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Learning a Lesson

It was a sunny Saturday afternoon.
Ruthie was bored.

“Let’s go to the zoo,” she suggested
to her two smaller brothers. “We can
ask Mom if she will walk up there
with us.” -

It was fun living so close to the big
park and zoo. It took only ten minutes
to walk there from home. Soon,
Ruthie, Brian, and Stevie arrived at
the zoo. They each ran to watch a
favorite animal. Stevie liked the otter
best. Ruthie enjoyed watching the tiny
groundhogs going in and out of their
network of tunnels. They could
disappear so fast and then suddenly

appear at the other side of their small
mound.

“Look over here!” exclaimed Brian.
He was standing by Bill’s cage. Bill
was Brian’s favorite animal, an ornery
old chimpanzee who was always
grumpy.

The three children watched as the
zookeeper fed the old animal and the
other chimp who shared the cage. He
put the food on the floor of the big
cage. Bill acted like he was afraid that
the other chimp would get part of the
food. Bill grabbed as much as he could
as fast as he could. He stuffed an
apple into his mouth, jammed two
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bananas under one arm and a big
bunch of carrots under the other. Then
he ran over to the food by the other
chimp and grabbed a loaf of bread
with one hand. Just as he was about to
pick up a bunch of grapes with the
other, he noticed a piece of lettuce the
other chimp was holding. The greedy
animal snatched the lettuce, slapping
it on the top of his head. Then he
picked up the grapes and ran to the
corner of his cage, starting to eat even
while he ran.

How the children laughed!

“Look at him,” said Ruthie. “He is so
selfish he can’t even enjoy eating, his
mouth is so full. He just had to have it

all, even the food that belonged to the
other chimp in there!”

Just then Mom came over to where
the children were. They pointed to old
Bill sitting alone in the corner, looking
around to see if there was any more
food he could grab. “Look how
unhappy Bill is,” said Ruthie. “That’s
a good example of coveting. He wants
things only for himself.”

“That’s right,” said Mom. “And if you
ever think that in order to be happy
you must have something that isn’t
yours, just remember old Bill. Jesus
teaches us that we must be content
with what we have. Let’s learn a
lesson from this greedy old chimp!”

Crossword

Read the sentences below and choose the correct word from the list. Write each

word in the correct place on the grid.

DOWN

1. To want things that are not
yours.

2. A joyful feeling.

ACROSS

3. To take things without pay-
ing for them.

4. To do what you are told.
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Preparing for This Bible Lesson

Parent’s Corner

In this lesson, we will learn that God’s
Word very clearly instructs us that we are
not to covet or take that which does not be-
long to us.

To reinforce this thought in your child’s
mind, invent a fictional character named
“Stealing Sam” who comes to visit your
family from time to time. (Make up another
name if you have a real Sam in the family.)
Give him characteristics such as hair color,
age, etc. His one outstanding character
flaw is that he wants things that belong to
others, and sometimes takes them. With
the help of your children and spouse, make
up stories about Stealing Sam. These sto-
ries can become a regular part of traveling
times, family times, and bedtimes. Keep
them short—one incident per story—but
make them as vivid as possible.

At the end of each story, discuss: Why
does he want what belongs to others? Why
does he steal? What happens when he
steals? What might have happened if he
had not stolen? How can Sam be helped?

Time Together for
Family Devotions

Verses to help your child
understand this Bible lesson.

SUNDAY: Hebrews 13:5
MONDAY: Luke 12:15
TUESDAY: Ephesians 4:28
WEDNESDAY: Proverbs 15:16
THURSDAY: Leviticus 19:11
FRIDAY: Philippians 4:11
SATURDAY: Luke 12:28

Bible Text

Exodus 20:15,17
I Timothy 6:6-8

Memory Verse

Be content with such things as ye have. — Hebrews 13:5
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Don’t Be Greedy

Write the first letter of each picture in the box below that picture. You will
discover a very important rule for everybody.
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