








Profile
of an
Effective
Teacher

1An effective teacher plans and prays about
each lesson.

, 2 He prays for his class as a group and for each
. member individually.

3 He gets new ideas from God for ways in which
he can impart the lesson to his students.

4. enjoys his students and shows by his
speech and action that he enjoys them.

5 He knows each student, where he lives, how
many are in his family, where he goes to school,
his likes and dislikes, and what his needs are.

6 He accepts each student as he is, aiming to
guide him in becoming a new person in Christ.



We all want to be effective
Sunday school teachers. Here
are a few suggestions that will
help us evaluate how we are
doing. How about it? Do you see
some pointers that might help
you improve your teaching

techniques?

1 He visits in his students’ homes and becomes

acquainted with the students’ parents, thus

showing them that he really cares about their
child.

8 He tells his students about other church
activities that they should participate in, such as
Young People’s meetings.

9 He attends Round Table, and also willingly
participates in other Sunday school and depart-
mental functions.

10 He remembers his students’ birthdays and
special days, making his students feel important.

11 He finds ways to stress major points in an
understandable manner, relating them to the
specific age and interests of his students.

12 He explores new ways of teaching, always
evaluating and adapting his methods as different
ways of teaching come to mind.

1 3 He incorporates variety so that his students
are not always sure what is coming next as the
class time proceeds.

Remember, Spirit-filled teaching is quick and
powerful. Creative and varied methods may help
us to get the point across, but we must depend
on the Holy Spirit to anoint our words and help
our students be receptive to them. Without the
blessing of God, the most carefully prepared les-
son will have little effect. But we have that won-
derful promise of the Holy Spirit’s help in John
14:26, “He shall teach you all things, and bring all
things to your remembrance, whatsoever | have
said unto you.” In asking for His presence and
help in teaching our Sunday school classes, we
may be sure that we are in the will of God.



BULLETIN BOARD

BULLETIN BOARDS are a definite “plus” in the
classroom, regardless of the age group you
teach. Some teachers make the mistake of
thinking that the bulletin board is insignificant,
and that it doesn’t really matter what is dis-
played on it. But if you want to stimulate your
class by a comfortable and interesting environ-
ment, how you decorate your bulletin board is
an important factor.

Sometimes the department supervisor will
ask the teachers to decorate in a certain way,
but there may be times when you are expected
to decorate on your own. And frustration can
mount as you attempt to come up with ideas! In
fact, one of the first questions a Sunday school
teacher usually asks about bulletin boards is,
“Where can | get ideas?” There are ideas all
around you, and you will find that your creativity
increases dramatically once you train yourself
to be continually on the alert for them. Try look-
ing at magazines, mail advertisements, greeting
cards, posters, calendars, and children’s color-
ing books. Visit school libraries and classrooms,
and make sketches of their ideas. Go to a
teacher’s supply store for ready-made borders,
backgrounds, letters, and stencils.

Remember that the students in your class
might like to be involved. Consider having your
students help you when it comes time to deco-
rate. Use this opportunity to increase their inter-
est in the classroom, and at the same time you
will be saying, “You and your work deserve a
place of honor.” Older students may be divided
into teams and given the responsibility of deco-
rating at assigned times. Following are possible
ideas that encourage student involvement.

» Display their handiwork on a blank wall, using
a border, caption, or additional decorations to
tie it all together.

* Encourage students to bring seasonal or na-
ture items to display such as flowers, fall
leaves, fresh fruits and vegetables, seashells,
driftwood, or rocks.

* Ask them to bring magazine pictures or news
items having to do with your session topic,
and display them.

» Have a poster corner where students can take
turns bringing and displaying an appropriate
poster for one month.

* Whenever possible, use your students' photo-
graphs and their names in your bulletin board
decorations.



As a good teacher, you will want to create
the very best learning atmosphere in your class-
room. In order to achieve that goal, an environ-
ment where the students are comfortable but
not bored is a must! The decor of the classroom
must continually be fresh and new. Ideally,
decorating should coincide with the theme of the
quarter being studied, or represent the seasons
of the year.

