Learning an Important Lesson

“Hi, Mom. I'm home,” Tricia called.

“Hi, Honey,” her mother answered.
“How was your day at school?”

“Not too great,” Tricia replied sadly
as she took off her jacket. “I didn’t get
a very good grade on my reading test.”

Her mother looked puzzled. “Really?
What was the problem? We went over
all that material last night and I
thought you seemed to know it.”

Tricia sighed. “Well, the biggest
problem was that I didn’t follow the
instructions. On the last part of the
test, Mrs. Cooper gave five questions.
I was supposed to answer each
question with a complete sentence.

Instead, I just wrote one word
answers so I could finish faster. Mrs.
Cooper gave me a zero on that part.”

Tricia’s Mom hugged her gently. “I'm
sorry, Tricia. I know this test was an
important part of your grade and you
did study hard for it. But do you think
you have learned a lesson from this?”

“Yeah . . .” Tricia said thoughtfully.
“I'm learning that you really do have
to follow directions if you want things
to come out right. I should have
already learned that by now.
Remember how mixed up I got on my
piano lesson last week just because I
didn’t follow the instructions?”
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Her mother smiled and motioned for
Tricia to sit down at the table where
she had placed a plate of cookies. “I
think you are getting the idea, Tricia.
It is an important lesson to learn,
because not following directions can
hurt us in serving God also.”

“What do you mean?” Tricia asked.

“God’s Word is full of instructions for
us,” her mother replied. “When we
don’t do what He says, we miss out on
the blessings He has promised.”

Tricia grinned and said, “Mom, our
Sunday school lesson this Sunday was

the perfect example of that! It was
about Cain and Abel. They both knew
how they should make an offering to
God. Abel followed the instructions
but Cain didn’t. God accepted the
offering that Abel made because he
did it the way God wanted it done.
Cain’s offering was refused.”

Tricia paused and thought a little
more. “I'm really going to pay
attention to God’s Word and do what
He says. If I do that, God will help me
remember to follow other instructions
too.”

What Was in Their Hearts?

Draw a line from Cain and Abel to the different things that were in their hearts.
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Preparing for This Bible Lesson

Parent’s Corner

One of the things a child must learn is
the importance of obedience. That is the
subject of this lesson which begins our unit
entitled, “Let’s Do It God’s Way.”

To illustrate to your child why obedience
is important, do a project together in which
he must follow your directions exactly in or-
der to achieve the desired results. Guide
him through the process of making Very
Berry Milk Punch. In a blender, combine 1
cup of milk, an 8-ounce container of vanilla
yogurt, 6 strawberries, 2 teaspoons of
honey, and 4 ice cubes. Cover and blend un-
til all the ice pieces are gone. Pour into
glasses.

As you enjoy your punch together, talk
about what would have happened if butter-
milk had been used instead of regular milk.
What if salt had been added instead of
honey? Stress the importance of obedience,
because this is God’s way.

Time Together for
Family Devotions

Verses to help your child
understand this Bible lesson.

SUNDAY: Acts 5:29
MONDAY: Exodus 19:5
TUESDAY: Matthew 12:50
WEDNESDAY: John 14:23
THURSDAY: I Peter 1:22
FRIDAY: dJob 36:11,12
SATURDAY: Romans 6:16

Bible Text

Genesis 4:1-7

Memory Verse

We ought to obey God rather than men. — Acts 5:29
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Two Brothers

Fill in the blank lines with the correct words from the word box. Each word will
be used twice.

Abel Farmer Shepherd

was the eldest son of Adam and Eve.

was Cain’s brother.

. Abel was a

. A takes care of sheep.

. Cain was a

. A grows grain in his field.

did not love God.

. loved God.

Name:
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