crucified” that the “body of sin [carnality, the sin na-
ture, or the old man] might be destroyed.” The Greek
word translated “sin” in these verses (harmartia) im-
plies an inward condition of sin out of which acts of
sin originate. As a result of the crucifixion and death
of the old man, the justified individual is “freed from
sin”—the inclination or bent toward sinning is eradi-
cated. The Greek word in verse 6 translated destroyed
(karatgeo) means “abolish or eradicate,” and thus
conclusively proves that the sin nature is not merely
suppressed but is done away with at sanctification.
Though sin no longer reigns, the justified and sancti-
fied person still must maintain his experiences by liv-
ing “unto God” (verse 10).

The second portion of the chapter (verses 12-23)
contains an exhortation regarding how a justified per-
son is to live as a servant of righteousness: he is to
present himself to God in an act of total consecration
and to refuse to allow sin to govern him. In essence,
the Apostle challenged the believers at Rome, “Put
every part of your body and every power of your re-
deemed nature at the disposal of God.” The word
“yield” occurs five times in verses 13-19, and suggests
a transfer of ownership. The result of yielding is de-
scribed in verse 22: the believer will have “fruit unto
holiness, and the end everlasting life.”

In verse 15, Paul asked a question similar to the
one with which the chapter opened: “What then? shall
we sin, because we are not under the law, but under
grace?” Once again, his emphatic answer, “God for-
bid,” is proof that it is God’s will for every Christian
to live victoriously without sinning. In verse 18 he re-
iterated, “Being then made free from sin, ye became
the servants of righteousness.” The word free—used
three times in chapter 5 and six times in this chap-
ter—means “to liberate; to exempt from moral, cere-
monial, or mortal liability.”

Verse 23 warns that “the wages of sin is death.”
Sin that is not repented of will lead to eternal separa-
tion from God and eternal punishment.

AMPLIFIED OUTLINE

Compiled for the Daybreak & Discovery series

A CLOSER LOOK

1. In verse 11, what did Paul indicate believers were to
be dead to? What do you think this means?

2. How would you explain the significance of water
baptism, based upon Paul’s allusion to it in verses 3-5?

3. What are some ways we can yield our members as
“instruments of righteousness unto God” (verse 13)?

CONCLUSION

While people view freedom in different ways, sal-
vation is what brings true freedom. Freedom from the
captivity of sin allows us to offer ourselves as obedient
and willing servants of the Lord Jesus Christ.

NOTES

II.  God’s plan of salvation
B. God’s remedy
2.  Entire sanctification
(freedom from inbred sin)
a. Freed from sin (6:1-11)
b. Now submit to righteousness
(6:12-23)




DAYBREAK

Romans 7:1-25

DEVOTIONAL FOCUS

“For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,)
dwelleth no good thing: for to will is present with
me; but how to perform that which is good I find
not. For the good that I would I do not: but the evil
which I would not, that I do.” (Romans 7:18-19)

The early part of the eighteenth century was a
dark time in Christian history, as people drifted from
their religious steadfastness and became indifferent
toward spiritual values. The world stood in dire need
of spiritual awakening, and God had His man for the
occasion—John Wesley, a preacher who once had
written the words of our focus verses in his journal as
he agonized over the unrest in his soul.

John Wesley grew up in a home where his father
was a pastor and his mother a studious Christian with
a steadfast commitment to teach her children about
God. At five years of age, Wesley nearly died when
the family home burned. Afterward his mother said he
was “a brand plucked from the burning.” All his life,
he knew that he had been spared for a purpose.

From the time he was a child, Wesley knew much
about church theology and endeavored to serve God.
However, there was acute dissatisfaction in his soul;
he felt something was lacking within. Although he
began preaching as a young man and was diligent
in attempting to spread Christianity, he continued to
struggle. His journal writings reveal his inner conflict.
One entry reads, “Every day [ was constrained to cry
out, “‘What I do, I allow not; for what I would I do not,
but what I hate, that I do.”. . . I was indeed fighting
continually, but not conquering.” Like the Apostle
Paul, the desire to do right was in Wesley’s heart, but
the power to do right was lacking.

However, on May 24, 1738, in a meeting on
Aldersgate Street in London, England, Wesley felt his
heart “strangely and wondrously warmed.” He tes-
tified to others that at last he had assurance that not
only had God “taken away my sin, even mine” but He
had also “saved me from the law of sin and death.”

In his whole subsequent career, he never ceased to
preach not only the doctrine of justification by faith,
but also the experience of entire sanctification—a
second definite and instantaneous work of grace
subsequent to salvation that makes the believer holy
in heart and eradicates the sin nature, enabling him to
live the Christian life without inner conflict.

It is not necessary to continue in the life of defeat
that Paul portrayed in Romans 7. Paul experienced the
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solution. It began for him on the road to Damascus
when he was struck to the ground by a bright light and
heard a Voice from Heaven. In the Book of Romans,
the Apostle described the power the nature of sin ex-
erts over the life and the resulting guilt. He also re-
vealed that deliverance from that “body of death” is
available through Christ Jesus our Lord.

Paul the Apostle and John Wesley understood the
two-fold nature of sin—both committed sins and the
carnal nature of sin with which all are born. They both
taught that when an individual repents of committed
sins and comes to Christ in faith, he is forgiven and
justified by God. They both taught that though indi-
viduals are dominated by the inbred sin nature, their
hearts can be liberated through salvation and cleansed
through the experience of sanctification.

Paul’s epistles to the Romans and other Gentile
believers were vital to the spread of Christianity in the
time of the Early Church. Wesley’s teachings stirred a
holiness revival that swept the British Isles and moved
across the Atlantic to America in the 1800s. And jus-
tification by faith and deliverance from the sin nature
through sanctification still bring victory today!

BACKGROUND

In Romans 7, the Apostle Paul described himself
when he was a religious sinner, and the conflict that
raged within while he was in that condition. Prior to
his Damascus road experience, he had wanted to do
right, but the power to do right was lacking because
it was overcome by a stronger prevailing force: the
nature of sin. In verses 1-6 of this chapter, Paul ad-
dressed freedom from the Law, and in 7-13 he re-
viewed the function of the Law. In the last part of the
chapter, he described his frustration with his inability
to live up to the demands of the Law.

In verses 1-6, Paul substantiated the point he had
made in Romans 6:14—that Christians are not under
the Law but under grace. In that verse, he had used
the analogy of slavery to illustrate that the person
living under the Law is dominated by sin; in this sub-
stantiation of his point, he used the analogy of mar-
riage to illustrate emancipation from the Law.

A married woman is legally bound to her spouse,
but when the husband dies, the law of marriage no
longer applies. Just as death dissolves the binding
connection between husband and wife, so believers
are freed from the Law through the death of Christ—
when Jesus died on the Cross, the Law ceased to be
in effect. The believer thus becomes “dead to the law”
and is freed to become united with Christ.




In view of the comparison he had drawn in
verses 1-6, Paul next faced the logical question, “Is
the law sin?” (verse 7). He proceeded in verses 8-13
to explain that the purpose of the Law was to reveal
sin. In verse 9, Paul appears to be speaking of his own
experience prior to having any real understanding of
what sin was. However, though he once lived without
condemnation, in time he was confronted by the Law
and became aware of his own sinful behavior and its
moral implications; Paul expressed this by saying
that he “died” a spiritual death. One theologian of the
1800s described that death in this way: “Sin worked
in himself the true death of the soul, in separation
from God, in the extinction of good and noble capac-
ities, in the atrophying of all that was best in himself,
in the death of joy and peace.”' Paul became sepa-
rated from God, and burdened down by the guilt and
condemnation of sin.

In verses 14-25, Paul described the awful failure
of his former efforts to break free from the dominion
of sin. Although he had recognized that the Law was
“holy” (verse 12) and “spiritual” (verse 14) because
it was from God, he had been unable to overcome
the tyranny of his carnal nature. While the Law had
stirred up his conscience, it could not purify his heart
nor create the obedience which it enjoined.

Having described with intensity the futility of
trying to live right while still in bondage to the carnal
nature, Paul ended this section with a final question,
“Who shall deliver me from the body of this death?”
(verse 24). Then he burst forth with the exclamatory
answer, “I thank God through Jesus Christ.” In the
next chapter Paul goes on to describe victory over the
former controlling force of the sin nature.

AMPLIFIED OUTLINE

II.  God’s plan of salvation
B. God’s remedy
2. Entire sanctification
(freedom from inbred sin)
c. Delivered from the Law (justified)
(7:1-13)
d. Carnal nature (7:14-25)
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A CLOSER LOOK

1. What three words did Paul use in verse 12 to de-
scribe the commandments of God?

2. How did the Law create in Paul a vivid awareness
of sin?

3. In verse 11, Paul asserted that sin “deceived” him.
What are some ways we can guard against the deceit-
fulness of sin?

