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AN INDIVIDUAL CALL

LESSON 100 — Acts 10:1-48; Romans 10:12-13
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The true stories of two men who responded to God.

e? A Christian? Hah!” Walt

shook his fist. “Don’t talk to

me about God. I'm an athe-

ist, and proud of it!” With
that, he walked away, cursing. No one
would talk to him about God—he made
sure of that!

He was his own boss and no one dared
tell him what he should do. Sometimes
he worked and sometimes he didn’t.
When he needed some money, he worked
in a sawmill. His job was to trim lum-
ber at the finish saw. He liked working

with the loud machinery and rough men,
and he was as rough as any of them.

One day as he worked he planned what
he was going to do that evening with

a paycheck in hand—the first one in
weeks. He was going to “have some fun
at the tavern.” He thought that was the
way to have a good time—the way to be
happy. But that day, as he was working
at his machine, a Voice spoke to him.
The Voice said, “The only true happi-
ness is in the Lord.” Walt turned to see
who would dare say such a thing to him.
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JESUS WILL GO WITH ME.
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To his amazement, there was no one there! The
other men were all around the building, work-
ing at other saws and machines. The saws were
screaming so loudly that he could have heard
no one unless they had yelled right into his ear.
Then Walt realized that he had heard the Voice
of God. He turned off his saw and walked to
where one of his friends was working. “Bill,” he
shouted, “I've just had a visit from the Lord.”
His friend looked at him, amazed that Walt
would say anything about God.

After work that night, Walt went home instead
of going out to get drunk. When he told his
parents about his visit from God, his mother
thought he had lost his mind. But his father said,
“Something must have happened—it’s payday,
and Walt’s sober.” Something had happened!

The next Sunday Walt went to church. He
hadn’t cried since he was a young boy, but that
day tears ran down his cheeks as he heard peo-
ple say that Jesus loves everyone—even people
who are mean and make trouble for others. He
was sorry for his sins, and asked God to forgive
him. God did forgive him and changed his life.
He didn’t want to drink and fight anymore. He
began to work at a steady job. He even gave back
things that he had taken from others.

Walt remained a Christian the rest of his life.
He spent a lot of time telling people what God
had done for him. He was very thankful that
God’s call was for everyone—even someone who
didn’t believe that God was real.
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What a noisy place! The parts rolled off the pro-
duction line at a terrific rate. Chick was the fore-
man, and he saw to it that the line kept moving.
The more they produced, the more he was paid.
His helpers were not always as fast as he wanted
them to be, and when things slowed down he
yelled, and cursed, and threw things around.

Of a truth | perceive that God is no respecter of persons. — Acts 10:34

His co-workers were afraid of him or mad at him
most of the time. All except a young man named
Ben. No matter how much Chick yelled at him,
no matter what he did, Ben was always the
same. If he didn’t smile, at least he was quiet,
and he didn’t yell back like the others. What was
there about Ben that was different?

Chick had grown up learning to fight. He had
injured one man’s face so badly that he was
scarred for life. Chick couldn’t understand any-
one who wouldn’t fight back. He'd been told that
Christians were like that, but he’d never before
met anyone who really could stick to it. He
began to watch Ben closely. One day he stopped
work. Turning to the young man, he said, “What
church do you belong to, anyway?”

Ben was plainly surprised, but he said, “I don’t
belong to any church. I'm just a Christian.”
Chick didn’t know what to think of an answer
like that. For days after that he asked many
questions. He discovered that Ben knew many
people who, just as he had done, had given their
hearts to Christ Jesus. They were able to live
without sin in their lives through the power that
Jesus gave them.

Soon after that, Chick went to church with Ben.
He learned that Jesus had died on the Cross so
that all sinners could be saved. That included
Chick! Then he knew that the reason people
didn’t “join” that church was because the only
way you could get to be a part of it was to be
born again as the Bible says. The very first time
he was in church he prayed and asked God to
forgive him. He was completely changed. After
that he never lost his temper or used bad lan-
guage. He even went to the man whose face he
had scarred and asked forgiveness. For the rest
of his life, wherever he went, he told people how
Jesus had changed him.
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Lesson 100 Activity

WILL YOU SERVE
JESUS?

People of the Early Church shared in the
work of of the Lord. Certain men were
chosen for special jobs. Read the story
of Acts 6:1-6 and unscramble the words
below. Remember the Gospel call was
not just for the Early Church. Itisfor = -
everyone today, too. &

Two ngUbS of people: SWERBHE ,
/ o natt OSELCNAISRIG & s IO .

What the Apostles did to set men apart for service:

DYEARP

Another name for Jesus'
followers: DAIL SNDAH NO METH

W " SELPICSID

What the Apostles would continue:

The seven men chosen to serve:
REYPAR :

EPTNHES
YISMINRT FO ETH DRWO e

== CARNOIN

R  NITOM
Kind of men chosen for special work: S
3 ~ LIHIPP
FO STOHEN ROPTER - .
. SANMERAP.
LUFL FO.ETH YLOH TOGHS DNA MODSWI ;‘SALINOC-
| ' . RUSOHCPOR'___




