
Neri hesitated. He was going to 
God's house to ask for forgiveness. 
Could he refuse to give to someone 

else, and expect God to give to him? 
Reaching into his pouch, he drew out a 
handful of coins and dropped them 
before the beggar. 

Inside the Temple, Levi chose a spot 

where everyone would see him. 

Raising his hands, he began his 
carefully prepared prayer. He spoke 
loudly and reminded God of all the 

good he had done. Noticing through 

half-shut eyes that the publican had 
also entered, he thanked God that he 
was not like that person. When he was 

sure that he had been seen by those 

about him, Levi lowered his hands and 

moved slowly out of the Temple. 

Neri's prayer was different. He 
found a place where few would notice 
him. Kneeling down, he cried out to 
God. "Lord, be merciful to me a 

sinner!" He was sorry for all the wrong 

he had done. "Forgive me." Neri did 
not notice when the Pharisee left. He 
thought only of God. 

Suddenly great peace came into his 

heart. In an instant the sadness went 
away. He felt new and clean inside. 
Could it be that God had heard his 

prayer? Yes, yes! T hat must be this 
great joy he was feeling. Humbly he 
again bowed his head. "Oh, God of 
Heaven, I thank You!" 

Two men went to the Temple that 

day. Two men left. Whose prayer did 

God hear? 

Color the Spaces 
Color all the spaces that have a dot in them. 

Find out how you should be when you pray to God. 