CONCLUSION

The best of intentions and the most strenuous of
efforts are no match for the nature of sin with which
we are born. However, God provides victory through
the experiences of justification and sanctification.

NOTES

1. Alexander Maclaren, “Expositions of the Holy Scriptures, Romans — Corinthians”, Public Domain Books, Kindle, Location 1590.



DAYBREAK

Romans 8:1-39

DEVOTIONAL FOCUS

“There is therefore now no condemnation to them
which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the
flesh, but after the Spirit.” (Romans 8:1)

Lowell Montgomery was a longtime minister of
the Apostolic Faith Church in Portland, Oregon. Al-
though he suffered from serious physical challenges in
his later years, he was known for his cheerful attitude,
and his perpetual smile was an encouragement to ev-
eryone with whom he came in contact. It was hard to
imagine that “Brother Monty,” as we called him, ever
could have been a tight-fisted, proud, and unhappy
man, but according to his testimony, that was the case.
And what condemnation rested on his heart once God
revealed to him his true spiritual condition!

Brother Monty testified about initially resent-
ing any implication that he needed salvation. He re-
counted, “I told the young man who invited me to an
Apostolic Faith service, ‘I do not smoke cigarettes,
drink, carouse around, or play cards.’ (The truth is, I
was too cheap to do any of those things.) I was not a
thief, and I did my work faithfully. I thought I was all
right.” However, when he finally agreed to attend a
church service, Brother Monty heard testimonies that
opened his eyes to the truth about his spiritual con-
dition. He said, “I found out I was not so good; there
was sin in my life. I had a covetous heart. Everything
I got hold of, I wanted to keep, and I did keep it! I de-
prived my little wife of things she easily could have
had. When she would ask me for something, I would
say, ‘Do you need it?’ Because of my covetousness,
our home was nearly broken up.

“That Sunday night, though, I left church feeling
condemned. The next morning, someone asked how I
liked the service and I replied, ‘I didn’t like it at all. I
didn’t like the singing, the testimonies, or the preach-
ing, and [ am not going back!” He said to me, ‘You
might like it better next time.””

God’s people prayed for the young couple, and
the Holy Spirit began to strive with their hearts.
Brother Monty came back to church with his wife
but refused to yield to God even though he was un-
der heavy conviction. The condemnation in his heart
made him miserable and unhappy. He recalled, “One
time [ went out to my car after church, put my head
on the steering wheel, and cried like a baby. My wife
said, ‘If you want to go pray, | will wait here,” but |
would not humble myself to do it. However, the night
finally came when I bent my knees at the altar of
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prayer and asked God to have mercy on me, a sinner.
The enemy of my soul said, ‘You can’t get it.” I got up
to go, but I couldn’t find an empty aisle to get out so |
went back to the altar and dropped on my knees once
more. There I said, ‘Lord, sink or swim, live or die,
I’ll serve You.” In a moment of time, God saved my
soul.”

Brother Monty ended his testimony by saying,
“My wife and I would not have stayed together much
longer if [ had not gotten saved, but the Lord saved
both of us and restored our love for each other. Today
we have a happy home, and have enjoyed many years
of serving the Lord together. I will never cease to
thank God for the day that condemnation was lifted
and God put peace into my heart!”

In our focus verse, Paul spoke of the condemna-
tion (a verdict of wrongdoing before God) that rests
upon the life of an unsaved individual. Justification,
the remedy for that condemnation, occurs when God
cancels the guilt and forgives the transgressions of a
sinner. That was what Brother Monty experienced on
the memorable day he finally yielded to God.

Justification takes more than accepting Christ,
joining a church, or even striving to live by certain
Christian principles. The first step toward receiving
this experience is realizing the need for it. When a
sinner comes to God with genuine sorrow for commit-
ted sins and confesses them, God will forgive. Pardon
is granted, condemnation is gone, and the “Spirit itself
beareth witness” (Romans 8:16), assuring the new be-
liever that he has been justified by God.

Today, are you living under condemnation? God
still offers justification to those who are burdened by
sin. Like Brother Monty, you can be forgiven and
have peace with God.

BACKGROUND

Having described in Romans 7 the futility of try-
ing to be religious while still in bondage to the carnal
nature, in this chapter Paul went on to describe victory
over the former controlling force. In verses 1-13 he
explained the power over indwelling sin which comes
through entire sanctification, and in verses 14-39, the
believer’s assurance in Christ.

When the Apostle asserted in Romans 8:1, “There
is therefore now no condemnation . . .” he was look-
ing at the totality of sin: both committed sins and the
carnal nature of sin with which all humanity is born.
The phrase “no condemnation” refers to more than
mere judicial acquittal; it also indicates deliverance
from the condition described in Romans 7:7-25 (the




disposition and sinful inclination of the flesh). Once
freed from the dominion of sin, the believer is enabled
by the Spirit of God to live in the righteousness pro-
vided by God.

Verses 2-4 bring out the conflict between two
opposing forces: man lives either under the control
of carnality or under control of the Spirit of God.

In verse 3, Paul alluded to “what the law could not
do,” pointing out again that the Law had no power to
change the heart. He indicated in verse 4 that the Law
is “fulfilled” (satisfied or made possible) in the lives
of those who “walk not after the flesh, but after the
Spirit.”

The Apostle further explained life in the Spirit in
verses 5-11, in which the “flesh” and the “Spirit” refer
to two contrasting ways of life. In verse 13, he warned
that living in the Spirit does not eliminate the possi-
bility of sinning, but mortifying (putting to death) the
deeds of the flesh does empower one to live without
sinning.

Verses 14-17 address the topic of adoption and the
believer’s eternal co-inheritance with Christ. In the
Roman culture of Paul’s day, an adopted son could be
chosen to carry on the name of his father and inherit
his estate; though grafted into the family through a
legal process, he had no lesser standing than a bio-
logical child. The form of address used in verse 15,
“Abba,” was an intimate way of referring to the father
equivalent to our word “daddy” or “papa.” The state-
ment in verse 16 that “the Spirit itself beareth witness
with our spirit” implies a joint affirmation between
the Spirit of God and the human spirit (or conscience)
rather than a divine declaration to the human spirit.

In verses 18-30, Paul encouraged the believers
in Rome to take courage from both the assistance of
the Spirit and the thought of the glory which awaited
them in the age to come. The word “infirmities” in
verse 26 includes the whole range of human frailties:
scars from past experiences, limited perspectives,
temperamental differences, mistakes and faults, phys-
ical weariness, and stresses. While the carnal nature is
eradicated at sanctification, human weakness remains;
this is the area where spiritual growth occurs.

Paul’s assertion in verse 28 that God works out all
things for good does not mean that every incident that
occurs in this world is good, but that every detail fits
into His eternal purpose for our ultimate good.

Foreknowledge and predestination are topics Paul
alluded to in verses 29-30. God chose all humanity to
be made righteous by His grace (see John 3:16), but
His foreknowledge identifies individuals He knows
will respond with repentance and faith. The word
predestinate in verse 30 means “to predetermine.”
God’s predetermined purpose for all mankind is that
everyone should be “conformed to the image of his
Son,” but each person must choose whether or not he
wants to be a participant in God’s perfect plan. Those

who choose to participate are identified in verse 33 as
“God’s elect.”

In verses 31-39, Paul describes the victory of be-
lievers. The chapter ends with the Apostle’s question
in verse 35, “Who shall separate us from the love of
Christ?” and his triumphant response in verses 37-39
that no external forces can deprive those who are
“more than conquerors” of God’s presence.

AMPLIFIED OUTLINE

II.  God’s plan of salvation
B. God’s remedy
2. Entire sanctification

(freedom from inbred sin)

e. Power over sin
(entire sanctification) (8:1-14)

f.  Assurance in Christ (8:15-39)
(1) Children of God (8:15-17)
(2) Glory ahead (8:18-25)
(3) Help of the Spirit (8:26-30)
(4) Triumph in difficulties

(8:31-39)

A CLOSER LOOK
1. What is the “hope” mentioned in Romans 8:24-25?

Compiled for the Daybreak & Discovery series

2. Romans 8:38-39 promises that no external force
can separate us from the love of God. What can cause
a Christian to become separated from Christ (i.e.
backslide)?

3. In light of Romans 8:28, how could you respond to
an unbeliever who questions, “If there really is a lov-
ing God, why does He allow terrible things to occur in
the world, even to Christians?”

CONCLUSION

Those who yield their lives to God have the guilt
and penalty of sin removed from their lives and are
free to live a life without His condemnation.




DAYBREAK

Romans 9:1-33

DEVOTIONAL FOCUS

“And not only this; but when Rebecca also had
conceived by one, even by our father Isaac; (for the
children being not yet born, neither having done
any good or evil, that the purpose of God accord-
ing to election might stand, not of works, but of
him that calleth;) it was said unto her, The elder
shall serve the younger.” (Romans 9:10-12)

Sibling rivalry in a family with five children takes
many forms, as my husband and I have learned. In
our five—three girls and two boys—ongoing banter
revolves around the fact that our oldest daughter is ad-
opted. She is fond of teasing her younger brothers and
sisters, “Mom and Dad chose me! They just had to
take what they got when you came along!”

