The letter telling
of Grandfather’s

visit brought
mixed emotions.

PRAYER PAYS OFF!

LESSON 172 — Luke 11:5-13; 18:1-8

ot again,” Lucas groaned. “Dad,
Grandpa just left here three weeks
ago. Now he’s coming for Christmas?
He’ll spoil everything!”

Lucas’s father sighed deeply, folding the letter he
had just received. “I'm sorry, Son. I know it’s
hard for you when he gives orders all the time.
He acts as if he were still in the Army. The
rest of the family won’t put up with it—that’s
why he keeps coming back here.” He sighed
again. “When your grandma was alive it was
so much easier.”

“Dad, why is Grandpa so hard to get along with?
He’s such a great person some of the time. But
he gets mad so easily, and he’s so bossy that
most of the time it’s hard to be around him.”

“Lucas, when I was a young boy there was a short
time when my dad was a kind, helpful person.
That was when our whole family went to church.
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ieing that time I realized my need of salvation
and became a Christian. I was ten years old—
two years younger than you are right now. But
soon afterward, Dad was promoted and trans-
ferred to another base. We moved away from
that church, and Dad seemed to lose interest in
the things of God. He became bitter and angry
at life, and resented anyone who tried to talk
to him about God. Your grandma and I used to
pray together for him. Even though she is dead
now, I continue to pray that he’ll come back

to God.”

“I'd think youd get tired, Dad. How long have you
been praying for Grandpa?”

“Over twenty-five years, Lucas. I'll admit that
sometimes I get discouraged. But Jesus said

to keep on praying even when we don’t see the
result right away. I know God wants Grandpa to
be saved. One of these days Grandpa will want
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to be saved too. Anyway, the letter says he’ll be
here in ten days.”

As the days passed, everyone was busy prepar-
ing for the Christmas season. Lucas couldn’t
decide whether to be excited about Christmas
or upset because Grandpa would be with

them. In family devotions, the evening before
Grandpa was to arrive, Dad prayed for him as
usual. Lucas thought about how often Dad had
prayed that prayer, and wondered again how he
could keep praying the same thing for so many
years. Grandpa would never change.

The next morning at the airport, as they walked
down to the baggage claim, Lucas thought of
how Grandpa would greet them. He'd shake
hands with Dad, let Mom give him a hug, then
he'd look at Lucas and say, “Well, Boy, haven’t
changed much, have you? Still don’t know how
to stand up straight. You'll never be a good
soldier if you don’t stand up straight.” Just the
thought of Grandpa’s scowl made him stand up
a little straighter.

Lucas watched expectantly to catch sight of his
grandfather. It was not hard to spot him.
Standing tall and erect as if he were still a
soldier, he stood out in the crowd. “There he is,
Dad!” Lucas pointed excitedly.

When Grandpa spotted them, his stern expres-
sion softened to one of glad recognition. He
soon reached them, set down his bags, and
hugged both Mom and Dad. Then he gently laid
a hand on Lucas’s shoulder. “Sure am looking
forward to Christmas, Boy. Thanks for letting
me come.”

Lucas, prepared for a stern remark, could not
think of what to say. He stammered, “We're glad
to have you, Grandpa.” Then, embarrassed, he
picked up one of the bags and started toward
the car.

Seated in the backseat with Grandpa, Lucas pre-
tended to be interested in the passing traffic.

Men ought always to pray, and not to faint. — Luke 18:1

But he was really listening to the conversation
between his parents and his grandfather. What'’s
happened to him? Lucas thought. He’s almost as
nice as Dad. We're nearly home, and he hasn’t
scolded me or found fault with anybody yet.
Maybe this Christmas won't be so bad after all.

That evening after dinner, Dad asked Lucas to
bring him the Bible for family devotions. Uh-oh,
Lucas thought, I wonder what will happen now.
Grandpa always makes some excuse to leave
before Bible reading. But to his amazement,
Grandpa just scooted his chair back from the
table, settled into a more comfortable position,
and prepared to listen. Lucas looked from his
father to his grandfather, hardly knowing what
to think. Dad looked at Grandpa and smiled. “I
think you had better tell Lucas what you told me
a little while ago, Dad.”

Leaning forward in his chair, Grandpa spoke in
a gentle voice. “Lucas, I know that your father
has prayed every day for years for me to become
a Christian. I want you to know that those
prayers have been answered. I finally realized
the reason I'd been so unhappy all these years.
It was because I had left God out of my life. It
was hard for me to give my life to God, Lucas,
but I'm sure that He used the prayers of your
grandmother and your father to help me pray.
He’s forgiven me—I'm not the same grandfather
I was before.”

Lucas’s eyes grew large, and he had to blink to
keep from crying. So that was why Grandpa was
so different. What a Christmas present! He could
hardly believe that it had finally happened.

Dad opened the Bible. “One verse,” he said,

“helped me keep praying even when it seemed as
though there was no hope and no reason to keep
on praying. In Luke 18:1, Jesus said, ‘Men ought
always to pray, and not to faint.’ I figured if that
was the Lord’s advice, it was good advice. And
it worked!”




Lesson 172 Activity

KEEP ON
PRAYIN’

Importunity is a big word that
means “to be persistent.”

God wants us to be persistent
in our prayers and not become
discouraged. Read the Bible
text given in the multiple-choice
quiz below. For each of the eight
sections, decide which one of the
three choices is correct. Write
your choice (a, b, or ¢) on the
lines above beside the matching
number in the banner above.

1. LUKE 11:5
a. Which of you shall have a neighbor
b. Which of you shall have a friend
c. Which of you shall have a brother

4. LUKE 11:6
a. for my mother has come
b. for a friend of mine is come
c. for a neighbor has come

7. LUKE 11:8
a. because of his need
b. because of his importunity
c. because he asked
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2. LUKE 11:5
a. shall go unto him at midnight
b. shall go unto him at lunch time
c. shall go unto him at evening

5. LUKE 11:6
a. | have no milk
b. I have no loaves
c. I have nothing to feed him

“AND HE SPAKE

A PARABLE ...

3. LUKE 11:5
a. Friend, lend me three loaves
b. Neighbor, lend me a loaf
c. Brother, lend me two loaves

6. LUKE 11:7
a. Trouble me not
b. Ask someone else
c¢. You can have some tomorrow

8. LUKE 11.:8
a. he will give him as many as he needs
b. he will give him what he can spare
¢. he will not give to him




