Lesson 14c

God Said No!

“It looks like one of those cars went

“But I've been praying and praying
to go fishing with Sam and his dad,”
David said as he tossed the ball to his
father. “And I've even hinted to Sam
that I want to go. Why won’t God
answer my prayer?”

Suddenly a loud squeal of brakes
split the air. Crash! David and his
father raced around the side of the
house. Doors slammed and people
came running from all directions to
see what had happened. Down at the
corner of the block two cars had
crashed into each other.

David felt his father’s hand on his
shoulder. He looked up and asked,
“Dad, what happened?”

through a red light,” his dad
answered. “The driver must not have
been paying attention. Or maybe he
thought it would be okay for him to
disobey just this one time. He should
have stopped, but he didn’t.”

“Wow, what a mess!” David said.
“Look at the side of the blue car. It’s all
smashed in and the window is broken.
And the other car looks even worse. I
hope nobody is hurt.” He and his dad
watched as a police car pulled up. An
officer started to direct traffic around
the two wrecked cars.

David and his father walked back to
their house. They sat down on the
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steps of the back porch and were quiet
for a while. Then David said, “That
was a pretty bad accident, wasn’t it,
Dad?”

“Yes, it was,” said his dad. “That
driver should have stopped for the red
light. The traffic signal was placed
there to help protect people from
accidents such as this. You know, Son,
a little while ago you asked me why
God won’t answer your prayer. I think
He has answered you and you just
weren’t listening. God probably said
no.”
“But what’s the problem? Why
wouldn’t God want me to go fishing?”
David asked. “There’s nothing wrong
with fishing! I can’t see why He would
say no to me.”

“No, there’s nothing wrong with

fishing. There’s nothing wrong with
driving a car either. But the man who
went through the red light knew the
traffic signal said stop, and he didn’t
obey. Now he probably wishes he had.
That signal was put at the corner for a
good reason.

“We don’t always understand why
God says no to us, but we can be sure
it is for a good reason too. And God
doesn’t always say no to some people
and yes to others,” David’s dad
continued. “Did you know that once
He even said no to His very own Son,
Jesus? It was the time when Jesus
prayed in the Garden of Gethsemane.
When Jesus ended His prayer He said
that He would do whatever God
wanted, even if God said no to Him.
Aren’t you glad that Jesus obeyed?”

Color the Dots

Color the spaces that have dots inside. You will see the answer God gave to Jesus.
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Preparing for This Bible Lesson

Parent’s Corner

Our text for this lesson relates how Jesus
prayed in the Garden of Gethsemane. He
asked God to spare His life if it were God’s
will, yet He was willing to die if necessary.
God answered Jesus’ prayer with a no be-
cause God had a plan by which to save sin-
ners. We realize this subject must be
handled very gently with a child. If your
child is afraid of the subject of death, stress
that God said no to Jesus so we could all go
to Heaven. Everything in Heaven is perfect,
and everyone there feels good and is happy
all the time.

Try to help your child see that sometimes
God must answer no when we ask for some-
thing. He knows what is best for us. To il-
lustrate this, tell some simple stories on
your child’s level: a mother’s response to a
child’s wanting to cross a busy street alone,
to a child’s requesting a bowl of ice cream
right before dinner, etc.

Pose some hypothetical situations and
ask your child to provide a response for
them. Help him see that the answer cannot
always be yes.

Time Together for
Family Devotions

Verses to help your child
understand this Bible lesson.

SUNDAY: II Corinthians 12:9
MONDAY: Deuteronomy 32:4
TUESDAY: Exodus 33:18-20
WEDNESDAY: James 4:3
THURSDAY: James 1:6,7
FRIDAY: Ecclesiastes 3:14
SATURDAY: Deuteronomy 3:24-26

Bible Text

Matthew 26:36-46

Memory Verse

My grace is sufficient for thee. — II Corinthians 12:9
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The Right Answer

Circle the things below to which your parents would probably say no.

It is 4 o’clock and you want some candy.

o
Your friends ask you to play ball in the street. % %

You want dessert after dinner.

A
You want to walk outdoors alone at night. a &jﬁ {3

You want to read books at the library.

A
, A
You want to open your gifts on your birthday. .i'

% % A stranger wants to talk to you.

God loves us very much. Sometimes He has to

say no because it is best for us.
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