Today’s focus verse speaks of “the purpose of
God according to election.” The Greek word trans-
lated election means “divine selection” or “chosen.’
I will never forget the day we chose our daughter. A
couple who had adopted twelve Korean children at-
tended one of our church services, and my husband
and I spent some time chatting with them afterward
as his parents were living in Korea at the time as
missionaries. Since the two of us had talked about
adopting a Korean child sometime in the future, we
also were understandably intrigued when this couple
brought their twelve children with them into church!

We found that they had been longtime sponsors
of a small orphanage in Seoul, South Korea, where
children in need of a home were cared for by a foster
mother. They casually mentioned that there was one
little girl left in the home at that time: a three-year-old
with whom they had a special bond—in fact, she
had been named after their own birth daughter, Nena.
While several couples had been interested in adopting
this little girl, the couple wanted her to be placed in
a Christian home. When my husband and I saw little
Nena’s picture, our hearts were captured in an instant.
God opened doors in a miraculous way, confirming to
us that adopting Nena was His plan for the two of us.
Eight months later, our daughter arrived from Korea
and entered our home and our hearts.

In our text, Paul focused on the thought of elec-
tion and God’s sovereignty. Abraham, the father of
the Jewish people, had many sons. Paul illustrated
divine sovereignty by pointing to God’s plan that the
Messianic line would come through Abraham’s son
Isaac, and Isaac’s younger son, Jacob. They were
chosen! Why was Isaac selected instead of his older
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brother, Ishmael? Why was Jacob chosen instead of
his older brother, Esau? We don’t know, but we under-
stand that it was God’s right to choose.

At times, we may not understand why God op-
erates the way He does. Situations may come in our
lives that do not make sense to us, but God has the
right to do what He wishes in order to accomplish His
purpose. However, we can be clear about one thing:
God has chosen each one of us to be recipients of His
salvation. Whether we understand why or not, we
have been chosen! Our part is simply to respond with
repentance and faith, and then we can enjoy all the
blessings that come with being part of God’s family.

BACKGROUND

In chapter 8, Paul had completed his description
of how God’s righteousness was manifested in Christ,
and the provision for victory over the power of in-
dwelling sin. However, he seemingly was concerned
his readers might conclude that God’s plan of jus-
tification apart from the Law meant that God had
rejected the Jews. So in chapter 9, he began a
three-chapter segment explaining Israel’s role in
God’s plan. In brief, chapter 9 deals with election and
divine sovereignty, chapter 10 with rejection and hu-
man responsibility, and chapter 11 with restoration
and universal blessing.

The Apostle opened chapter 9 by expressing his
grief at the Jews downfall and concern for his fellow
Israelites (verses 1-5). His statement in verse 3 that
he could wish himself “accursed from Christ for my
brethren” is similar to that of Moses when he offered
to have his name blotted out of God’s book in order
that Israel be saved (see Exodus 32:30-33).

In verses 6-13, Paul noted that although Israel
failed, God’s promises did not. He gave an illustra-
tion of God’s sovereignty by pointing to the patriarch
Abraham. God ordained that the Messianic line would
come through Isaac, the son of promise, rather than
through Abraham’s eldest son, Ishmael, who was the
son of the bondwoman, Hagar. He made it clear that
the true children of God are the children of promise
(those who believe in the God of Abraham), not the
children of flesh (those who merely descended from
Abraham).

In verses 14-18, the Apostle expanded the concept
of God’s sovereignty, explaining that it was God’s
right to reward faith and judge unbelief. In verse 17,
Paul referred to Exodus 9:16, where God foretold that
Pharaoh would be raised up to display His power and
declare His name.




Paul used a hypothetical question and the example
of the potter’s right to determine the shape of a clay
vessel to show God’s sovereign right to make such
choices (verses 19-21). His point was that it is not
God’s failure when one resists His will, though God
uses that resistance to accomplish His purpose.

Paul went on to establish that it is God’s right to
turn from the unbelieving Jews to believing Gentiles.
He quoted two Old Testament prophets to prove that,
as foretold by Hosea (Osee), the children of prom-
ise are both Jews and Gentiles rather than Jews only.
However, according to Isaiah (Esaias), only a remnant
of Israel would be included (verses 24-29).

The Apostle concluded in verses 30-33 that the
Gentiles, who had no knowledge of the Law, had re-
ceived by faith the righteousness which God imparts.
By contrast, although the Jews were recipients of the
Law, they lacked faith and therefore Christ became a
“stumblingstone and rock of offense” to them, as fore-
told by Isaiah (see Isaiah 28:16).

AMPLIFIED OUTLINE
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2. What do you think Paul meant when he said, “For
they are not all Israel, which are of Israel” (verse 6)?

3. What are some ways we can submit to the divine
sovereignty of God?

II.  God’s plan of salvation
C. Tllustrated by Israel’s history
1. Israel had not believed in the past
(9:1-29)
a. Paul’s burden for the Jews (9:1-5)
b. Promises obtained by faith, not by
bloodline (9:6-13)
c. Insovereignty, God shows mercy
(9:14-18)
d. God is just and His purposes
inscrutable (9:19-29)
e. Redemption dependent on faith
(9:30-33)

A CLOSER LOOK

1. What did Paul say was in his heart when he thought
of his kinsmen, the Jews?

CONCLUSION

Although we may not always understand how and
why God works as He does, we can rejoice in the fact
that we have been chosen to be a part of His family.

NOTES




DAYBREAK

Romans 10:1-21

DEVOTIONAL FOCUS

“For whosoever shall call upon the name of the
Lord shall be saved. How then shall they call on
him in whom they have not believed? and how shall
they believe in him of whom they have not heard?
and how shall they hear without a preacher?”
(Romans 10:13-14)

Many of us are blessed to live in countries where
religious freedom is a core value and the individual’s
right to live according to his or her conscience is pro-
tected. It saddens us to hear in the news of Christian
brothers and sisters around the world who could well
face execution for the decision to become a follower
of Christ. When we read about places where the Gos-
pel is forcibly prohibited, we might assume there is
little hope for acceptance of the Gospel of Jesus Christ
in these regions. Recently, however, I read a book that
opened my eyes to how the Holy Spirit is awakening
hearts in some of the darkest parts of the world.

One account that mesmerized me was the story of
Hassan, a Christian in Cairo, Egypt, who has a deep
burden for his Muslim friends and neighbors. For sev-
eral years, Hassan tried to weave Christ into conversa-
tions with them, but it seemed there was no interest.

One night he was rudely awakened by a gun being
thrust to his forehead. A masked kidnapper harshly
ordered him to get up and rushed him through Cairo’s
darkened streets. Hassan was sure he was on his death
march—in spite of his efforts to evangelize discreetly,
someone must have turned him in.

Arriving at a deserted building, Hassan’s abductor
forced him to climb five flights of stairs at the back
and then jump to the roof of an adjoining abandoned
warehouse, with pavement fifty feet below. Then his
assailant roughly pushed him toward a hatchway. As
he scrambled through the opening, Hassan supposed
that was his last moment on earth. He whispered a
brief prayer, saying, “Jesus, into Your hands I commit
my spirit.”

Hassan found himself in a dim room lit by a sin-
gle candle. Ten Muslim men stood in a circle around
him, and he fully expected to be executed immedi-
ately. The man who had kidnapped him spoke first
and explained that they were all imams—worship
leaders of Muslim communities who were charged
with enforcing obedience to the Qur’an. Then, to
Hassan’s astonishment, he went on to say that each of
the imams had experienced a dream about Jesus and
had privately become a Christian!
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The imam went on, “We each prayed to Jesus for
His help to learn what it means to be His follower.
Over time, He brought us together, and you can imag-
ine our amazement when the Holy Spirit revealed that
there are other imams who have found Jesus as well.
Now we meet here three times a week at night to pray
for our families and for the people in the mosques to
find Jesus too. We know you follow Christ; He led us
to you.” He went on, “I’m very sorry I had to frighten
you with the mask and the gun, but I knew it was the
only way to get you here. It was just too dangerous
any other way. I apologize. But now our question is,
will you teach us the Bible?”!

How amazing that in a society so vehemently
opposed to Christianity, people are braving death
to turn from their lifelong beliefs and embrace the
teachings of Jesus Christ! As I ponder this, I realize
that my reaction is probably similar to that of Chris-
tians in Paul’s day who were amazed to learn that
Gentiles—“heathens” who did not even believe in a
Messiah—could receive the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
Though all mankind is guilty before God, Paul plainly
asserted that “whosoever shall call upon the name of
the Lord shall be saved” (emphasis added).

