
THE FOOLISHNESS OF 
MAKING EXCUSES

 LESSON 177 → Luke 14:16-24

My Dear Brother: 
I write in haste to you this day 
about a matter of great urgency to 
yourself and those of your region 

with whom you have dealings.
It has been brought to my attention that a certain 
nobleman, Lord Jehuel, will soon be in your 
area. He is apparently well known in royal cir-
cles. Furthermore, it has recently been made 
known to me that he is held in great regard by 
the ruler himself. Ah, that I had known this 
important fact sooner! But I must not get ahead 
of myself in relating this story to you.
I should begin by letting you know how I came to 
have knowledge of this man. About two months 
past, this Lord Jehuel came into our area and 
took up residence at a large dwelling some 
twelve furlongs from my home. Not having heard 
of this man before he arrived, I naturally was 

not overly hasty to make his acquaintance. With 
my important position, I wanted to investigate 
and be sure he was an acceptable associate for 
those of my household.
With this intent, I wrote to several of my 
acquaintances in the area he was reported to 
be from, inquiring as to his character and var-
ious aspects of his background. I had not yet 
received a reply to these inquiries when one 
day, quite unexpectedly, a messenger came from 
Lord Jehuel inviting me to a great banquet to be 
held at his dwelling that very evening.
Being unsure of his qualifications for immediate 
acceptance into our society, I made an excuse. 
I informed the messenger that I had bought a 
piece of land and needed to go and inspect the 
property that evening. Of course, my excuse was 
poor. Who would be so foolish as to purchase a 
parcel of land without first inspecting it? But 
it was the only thing that came to my mind at 
the moment. Actually, I considered it of little 
import. The messenger accepted the excuse 
without comment and left my presence.
My brother, that was a foolhardy mistake. And I 
write you now in the earnest hope that you will 
not make the same error.
The following day when I went into the city to 
attend to some business, the marketplace was 
buzzing with news of the great event that had 
taken place the evening before. I first became 
aware that something unusual had happened 
when I stopped by the shop of Jacob, the shoe-
maker, to order a pair of sandals. His shop was 
full—and at that early hour of the morning! The 
people gathered around Jacob were congratu-
lating him warmly on his “good fortune.” I had 
no idea what was going on, so I finally drew one 
man aside and inquired of him. He explained 
that Jacob had been invited to a great banquet 
the night before at the home of Lord Jehuel.

When Jeshuah refused the invitation, it was offered to another.
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Of course, that caught my attention immediately 
since I, too, had been invited to the same ban-
quet. But Jacob? I confess to feeling a bit sur-
prised that he had been included. After all, a 
shoemaker does not usually move in our com-
pany. I later found that Jacob seemingly had 
received a last-minute invitation. They say that 
Lord Jehuel’s messenger was out in the streets 
just moments before the banquet was to begin. 
Upon meeting Jacob, who was on his way to his 
home, the messenger insisted that Jacob come 
with him to the dinner.
Now for the climax to my story. Apparently the 
dinner itself was a lavish affair, the like of 
which has never been seen before in these 
parts. The food was superb and the surround-
ings unequalled. But, even more astonishing, 
after the dinner Lord Jehuel arose and began 
to speak. He explained that his mission was one 
ordered by the king—that he had been sent into 
cities to assist the people through gifts of money 
and materials. The purpose of his banquet was 
to get acquainted quickly with the local towns-
folk and distribute the portion entitled to that 
area. He would then be moving on to another 
location in the kingdom.
The banquet that evening was the only occasion 
at which the distributions were made. It is my 
understanding that everyone present received 
gifts and funds—all completely unexpected. 
And, my brother, I missed this rare opportu-
nity! How I have regretted my impulsive excuse! 
What it has cost me!
I write to you now in the hope that you will not 
make the same mistake I have made, for I know 
that our character and behavior are very much 
alike. If Lord Jehuel should, indeed, make an 
appearance in your locality, do not turn aside 
any invitation from him. I pray you, for your own 
good, learn from my mistake.
My most sincere greetings to you and all your 
household. 
Your loving brother, Jeshuah

Come; for all things are now ready. — Luke 14:17
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Many people make excuses 

for not serving God, but 

no excuse is good enough. 

If they continue making 

excuses they will receive no 

reward. The word list below 

is from our Bible text. Find 

each word in the word-find. 

Remember, they read up, 

down, across, backwards, 

and diagonally.

MAN
BADE
CITY
COME
HALT
MANY
OXEN
POOR
PRAY

ROOM
WIFE
YOKE
ANGRY
BLIND
GREAT
HOUSE
LANES
PROVE

READY
TASTE
BIDDEN
CANNOT
COMPEL
FILLED
GROUND
HEDGES
MAIMED

MASTER
SERVANT
SUPPER
EXCUSES
MARRIED
QUICKLY
STREETS 
HIGHWAYS
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 //  27“AND HE SPAKE  
A PARABLE . . .”

Lesson 177 Activity 

NO EXCUSES!


