or loyal or obedient or other things
like that. I think I'll tell the story of
Esther.”

“That would be a good one, Lauri,”
said her mother.

“Mom, will you help me make a list
of some of the things about Esther’s
life. I will need to tell the reason she
was chosen to be queen. I know she
was beautiful, but . . .” Lauri wrinkled
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her nose and sighed. “There were
probably lots of beautiful women, so
that can’t be the only reason. Why do
you think Esther was chosen by the
king?”

“Well, the Bible tells us that the king
loved Esther more than any of the
other women. But more than that, I
think it was part of God’s plan. He
wanted her to be chosen. She had been
brought up to know and to love the
God of Israel. God knew He could trust
her.”

Lauri nodded her head. “Yes, and
after she became queen, a wicked man
named Haman tried to have all the
Jewish people killed! Esther went to
the king about it.”

“That took courage, didn’t it?” her
mother went on. “Who told her to go to
the king?”

“I know that answer,” Lauri smiled.
“Her cousin, Mordecai! And Esther
obeyed him, even if she was scared.”

“Yes,” Lauri’s mother replied, “and
that was important. So we can see
that Esther was faithful to her God
and loyal to her own people. She was
also courageous and obedient. God
still looks for these special qualities in
people today. Does this help to answer
your question about why Esther was
chosen to be queen?”

“Yes,” Lauri answered. “I think both
God and the king knew that Esther
was special.”

Scrambled Words

Unscramble these two words to find the name of the lady in today’s lesson.
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Preparing for This Bible Lesson

Parent’s Corner

The dramatic story of Esther’s courage in
risking her life to go before the king on
behalf of her people is the subject of this
lesson. Your child will learn that Esther’s
unselfish regard for others made her a per-
son God could use to preserve His people.

Review the story with your child and
then, together, plan a menu that Esther
might have used for her banquet for the
king. Let your child design a napkin and a
place mat for the occasion.

If your child wishes, let him make a
matching “crown” for his father or other
family member, and let that person use the
napkin and place mat at your evening meal.
Encourage your child to retell the story as
an explanation at the dinner table.

Time Together for
Family Devotions

Verses to help your child
understand this Bible lesson.

SUNDAY: Psalm 97:10
MONDAY: Mark 12:31
TUESDAY: John 15:13
WEDNESDAY: Romans 5:7
THURSDAY: 1IJohn 4:21
FRIDAY: IJohn 4:18
SATURDAY: Philippians 2:4

Bible Text

Esther 2:8-11,15-20; 4:4-9,12-17,
7:1-6; 8:1-8

Memory Verse

Ye that love the LORD, hate evil. — Psalm 97:10
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Twice Hidden

Each word in the list is hidden twice in the puzzle. Find and circle all of them.

Name:
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