People will not call on Christ’s name unless they
have been moved to believe in Him, but God is faith-
ful to reach out to every individual. How comforting
it is to know that even in areas of the deepest spiritual
darkness, the light of Jesus penetrates. Let’s allow the
Lord to increase our faith, broaden our perspectives,
and help us to pray earnestly that the Gospel of Jesus
Christ will find entrance into the hearts of people
everywhere!

BACKGROUND

In chapter 10, Paul continued his three-chapter
summary of Israel’s role in God’s plan, explaining
that while the nation had the opportunity to respond to
the Gospel of Christ, they had rejected it. He empha-
sized that man’s responsibility regarding salvation is
based on the fact that the Gospel is offered to all, both
Jew and Gentile.

Though Paul was the Apostle to the Gentiles, his
love for his Jewish kinsmen was expressed in verses
1-5, as he made clear his sorrow and concern for his
unsaved brethren. As a nation, the Jews possessed a
great deal of religious zeal, but their zeal was “not
according to knowledge”—they rejected God’s righ-
teousness while trying to make themselves accept-
able to Him through the Law of Moses and traditions
which they themselves had instituted.




In verse 3, the ignorance Paul referenced was not
an academic lack, but a failure by the Jews to grasp
the importance of information available to them in
the Scriptures they studied so zealously. The word
translated “establish” in Paul’s declaration that they
endeavored to “establish their own righteousness”
indicated the Jews’ self-righteous pride in their own
efforts. They were not truly seeking to live up to the
commandments of the Law, but rather to prove their
own worthiness.

In verses 6-13, Paul focused on the availability
of the message of God’s righteousness. He explained
that having righteousness through Christ does not
cause one to doubt the incarnation or resurrection. It
does not lead to the questions, “Who shall ascend into
heaven . . . to bring Christ down from above?” (incar-
nation) nor, “Who shall descend into the deep . . . to
bring up Christ from the dead?” (resurrection). Faith
means believing in both.

Righteousness through Christ is offered to all who
believe and call on Him. Paul had previously estab-
lished the universal guilt of mankind by teaching in
Romans 3:23 that “all have sinned.” In verse 13 of
chapter 10, the Apostle pointed to the universal sal-
vation offered to mankind by stating that “whosoever
shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.”
Even ethnic differences had no impact on salvation,
for the Apostle asserted that there is “no difference”
between Jew and Greek (or Gentile).

Israel’s inexcusable rejection of the Gospel is
the topic of the final verses of this chapter. Although
God’s promise was for “whosoever,” Israel for the
most part had refused to “call upon the name of the
Lord.” Paul presented a series of questions in verses
14-15 to determine where the fault lay. God had pro-
vided preachers who proclaimed the Gospel, and Is-
rael had received the message, but failure occurred
because of unbelief. Paul substantiated his conclusion
in verse 16 by quoting the prophet Isaiah (see Isaiah
53:1).

Anticipating that some might question whether all
Jews had heard the Gospel message, in verses 18-19
Paul adopted the language of Psalm 19:1-4 as a re-
minder that it had gone “unto the ends of the world.”
In the final verse, the Apostle pictured the pleading
love of God to the Jewish people, who continued to
stubbornly refuse to accept God’s proffered grace.

AMPLIFIED OUTLINE

II.  God’s plan of salvation
C. Illustrated by Israel’s history
2. Israel rejected Christ (10:1-21)
a. Zeal for the Law (10:1-5)
b. Should have believed (10:6-13)
c. Refusal to believe (10:14-21)

Compiled for the Daybreak & Discovery series

A CLOSER LOOK

1. According to verse 9, what are the two require-
ments for receiving salvation?

2. What are some of the ways that people today try to
“establish their own righteousness” (verse 3)?

3. How can we have a part in fulfilling the responsi-
bilities implied in the four questions posed in Romans
10:14-15?

CONCLUSION

God is still working in our world today, even in
cultures that appear to be unreceptive and hostile to
the Gospel.

NOTES

1. Tom Doyle with Greg Webster, Dreams and Visions: Is Jesus Awakening the Muslim World? Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 2012.



DAYBREAK

Romans 11:1-36

DEVOTIONAL FOCUS

“I say then, Hath God cast away his people? God
forbid. For I also am an Israelite, of the seed of
Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin.” (Romans 11:1)

Lara Rosen, a Jewish woman in one of our
Apostolic Faith congregations, tells how God’s love
reached out to her and answered the questions that
troubled her searching heart. She testifies, “l am a
Jew. Raised by two Jewish parents, I was taught to be-
lieve the Jewish religion. However, the observance of
Sabbath and other traditions did not possess any value
for me. While at times I went through the motions of
being ‘religious’ by attending temple, I did not feel
any comfort, love, joy, or happiness. Finally, I stopped
doing even that.

“All along I was looking for peace and happiness.
However, even when [ went to parties and had a good
time socializing, the fun I had and the joy I felt were
gone when I got home. I would realize that I hadn’t
progressed at all in my search. I would be left with an
empty feeling inside, and knew | wanted something
more.

“One winter, I began to take a hard look at my-
self, and was very disappointed with what I saw.
While I had never considered myself a bad person,
many of the things I had chosen to take part in left
hurt inside. To make matters worse, I recognized that
those things could have had a lasting effect on my life.
The pain I felt became so severe that all I could do
was cry.

“Then I remembered a friend. She is a Christian,
and I knew she found comfort through the Bible and
prayer. Since it worked for her, I thought I would give
it a try. [ happened to have a Bible, so I read chapter
15 from the Book of Luke. The following day, I de-
cided that I really needed to talk about this problem
with my friend. It was a Friday evening and there was
a service at her church. We decided that I would go to
church with her and then we would go out afterward
to talk. I wasn’t exactly thrilled about going to church,
but reluctantly said yes, hoping that I would feel bet-
ter after talking with her.

“God works in mysterious ways. The preacher
that night read Luke 15, the very chapter I had read
the night before. Having no real knowledge of the
New Testament, that made an impact on me. After
the service, when my friend and I went out, again it
seemed all I could do was cry. The pain had built up
inside of me so much that in my mind there was no
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solution. I had made my mistakes and now I was to
suffer the consequences. My friend, however, had an-
other answer. She began telling me about salvation,
explaining that the only way to peace was through
Jesus Christ. She said I needed to get right with Him,
and I decided to try that.

“Not knowing how to pray, my prayer was simple,
but Jesus came into my life and made a real change.
All the pain disappeared and I felt so new, so alive! I
had never believed in Jesus Christ. In fact, I was ada-
mantly against Him, but that night He made a believer
out of me. He saved my soul and gave me everything
I had been longing for: calming peace, happiness,
love, and lasting security.

“Jesus is just as real to me today. I am simply
amazed at how He has taken care of both the big and
little problems in my life. He is so good to me. He
comforts me, encourages me, and is my Friend. I do
not want anything to come between us because noth-
ing the world has to offer could have filled the void in
my life that Jesus filled in a moment.”

Today’s text opens with Paul’s rhetorical question,
“Hath God cast away his people?” The Apostle’s an-
swer was a resounding “God forbid.” Though Israel
had rejected God, Paul made it clear that there would
always be a remnant of Israel in the Church. God still
loved the Jewish people. Lara Rosen is living proof
of Paul’s assertion. She found her Messiah, and in
Him, the peace and healing her heart was longing for.
Someday, as Paul went on to state, Israel as a whole
will receive their Messiah and will be God’s own peo-
ple once again.

We serve a God whose mercy is extended to all.
Paul closed this chapter with a heartfelt outpouring of
praise for the mercy that is extended to both Jew and
Gentile: “O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom
and knowledge of God! how unsearchable are his
judgments, and his ways past finding out!”

BACKGROUND

In this final segment of Paul’s three-chapter
explanation of Israel’s role in God’s plan, the Apostle
focused on Israel’s eventual restoration, and con-
cluded that the Jew’s rejection of God resulted in the
extending of the Gospel message to the Gentiles.

Paul began chapter 11 by posing an anticipated
question: had the Jews’ rejection caused God to com-
pletely abandon His chosen people? In verses 1-10,
Paul cited three examples to show that despite Israel’s
continued disobedience, God had not terminated His
relationship with them. First, Paul asserted that his




own personal relationship with God was proof that
God’s mercy was still extended to Jews. Next, he
pointed to the faithfulness of God and asserted that He
would not disavow the promises made to Abraham,
Moses, and David. Finally, he referenced the bleak na-
tional situation during the time of Elijah which caused
the prophet to feel he was the only believer left, yet
God had preserved seven thousand men who had “not
bowed the knee to the image of Baal.”