The following seasonal suggestions may
provide some ideas.

FALL

Harvest

Apple trees

Thanksgiving

School bells or books (back to school)

Real or paper leaves in fall colors

Fall pictures

Squirrels and acorns

Cornucopia with pumpkins, gourds, Indian corn

WINTER

Christmas decorations
New Year’s decorations
Valentine decorations
Winter pictures

Snow scenes
Snowflakes
Sleds

SPRING

Kites

Rainbows

Umbrellas, raincoats and boots
Pussy willows

Birds

Easter decorations

Large paper flowers

Baby animals

Mother's and Father's Day
Tulips and daffodils
Butterflies

SUMMER

Barefoot boys in straw hats
White clouds

Baseball and picnics

Hiking, swimming, fishing, etc.
Ocean scenes

Shells, sand buckets and shovels
Summer flowers

Strawberries

Independence Day decorations



















































SUPPLEMENTAL QUESTIONS

Why did the Wise Men want to find Jesus, the “King of
the Jews™?

Why do people seek Jesus today?

The Wise Men relied on the star as a sign to find Jesus.
What are the “stars” that can guide people to Christ?

What “star” guided you to Christ?
How can we find Jesus today?
Why were the Wise Men considered wise?

Do you think that journey was easy? If not, why do you
think they didn’t change their minds and turn back?

Why is it helpful to follow Jesus in our day?

What gift can you give Jesus, and how can you use it to
serve Him?

In the story in the ANSWER, what news caused surprise
when the Wise Men shared it?

THINGS TO DO

The Wise Men brought gifts for Jesus. What can we

give Him? Bring several gift-wrapped packages to class
(containing items like coins, a watch, tracts, etc.). As
each student chooses and opens one, have him or her
describe what the gift represents (e.g., coins: our re-
sources; watch: our time; a kneeling figure: prayer; tracts
or church invitations: service).

Have your students help you list some of the obstacles
or challenges the Wise Men might have faced: dust,
heat, a long journey, finding food and lodging, trouble
with Herod, receiving no response from the people of
Jerusalem, etc. Then, create a list combining these with
the obstacles we might face in reaching our own goal:
Heaven.

Decorate your bulletin board by cutting out stars and
placing them around the board. At the top, display the
words: “WHICH ‘STAR’ DO YOU FOLLOW?” Place a
star featuring a picture of Jesus in the center. On the
other stars, place images representing things like money,
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sports, etc. Explain that only Christ gives eternal happi-
ness, while all other things offer only temporary happi-
ness. You can also use this idea without a bulletin board;
simply mount the images on cardstock and use them as
visual aids.

If you buy Christmas gifts for your students, hide them
around the classroom and have the students search for
them during the lesson. Clues could be placed under
chairs, behind a picture on the bulletin board, etc. Once
the students have found their gifts, draw a comparison
between their search and the Wise Men’s search for the
greatest gift of all: Jesus.

Assignment: Imagine you are one of the Wise Men
following the star on the journey to find Jesus. Write a
journal entry explaining how you felt. What do you think
about the star? How did you feel when you saw Jesus?
What motivates you to continue the journey? Be pre-
pared to share your notes with the rest of the class.

Answers for ANSWER

Great Joy!

The Bible tells us that when the wise men saw the star they rejoiced with exceeding
great joy. Do you know what else they did? To find out you must decide if the state-
ments below are true or false. Color the T's after each sentence if the statement is true
or color the F's if the statement is false. Fill in the blank lines at the bottom of the page
with the letters you discover.

1. They saw His star in the east. JFF 7. They gave Him gifts.
N ' FF
—_— F
— i:;\ FFFF
F FFFF
T
2. They found Him in Bethlehem. &= 8. They were warned in a dream. F
F
F
FFFF
" FFFF
3. They saw the young Child. F 9. They returned to the king.
F
F
F
F
4. The Child was in a manger. 10. They departed to their own =
country.

5. The Child was with His FF|
mother. FF
FFI
FF
6. They fell down and worship- F
ped Him. FFFF
FF|FF
FFfFF






























































































































