
Hey, Dad!” Toby King looked up 
from the computer with a look 
of disbelief after seeing an ad 
for a free bike. “Listen to this! 

‘Man’s bicycle free to eligible person, 438 
Juniper Lane.’ That’s all it says. Boy! I 
sure would like to have a bike.”
Mr. King carefully guided his wheelchair 
into the living room, smiling at his son’s 
exuberance. “I would like you to have 
a bike too, Son. Wish I could buy one 
for you.”
Toby hardly heard his father’s reply. He 
was thinking, I wonder what the catch is. 
It’s probably just an old bike they want to 
get rid of. Even so, it would sure be neat 
to have a bike when I start junior high 
this fall. Looking at the address in the 
ad again, he said to his father, “I think 
I’ll go over there—it’s not too far to walk. 
Someone may already have gotten it, but 
at least I’ll have satisfied my curiosity.”
With a motion of his hand, Toby’s father 
gave his permission, and Toby dashed out 
the door. He started briskly in the direc-
tion of Juniper Lane. As he got closer to 
the address he began to slow down. I don’t 
know why I came, he thought. I’m sure 
the bike isn’t any good. And if it is, some-
one else probably already has it. Even if 
it’s still there they might not give it to me. 
After all, I’m just a kid.
Toby approached a group of people stand-
ing on the sidewalk talking. His heart 
sank when he saw that they were stand-
ing in front of the house where the bike 
was supposed to be. Someone else must 
have gotten the bike already, he thought. 
There’s no use going further. Just as he 
was turning to go back home one young 
man called to him.

The ad seemed too good to be true.

ONE IMPORTANT REQUIREMENT
 LESSON 153 → Matthew 7:7-11; 9:27-30; 1 John 5:14-15

To find the message 

on the left about 

judging, use the 

alphabet multiplication 

table below. It works 

just like the regular 

multiplication table. 

The first number will 

go down and the 

second number will go 

across. For example, 

2-3 will be the H, and 

4-1 will be the letter 

P. To find the first 

letter for you, we went 

DOWN 2 and then 

ACROSS 5 and  

found J.
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“Hey, Kid. Are you coming to ask about the bike?” 
Toby nodded slightly, not trusting himself to 
speak. “Well, maybe you can get some results 
from that guy. He won’t give the bike to me 
because I have a job and could pay for one. He 
won’t give it to that guy over there because he 
already has a bike. His is old, but it works. That 
kid doesn’t qualify because his folks could afford 
to buy him one. Gavin here thought he had him 
talked into it. But then the guy asked if he really 
thought he’d give the bike to him. All Gavin said 
was, ‘Seeing is believing,’ and he comes back 
with, ‘That’s not the answer I’m looking for. I’m 
afraid you don’t qualify.’” The young man paused 
shaking his head, “Why don’t you give it a try?”
At that moment Toby felt like running away, but 
he thought, I’ve come this far, I might as well 
give it a try. Slowly he walked up to the front 
door and rang the doorbell. A man about his 
father’s age answered the door. “Can I help you, 
Son?” he asked pleasantly.
Toby swallowed hard. “I’ve come to ask about the 
bike you advertised.”
“How old are you?”

“Twelve, Sir. I start junior high this fall.”

Toby thought the man suddenly looked sad.

But the look disappeared as he asked, “Do you 
have a bike already?”
“No, Sir.”

“Why don’t you have one?”

It was Toby’s turn to look sad. “My dad’s too sick 
to work. He hasn’t been able to work for three 
years. Mom works, and I do yard work, but 
there’s not enough money to buy a bike.”
The man looked at him for a moment. “What’s 
your name, Son?”
“Toby King.”

“Well, Toby, would you believe me if I said I 
would give you that bike?”

Toby smiled broadly. “Yes, Sir! If you say so.” 

The man opened the door and came out to the 
porch. “My name is Tim Larsen, Toby. Come 
with me. I’ll show you the bike.” Together they 
walked to the garage and entered the side door. 
There was the bike, an awesome BMX bike! Mr. 
Larson stood for a moment as if lost in thought. 
Then he said, “Toby, this was my son’s bike. 
He rode it only a few times. Then he became 
very sick, and a year ago he died. My wife and 
I decided we would give the bike to a boy about 
Tommy’s age. But that boy had to be someone 
who couldn’t afford to buy a bike for himself. He 
also had to be a boy who would believe I really 
would give the bike to him. Toby, you now have a 
new bike. Take it, and God bless you.”
Even in his excitement Toby remembered to say, 
“Thanks a whole lot, Mr. Larsen. I really appre-
ciate it!” Then he hopped on the bike, and wav-
ing to the astonished group on the sidewalk, 
rode rapidly toward home. Hooray! he thought. I 
can’t wait to show Mom and Dad!
Carefully parking the bike near the front win-
dow, Toby raced into the living room where his 
father still sat in his wheelchair, now looking 
admiringly at the new bike. “Isn’t it a beauty, 
Dad? And it really was free!” Quickly Toby told 
his father what had happened. “One thing I don’t 
understand, though, Dad. Why was it so import-
ant for me to believe he would give it to me?”
Mr. King replied thoughtfully. “Perhaps he 
wanted you to know how important faith is, 
Toby. In this case you believed Mr. Larsen’s 
word. But if you apply that same rule to your 
spiritual life, you’ll remember to have faith in 
what God says. When you ask Him for some-
thing, and truly believe that He will give it, you 
will receive an answer.”
Toby listened to his dad intently, then nodded 
his head. “I’m not sure that was what Mr. 
Larsen had in mind, but it’s a sure thing I’ll 
think about that when I ride my new bike!”
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And all things, whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, believing, ye shall receive. 
— Matthew 21:22
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When you pray you can 
believe Jesus will do 

what He said He would 
do. Below are some of 
Jesus’ promises. Draw 

a line between the 
two parts of Scripture 
that go together. If you 
need help, look up the 
Bible references that 

follow each verse.

1. The Lord is nigh unto all them   
 that call upon him,

2. Continue in prayer,

3. Ask, and it shall be given you;

4. If he ask a fish,

5. Men ought always to pray,

6. What man is there of you,  
 whom if his son ask bread,

7. The effectual fervent prayer  
 of a righteous man

8. Then touched he their eyes,  
 saying,

9. Therefore I say unto you,   
 What things soever ye desire,

10. If we ask anything according  
 to his will,

• seek, and ye shall find.         
(Matthew 7:7)

• will he give him a stone?     
(Matthew 7:9)

• According to your faith be it unto 
you. (Matthew 9:29)

• will he give him a serpent? 
(Matthew 7:10)

• he heareth us. ( 1 John 5:14)
• to all that call upon him in truth. 

(Psalm 145:18)
• when ye pray, believe that ye 

receive them, and ye shall have 
them. (Mark 11:24)

• and not to faint. (Luke 18:1)
• and watch in the same with 

thanksgiving. (Colossians 4:2)
• availeth much. (James 5:16)

THE SERMON ON 
THE MOUNT

Lesson 153 Activity 

FAITH IS 
BELIEVING