The theme of verses 11-24 is the Gentile opportu-
nity which occurred after the Jewish rejection of the
Gospel. Paul explained that God’s purpose in turn-
ing away from Israel was a desire to provoke them to
jealousy as the Gentiles embraced what the Jews had
refused. The “fullness” of Israel in verse 12 alluded to
a coming restoration that will amount to a virtual res-
urrection from the dead. The Apostle looked ahead to
the day when Israel will once again be the people of
God, this time through faith in the shed Blood of Jesus
Christ.

Paul used a dual illustration in verse 16 to show
the eventual unity between Jews and Gentiles. His
statement that “if the firstfruit be holy, the lump [mass
of dough] is also holy” was a reference to the ancient
tradition of giving God the first cake baked from the
first wheat of the harvest (see Numbers 15:19-20).

If that cake was acceptable to God, the whole of the
harvest would be acceptable. Paul was likening the
“firstfruit” to Israel, and the “lump” to the Gentiles.
The second illustration—that of the root and branches
—made the same point and was based upon the com-
mon Old Testament picture of Israel as a vine. Be-
cause the root (Israel) and the branches (the Gentile
Christians) are all one plant, if the root is holy the
branches are also holy. Paul expanded the metaphor
in verses 17-18, warning the Gentiles that just as God
did not spare the Jews when they lapsed into unbelief,
neither would He preserve them unless they stood fast
by faith.

In verses 25-32 the Apostle expanded on God’s
promises of restoration for Israel. He foretold that after
“the fulness of the Gentiles be come in,” that ““all Is-
rael” would be saved. The word “fulness” refers to the
time when all Gentiles who will choose to believe on
Christ have done so. The “mystery” (verse 25) is be-
cause the events foretold have not yet taken place; they
will occur in the last days. The last part of verse 26 and
verse 27 are a quote from Isaiah 59:20-21.

Paul ended this section with an outpouring of
praise for the wisdom and knowledge of God (verses
33-36). In spite of human stubbornness and rejection,
God’s eternal purpose would be fulfilled, and for this
Paul articulated his overwhelming admiration.

AMPLIFIED OUTLINE

Compiled for the Daybreak & Discovery series

II.  God’s plan of salvation
C. Illustrated by Israel’s history
3. Israel’s hope (11:1-36)

a. Some will understand and believe
(11:1-10)

b. Way opened for the Gentiles
(11:11-24)

c. Israel will be saved (11:25-32)

d. Doxology (11:33-36)

A CLOSER LOOK

1. What Old Testament prophet did Paul use as an ex-
ample to support his assertion that God always has a
remnant of individuals who are faithful to Him?

2. Why do you think God did not cut Israel off entirely
when they rejected Him?

3. Verses 7-8 bring out that Israel’s sin resulted in spir-
itual blindness and the “spirit of slumber.” What are
some evidences that this is also the spiritual condition
of most people in our world today?

CONCLUSION

Although the Jewish people rejected their Messiah
and failed in their role as the instrument of God’s
blessing to the Gentiles, God did not forsake them. He
has mercy toward all—both Jew and Gentile—who
turn to Him in faith.

NOTES




DAYBREAK

Romans 12:1-21

DEVOTIONAL FOCUS

S
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BACKGROUND

“Having then gifts differing according to the

grace that is given to us, whether prophecy, let us
prophesy according to the proportion of faith; or
ministry, let us wait on our ministering: or he that
teacheth, on teaching; or he that exhorteth, on ex-
hortation: he that giveth, let him do it with simplic-
ity; he that ruleth, with diligence; he that sheweth
mercy, with cheerfulness.” (Romans 12:6-8)

Some time ago, my wife and I decided to arrange
some plantings to cover the old retaining wall at our
home. We chose to use a shrub called rosemary, which
has blue flowers and would droop over the edge of
the wall. We began with two plants, but that was not
enough, so we went to various sources to get more.
We ordered from a catalog and purchased some from
local nurseries, thinking that all Rosmarinus officinalis
would be the same. However, we found that was not
the case.

Searching the internet for information about this
plant, I learned there are 13,150 varieties within the
species, bearing names such as Lockwood de Forest,
Collingwood Ingram, and Gorizia. There is now a
hedge of Rosmarinus officinalis covering the top of
our retaining wall, all of the same “species,” but sev-
eral different “varieties.” They all look a little different.

We did not know nor really care about the history
of rosemary or its many uses, but my internet search
revealed that it is a kind of mint, and the leaves can be
used for seasoning lamb, chicken, or stew. The oil is
used in tonics, liniments, and toiletry products. When
dried, the leaves are used in sachets, as a moth repel-
lent, and also may be brewed as tea to soothe stomach-
aches and headaches.

Our hedge provides a spiritual object lesson.
Born-again Christians are all of the same “species,”
but there is a huge variety in callings and abilities.
Paul began to list them in today’s focus verses, noting
that believers have “gifts differing according to the
grace that is given to us.” One Christian alone cannot
fill all the jobs the Lord has for His people to do, and
our roles in His service will differ. Some are called to
preach, others to teach, some to lead, and so forth.

The important point is not what our calling is,
but rather whether or not we are fulfilling that call.

We want to be diligent and cheerful as we serve God.
When we each do our parts, God can make the end
result beautiful—just like the hedge that covers our
home’s retaining wall.

Paul’s use of the word “therefore” at the beginning
of chapter 12—in essence meaning, “in view of all I
have stated previously”—is pivotal in his epistle to the
Romans. Having concluded his discourses concerning
the ruin of fallen man due to sin and the remedy pro-
vided through Jesus’ death on the Cross (chapters 1-8),
and God’s dealings with the nation of Israel (chapters
9-11), in chapter 12 the Apostle transitioned to a focus
on practical application, instructing his readers regard-
ing the basics of Christian behavior.

The Apostle began by expressing in verse 1 the
need for justified individuals to completely consecrate
themselves to God. The word present is translated else-
where as “yield” and expresses the concept of placing
the whole person (the instrument by which man offers
service) at the disposal of God. The aorist tense of the
Greek verb translated as “present” indicates a specific
action occurring at a distinct point in time. In contrast
to Old Testament sacrifices which were slain, the sac-
rifice Paul described was to be “living.” The sacrifice
was to be “holy,” or set apart for God’s use, and as
such, would be “acceptable” (well-pleasing) to God.

In verse 2, Paul related how a consecration of this
nature would affect behavior, using one negative and
two positives to make his point. He stated that believ-
ers were not to be “conformed” to the world, but rather
were to be “transformed.” The Greek word translated
“transformed” (metamorphoo, from which the English
word metamorphosis is derived) implies a radical, or-
ganic change. At the same time, consecration was to
be an ongoing activity and manner of living; the verb
form of the phrase “be ye transformed” has the sense
of continuing on. This was to be accomplished through
the ongoing process of “renewing” the mind.

In verses 3-8, the Apostle pointed to humility as
the immediate effect of surrender to God. Self was not
to be exalted, and any “gifts” (abilities) God had given
were not to be viewed as a reason for personal pride.
He stressed the necessity for corporate fellowship and
unity, asserting that “we, being many, are one body in
Christ.” The word prophecy in verse 6 means “inspired
speech” rather than prediction of future events. The
word ministry in verse 7 means “service” and can refer
either to all Christian service in general, or to the spe-
cific act of providing for material needs.

Paul went on to emphasize that inward transfor-
mation was to be evidenced in love of the brethren. In
the remainder of this chapter (and through chapter 13),
his primary emphasis was how the transformed life



would be exemplified outside the body of believers.

In a series of brief injunctions, the Roman Christians
were exhorted to: be genuine in extending love to oth-
ers (verse 9), love and honor their brethren in Christ
(verse 10), be energetic in performance of duties
(verse 11), maintain a spirit of rejoicing, and be pa-
tient and prayerful even in times of trouble (verse 12).
They were to care for the saints (verse 13), bless their
enemies (verse 14), share joys and sorrows (verse 15),
and be humble in their relations with others (verse 16).
They were instructed not to repay evil with evil but to
focus on what is good (verse 17), as much as possible
to be at peace with others (verse 18), to leave retribu-
tion or punishment to God (verse 19), and to overcome
evil by responding with good (verses 20-21).

A M P L I F I E D O U T L I N E Compiled for the Daybreak & Discovery series

III. The results of salvation
A. Live holy toward brethren (12:1-21)
1. Bealiving sacrifice (12:1-2)
2. Members of Body of Christ (12:3-8)
3. Practical precepts (12:9-21)

A CLOSER LOOK

3. Based on verse 9, what are some ways we can
“cleave to that which is good”?

CONCLUSION

1. What are three of the attributes given by the Apostle
Paul in verses 9-13 that believers should demonstrate?

2. Why is yielding ourselves to God a “reasonable”
service?

God has called each of us. Are you thriving in
your place in God’s “hedge”?

NOTES




DAYBREAK

Romans 13:1-14

DEVOTIONAL FOCUS

“Owe no man any thing, but to love one another:
for he that loveth another hath fulfilled the law.”
(Romans 13:8)

True love to God is shown by fulfilling God’s
requirements, and one aspect of that is obeying God’s
mandate to love others. Rees Howell (1879-1950),
founder of The Bible College of Wales, learned that
lesson early in his walk with the Lord. After his con-
version in America in 1904, Rees returned to his birth-
place in Wales during the great revival in that country.
There he consecrated himself and all his resources to
the Lord’s use, and received the infilling of the Holy
Ghost.

Shortly after Rees received the Holy Ghost, the
Spirit placed a burden on his heart for a man named
Jim Stakes. This man was a drunkard and had such
a terrible reputation around Rees’ hometown that the
common saying was, “What Jim Stakes would not
do, the devil himself could not do.” It caused quite a
sensation during the revival when Jim was converted.
However, a short time later, as Rees Howell was in
prayer one morning, God laid a burden upon his heart
for that man. “I had never before known such a con-
flict for a soul in the spiritual realm,” Rees said later.
He realized that the devil was attacking Jim, and knew
if Satan could get this new believer back, it would
greatly hinder the revival fires that had been kindled.
“I saw that it was a conflict between God and the devil
for a soul,” Rees related, “and I told the Lord I would
do anything if He would keep him.”

That evening there was a knock on Rees’ door,
and there stood Jim Stakes. He told Rees that at 10:00
that morning—the very hour when Rees had been
praying—God had showed him he should come to see
Rees Howell. “Are you in trouble?” Rees asked. Jim
acknowledged that he was in dire financial straits; he
was two years behind in his rent and that morning the
bailiffs had marked his furniture and were coming to
fetch it.

Two years of rent was a lot of money, but after
just a moment’s hesitation, Rees told Jim that he
would give him one year’s rent, and he knew a man
whom he believed would cover the other year. As
Rees went upstairs to get the money, the Holy Spirit
spoke to him, “Didn’t you tell Me this morning that
you would give all you had to save him? Why are you
only giving him half? Did not the Saviour pay a// your
debt and set you free?”
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Immediately, Rees turned and ran back down the
stairs. He told Jim, “I am sorry I told you I would only
give one year’s rent. | am to give you two years’ rent,
and all you need beside. I am to deliver you in such a
way that the devil can’t use this situation any longer to
get at you.” Rees would later say, “The moment I said
that, the joy of Heaven came down!” When Jim went
home and told his wife what had happened, she too
was touched by the Spirit of God, and was converted.

In our focus verse, Paul stated a moral principle:
that followers of Christ owe a debt of love to others,
for “he that loveth another hath fulfilled the law.”
Rees Howell was under no legal obligation to meet the
need of Jim Stakes. No one in his town would have
expected him to do so; in fact, they might even have
cautioned him against it. After all, how could Rees be
certain the man would not use the money to go back to
his old ways? However, Rees was constrained by the
Holy Spirit to meet Jim Stakes’ need. Love enabled
him to respond in obedience and fulfill his “obliga-
tion” to the man whose soul hung in the balance.

Loving others may not mean spending hours on
our knees for a single soul . . . but it might. It may
not always require a financial outlay . . . but it might.
It may not mean accepting and caring for one looked
down on by society . . . but it might. Will we surren-
der ourselves fully, as Rees Howell did, and be willing
to let God love others through us, no matter what the
personal cost?

BACKGROUND

Continuing his instruction concerning the trans-
formed life, in chapter 13 Paul expounded upon the
Christian’s responsibilities as citizens in secular so-
ciety. In verses 1-7, the Apostle outlined principles
related to submitting to authority. In verses 8-10, his
exhortation dealt with the Christian’s responsibilities
toward unbelievers.

Since it was God who granted the power held by
governmental rulers, Paul instructed the Roman
Christians to submit to “the powers that be.” Specif-
ically, this submission was to manifest itself through
payment of taxes and demonstrating respect for those
in authority.

Paul’s view that secular authorities are given their
responsibilities by God is highlighted by the word “or-
dained” in verse 1. This comes from the same Greek
word translated as “appointed” in Paul’s description
of his encounter with the Lord on the Damascus Road,
where he was told, “Arise, and go unto Damascus;
and there it shall be told thee of all things which are




appointed for thee to do” (Acts 22:10, emphasis
added). To Paul, the “ordaining” of governmental
leaders merited the same word that was used in the
“appointing” of religious duties.

Verses 3-4 substantiate the Apostle’s earlier teach-
ing regarding man’s innate sinfulness. He taught that
human authority is necessary in preserving an orderly
environment, for unless an authority is present to pun-
ish evil and reward good, man will pursue his own
self-centered course to the detriment of society as a
whole.

The word “tribute” in verse 6 refers to a tax or as-
sessment on persons or property; the word “custom”
in verse 7 refers to a duty levied, such as on exported
or imported goods. Verse 8 points out that while sec-
ular debts to others must be discharged, followers of
Christ have an indebtedness which can never be elimi-
nated: the duty of loving others.

Five of the six Commandments concerning rela-
tionships with others are referenced in verse 9, and
summarized by the Apostle’s statement in verse 10
that “love worketh no ill to his neighbor.” His point
was that when love is properly demonstrated, the re-
quirements of the Law are adequately met.

In verse 14, Paul taught that a sanctified walk in-
volves both positive and negative actions. In order to
maintain moral purity, Christians were instructed both
to “put on” the Lord Jesus (experience His cleansing
and live in His righteousness) and to abstain from
making provision to fulfill the lusts of the flesh (they
were not only to reject sin, but also to avoid situations
that could lead to sin).

AMPLIFIED OUTLINE

II. The results of salvation
B. Live holy under government (13:1-7)
C. Live holy in society (13:8-14)

A CLOSER LOOK

1. To whom or what does Paul say every soul is to be
subject?

Compiled for the Daybreak & Discovery series

2. How would you explain verse 7 in your own
words?

3. Based on verse 8, what are some specific, tangible
ways we can fulfill our obligation to love others?

CONCLUSION

While we can never repay the tremendous debt of
love we owe to God, we are called to keep His com-
mandment to love others freely and sacrificially.

NOTES

1. Norman Grubb, Rees Howell Intercessor, Pennsylvania: Christian Literature Crusade, 1984, 47-50.



DAYBREAK

Romans 14:1-23

DEVOTIONAL FOCUS

“But why dost thou judge thy brother? or why
dost thou set at nought thy brother? for we shall all
stand before the judgment seat of Christ.”
(Romans 14:10)

When I was young, [ was a member of the local
4-H Club. We raised and showed livestock and re-
ceived training in many related areas, including the
handling and care of our animals, animal nutrition, and
the like. In another aspect of the program, we were
instructed in how to judge animals—how to identify
the characteristics of superior quality and ideal confor-
mation in particular breeds. We even entered judging
competitions at county fairs and livestock exhibitions
where our judging was judged! The evaluation of our
efforts let us know how well we were doing in discern-
ing the best attributes, and this helped us when raising
and showing our own animals.

Judging never focused on the negative. We were
not looking to point out deficiencies, and no animal
was ever awarded a ribbon for “Worst in Show.” We
looked for the best qualities rather than the poorest.

By focusing on the commendable, it was not difficult
to see what characteristics we should strive for in our
own animals.

In today’s focus verse, Paul pointed out that one
day we will all stand before the judgment seat of
Christ, so we should live our lives with that judgment
day in view. Here on earth, we are not to be judges of
one another. We should not focus on the flaws or short-
comings of others, but on making certain that our own
lives and daily interactions will meet with the approval
of the Lord. It will be much more spiritually beneficial
for us to observe and strive to emulate the godly qual-
ities in those around us than to censure or look down
on those we feel are falling short in some way.

Since one day “every one of us shall give account
of himself to God” (verse 12), it is a worthwhile exer-
cise for us to judge ourselves—to thoughtfully eval-
uate how we are doing in our walks with God. Paul
made it clear that critical or self-righteous attitudes
have no place in a Christian’s life, so self-examination
can be helpful. Are we respecting those with whom we
come in contact? Do we encourage others, especially
those who are “weak” in the faith, treating them with
charity and forbearance? Do we have a humble and
teachable spirit? Are we careful not to do anything that
might be a “stumbling block” to our brothers and sis-
ters in the Lord?

S
A

Our attitude toward others is a reflection of our
inward character. It is up to us to make sure we con-
form to God’s quality expectations. Let’s purpose with
God’s help to make this our focus and our goal.

BACKGROUND

In this chapter Paul addressed the relationship
that weak and strong believers were to have with each
other. The words “weak” and “strong” represent two
tendencies of mind: one that is hyper-sensitive, possi-
bly even to one’s own detriment, and the other that is
more liberal, even to the point of being insensitive to
the potential impact on others.

In the first part of this chapter, Paul admonished
the strong to be cautious and protective in their deal-
ings with the weak, and for the weak not to be judg-
mental of those who were doing things that God did
not expressly forbid (verses 1-4). The Apostle’s in-
struction in verse 1 for the strong in faith to receive
those who were weak but “not to doubtful disputa-
tions” meant that the strong were not to pass judgment
on the weaker believer’s perspective, nor to contend
with him about an insignificant detail.

In order to make his point clear, in verses 2-3 Paul
presented an example of contrasting opinions regard-
ing the lawfulness of eating certain meats. Apparently
some of the Roman believers (perhaps those who had
been delivered from idolatry) felt it was wrong to eat
meat in case it had been offered to pagan gods, so
they consumed only vegetables. Paul recognized that
since idols were inanimate objects and the meat had
nutritional value, there was no spiritual reason for be-
lievers to abstain from eating it. However, those who
supported either position were not to disparage those
with an opposite perspective. Paul asserted that each
individual was accountable for himself before God, so
believers were to be true to their own consciences.

In verses 5-6, the Apostle offered a second exam-
ple based upon differing opinions related to Jewish
festivals. Though the Roman Christians, who came
from a wide variety of cultural backgrounds, had vary-
ing viewpoints regarding how and when such days
should be observed, Paul instructed them to decide
on the basis of honoring God. They were not to judge
those who held a different view, since both were doing
what they felt the Lord required and He was the Judge
(verses 10-12).

The limits of liberty and the importance of not
causing a weak brother to violate his own conscience
is the emphasis of the last half of the chapter, where
Paul cautioned against putting a stumbling block in



another brother’s way. Seemingly harmless behaviors
had the potential to confuse others whose consciences
did not permit such acts. Therefore, Paul stated that
spiritually mature individuals should be willing to
forego personal liberties in order to maintain peace
and build up their weaker brethren (verses 13-23).

Paul’s counsel, “Let not then your good be evil
spoken of” (verse 16) means that Christians were not
to allow good intentions to become objects of mis-
understanding. His admonition, “For meat destroy
not the work of God” (verse 20) conveys a similar
thought: convictions were fine but they were not to
be cherished and upheld so strenuously that unity
would be impacted, or that a weaker Christian would
be led to imitate a behavior that his own conscience
condemned.

The word “damned” in verse 23 does not mean
eternal perdition, but rather indicates that one who vi-
olated his own conscience would experience a sense of
personal guilt.

It should be noted that the liberty which Paul es-
poused in this chapter was not a casual disregard for
distinctions between right and wrong. He was referring
solely to inconsequential matters such as ceremonial
observances and differences of opinion.

AMPLIFIED OUTLINE

III. The results of salvation
D. Liberty: don’t judge (14:1-12)
E. Liberty: don’t offend (14:13-23)

A CLOSER LOOK

1. In verse 19, what does Paul say we are to “follow
after”?

Compiled for the Daybreak & Discovery series

2. Based on verse 13, what might be examples of
“stumbling blocks” for others?

3. What are some actions we could take to encourage
spiritually vulnerable believers?

CONCLUSION

We must be careful not to adopt the attitude of a
judge in our relationships with others—that is God’s
role! Our focus should be on making sure our own at-
titude is always one of encouragement and support for
others.

NOTES




DAYBREAK

Romans 15:1-33

DEVOTIONAL FOCUS

“We then that are strong ought to bear the infir-
mities of the weak, and not to please ourselves. Let
every one of us please his neighbour for his good to
edification.” (Romans 15:1-2)

William Borden put today’s focus verses into
practice. Born in 1887 to a wealthy family, he enjoyed
the privileges that money can bring, but he made
choices that surprised many people. When he was
seven years old, his mother took him to the Moody
Church in Chicago, and there he committed his life to
God. At sixteen, after he graduated from high school,
his parents sent him on an around-the-world trip.

His travels impressed upon him a burden for souls.
A friend indicated that to be a missionary would be
“throwing himself away,” but Borden wrote in the
back of his Bible, “No reserves.”

Following his trip, Borden entered Yale University.
One of his classmates wrote: “He came to college far
ahead, spiritually, of any of us. He had already given
his heart in full surrender to Christ and had really done
it. We who were his classmates learned to lean on him
and find in him a strength that was solid as a rock.”
While he was a freshman, Borden and a friend began
praying together in the morning. Before long they were
joined by another student, and then another. At the end
of that year, 150 students met weekly for Bible study
and prayer. By Borden’s senior year, one thousand
students were in those groups. He also established the
Yale Hope Mission in an effort to help those bound by
alcohol and other addictions.

When Borden graduated from Yale, he was offered
high-paying jobs, but declined. He wrote in his Bible,
“No retreats.” He had a particular burden for the
Muslim people in China. With the goal of going there
as a missionary, he went to Egypt to learn Arabic. In
Egypt, however, he contracted spinal meningitis and
died within a month. He was twenty-five years old.
Before he died, he wrote in his Bible, “No regrets.”

William Borden had chosen not to please himself,
but to “please his neighbor for his good to edification.”
He left a legacy of challenge and encouragement, and
was a testimony of the joy found in full surrender and
service to God.

We also will make choices about whether or not to
please ourselves. Our options will not be the same as
William Borden’s, but there will be times when
we can take the way of self-denial. Opportunities to as-
sist, to encourage, or to help bear the load of the weak
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will come. The situations may seem small or unimport-
ant, but will we do what we can?

BACKGROUND

In chapter 15, Paul continued his theme of how
those who are strong are to bear with the infirmities
of the weak. The first part of this chapter contains the
Apostle’s closing statement concerning the Christian’s
exercise of liberty within the Body of Christ. Two ma-
jor topics dominate this portion of text: pleasing others
instead of oneself (verses 1-3), and praising God in
unity and harmony (verses 4-13). These verses repre-
sent Paul’s formal conclusion to his entire epistle to the
Romans. Beginning with verse 14, he began to draw
the epistle to a close with final remarks concerning his
apostleship and plans to see the Roman believers.

In verses 1-3, Paul focused on the importance of
pleasing others. He pointed to three ways this was to
be done: by putting first the good of others, by work-
ing toward the edification of others, and by pleasing
others as Christ himself had done. Throughout chapter
14, Paul had focused on the Christian’s relationship to
fellow believers, frequently using the term “brother.”
However, in Romans 15:2, the Apostle laid aside this
designation and began to employ the term “neighbor,”
thus broadening the application of his teaching on love
and liberty. He went on to remind the Roman believers
of the value of the Old Testament Scriptures, and of-
fered up a prayer for their unity so that with one mind
and one mouth they could glorify God (verses 4-6).

In verses 7-12, Paul made an appeal for Jews and
Gentiles to accept each other. Utilizing a series of
quotations from the Old Testament, the Apostle rein-
forced his assertion that both Jews and Gentiles were
part of the family of God, and that the inclusion of
the Gentiles was predicted by divine inspiration. (See
Psalm 18:49 in connection with verse 9; Deuteronomy
32:43 in connection with verse 10; Psalm 117:1 in con-
nection with verse 11; and Isaiah 11:10 in connection
with verse 12). Paul then offered a brief benediction,
praying that God would fill the Roman Christians with
joy and peace in believing, so that they would abound
in hope with the help of the Holy Spirit (verse 13). He
clearly was assured that as those of opposing perspec-
tives grew spiritually, the differences within the con-
gregation would dwindle.

Verse 14 marks the transition to Paul’s conclusion
to his epistle in which he gave a series of personal
greetings and words of encouragement. Recognizing
the Romans’ own qualifications in the faith, he still felt
his credentials as a “minister” to the Gentiles made it




appropriate to write to them as he did. Expressing his
desire not to preach where Christ had already been
preached, the Apostle related his intention to stop

over in Rome on his way to Spain. However, first he
planned to take a contribution from the saints in
Macedonia and Achaia to the poor saints in Jerusalem.
Realizing that such a trip would entail danger, he asked
to be remembered in their prayers, and concluded with
a brief but characteristic benediction invoking the
peace of God toward them all.

AMPLIFIED OUTLINE

Compiled for the Daybreak & Discovery series

3. What are some ways we might “bear the infirmities
of the weak™?

III. The results of salvation
F. Live holy by strengthening others (15:1-6)
G. Live holy in fellowship (15:7-13)
IV. Conclusion
A. Paul’s purpose for the letter (15:14-21)
B. Travel plans (15:22-33)

A CLOSER LOOK

1. In verse 4, what did the Apostle Paul say brings
hope?

2. How is it possible to have the unity described in
verses 5-6?

CONCLUSION

We want to be alert for opportunities to help and
edify others. God will be with us to give wisdom and
guidance in this as we seek to follow Him.

NOTES

1. Southern Nazarene University, No Reserves. No Retreats. No Regrets, Southern Nazarene University, https://home.snu.edu/~hculbert/regret.htm,

accessed April 22, 2019.



DAYBREAK

Romans 16:1-27

DEVOTIONAL FOCUS

“I commend unto you Phebe our sister, which is a
servant of the church which is at Cenchrea: that
ye receive her in the Lord, as becometh saints,
and that ye assist her in whatsoever business she
hath need of you: for she hath been a succourer of
many, and of myself also.” (Romans 16:1-2)

Perhaps to amuse a small child you have inter-
twined your fingers and said, “Here’s the church, and
here’s the steeple. Open the doors and see all the peo-
ple.” It’s an entertaining rhyme. However, it makes a
valid point: in order to have a church, there must be
people—people who are doing what they can to share
the Gospel. Phebe was such a person. The Apostle
Paul said, “She hath been a succourer of many.”
“Succourer” means assistant, so we know Phebe had
reached out to help others.

All of us know people like that. Edna Janzen
was one of those who helped others in many ways.
She would testify, “I was brought up in a good home.
However, having a good upbringing and going to
church did not automatically make me a Christian.
For years, I rebelled against all that my parents taught
me. [ was a good student, at the head of my class in
school, and read many books. I began reading things
that put doubts into my mind as to the truth of the
Bible and the fundamentals I had learned. Sad to say,
I got to where I refused to go to church. When I was
fifteen years old, I became severely sick. My throat
was so badly swollen I could hardly breathe, and I
was painfully conscious of every breath I drew.

“Once I was better, I realized the debt I owed
to God for sparing my life. I did not expect to enjoy
being a Christian, but I surrendered to God. What a
surprise it was when the burden of sin rolled away! A
whole new life opened up for me. I had new desires,
new friends, and a new disposition. How I have loved
the Lord from that time on!”

After Edna graduated from high school, she
worked for the State government in Salem, Oregon.
Then she felt the Lord definitely call her to work in
the church office in Portland. It was a bit of a struggle
to make that consecration to fulltime service, but she
did. She also found a niche in the church orchestra
and Sunday school work, along with any other place
of service she could fill. She was faithful to pray with
others, became the official photographer of church
events, transported elderly sisters to and from church
services, corresponded with people from around the
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world, served as a youth camp counselor, and loved
to travel to branch churches to fellowship with other
Christians. She worked in our headquarters office for
over fifty years and was the office manager part of
that time.

In her elderly years, Edna testified, “It has been a
wonderful life. Of course there have been hard times,
periods of self-discipline, of yielding to the molding
of God, but if I had it to do over, I would do the same.
And the best is yet to come: I’'m looking forward to
seeing Jesus and I want to hear Him say, ‘Well done.””

We can be sure that Edna has heard those words
now that she has gone to Heaven. No doubt Phebe
heard the Lord give her that same commendation. It
can be the reward of each of us. God does not require
that we be dramatic, exceptionally gifted, rich, or su-
perbly qualified. He only asks that we submit to His
will and be faithful in what we can find to do. His
Church is made up of just such people!

BACKGROUND

In this concluding portion of his epistle, Paul sent
instructions, greetings, warnings, and a final benedic-
tion to the Romans. The abundance and variety of sal-
utations—addressed to Jews and Gentiles, slaves and
free, men and women, and those from both upper and
lower classes—illustrates the unifying bond of the
Gospel of Jesus Christ. Though Paul had never been
to Rome, these were individuals with whom he had
enjoyed fellowship and shared spiritual labors in the
past. At some point they had relocated to Rome, join-
ing the body of Christian believers in that city.

In verses 1-2, Paul introduced Phebe, a deaconess
from the church in Cenchrea, the eastern seaport city
of Corinth. Since Phebe was traveling independently,
she was likely a widow. Her name is Greek and re-
flects an idolatrous background, but she had converted
to Christianity and become a beloved laborer in the
Corinthian church. She presumably was the bearer of
Paul’s epistle to the Romans, as only government offi-
cials were allowed to convey letters through the impe-
rial postal system.

The Apostle greeted Priscilla and Aquila (verses
3-5), a couple who were greatly instrumental in the
spread of the Gospel. This couple first met Paul in
Corinth, where they had fled as a result of Roman per-
secution because Aquila was a Jew (see Acts 18:2-3).
While pursuing their trade as tentmakers, they became
friends with Paul, and the Apostle lived and worked
with them while founding the Corinthian church.
When Paul left Corinth for Ephesus, he took Aquila
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A Traditional View of Passion Week

PALM SUNDAY

* Jesus makes His Triumphal Entry
into Jerusalem on a donkey. The
crowd waves branches, shouts
“Hosanna,” and puts garments
and branches in the road.

(Matthew 21:1-11)

MONDAY

* Jesus cleanses the Temple,
overturning the money
changers’ tables and declar-
ing, “My house shall be
called the house of prayer.”

(Matthew 21:13)

TUESDAY

* Jesus teaches the disciples and
Jewish leaders with parables.
(Matthew 21:23)

 Jesus celebrates the Passover Feast and institutes
the Lord’s Supper and Foot Washing ordinances.
(Matthew 26:26-28 « John 13:1-17)

* Jesus prays in Gethsemane.
(Matthew 26:36-46)

* Judas betrays Jesus with a kiss.
(Matthew 26:47)

* Jesus is arrested and taken to Caiaphas.
(Matthew 26:57)

WEDNESDAY

* Judas plots to betray Jesus to the
priests for 30 pieces of silver.
(Matthew 26:14-16)

FRIDAY

* Early in the morning, Jesus endures a Jewish trial.
(Matthew 26:59-68)

* Before daybreak, Peter denies Jesus three times.
(Matthew 26:58, 69-75)

* Jesus stands before Pontius Pilate, is sent to
Herod, and is sent back to Pilate.
(Matthew 27:1-2 « Luke 23:6-11)

e Soldiers crown Jesus with thorns
and mock Him.
(Matthew 27:29-31)

e Jesus is crucified at 9:00 a.m.
(Mark 15:25)

There is darkness from noon to 3:00 p.m.
(Matthew 27:45)

The veil in the Temple is torn from top to bottom.
(Matthew 27:51)

Jesus’ body is buried in a borrowed tomb.
(Matthew 27:57-60)

SATURDAY

Jesus’ body remains in the tomb.
(Matthew 27:62-66)

EASTER SUNDAY'

Soldiers guarding the tomb become as dead men
because of an earthquake and an angel who rolls
away the tombstone.

(Matthew 28:2-4)

The women in a group (Mary Magdalene in
advance of the others) approach the sepulcher.
(Matthew 28:1 »« Mark 16:1 « Luke 23:55-24:1 « John 20:1)

Mary Magdalene, seeing the stone removed
and hastily concluding that the body has been
removed, runs for Peter and John, thus separating
herself from the rest of the women.

(John 20:2)

The other women arrive at the sepulcher and see
two angels. They depart to tell the disciples.
(Matthew 28:5, 8 « Mark 16:5 « Luke 24:4, 9)

While the women are gone, Peter and John run to
the sepulcher, find it empty, and leave.
(Luke 24:12 + John 20:2-10)

Mary Magdalene, having followed Peter and John
to the sepulcher, stands outside weeping. After
they depart, she sees two angels and then Jesus.
According to His command, she departs to carry
His message to the disciples.

(Mark 16:9-10 « John 20:11-18)

The women on their way — before their arrival at
the abode of the disciples, but after the appearance
of Jesus to Mary Magdalene—see Jesus.

(Matthew 28:9)

All the women, including Mary Magdalene, unite
in relating their story to the incredulous disciples.

v
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(Matthew 28:9 « Luke 24:10)

Jesus appears to the disciples:
to Peter, to Cleopas and another
follower on the road to Emmaus,
and then to a group of disciples
in Jerusalem.

(Luke 24:13-36)

. D.D.. Whedon, Commentary on The Gospels: Luke-John, p. 408




N\ sﬂW Aouinol ay; Jo juiod Buuels m
<
? sIaJaWo|y 00€ 0 S
S | _ |
= SolI 00€ 0 3 M
% z
wajesnJaf
/ eog
/ uesue.LIB)Ipap
soyded
sjwe|es g .
B19N9j9g ebiad 0’ hur((}\,Uc//..,U
yoaonuy ANRdy, - .
:&/ )Q \o. 4 00 [}
elje ' 0 ¢,
esjshq \”.N /Qq_o_m_n_
winiuo9j O “ Nyoonuy Q

IS
Xoelg

oneupy

Aauinop Aleuolissip }sii{ s, |ned



wajesniap

Asuwinol ays Jo juiod Buinels m

SIsBWo|iy 00
|

|
S3IA 00€

o-Llo
j“L
=

2os
snoseweq ) uesueLslipsyy
VI¥AS MU
snsie] P 0 ,NU
suayjy
o0ljJuy e AHdy <_o>|_ ~ v 0 ealyoua)
h > < V$0\ P g ° oa lo
e X * o0
o VIONID eqieg S <_a_m_n_Q L ( yjuLIo9
@9 m.;m>._ snsaydg /2 . _P
\& ViAo Q S
wniuod mi
! 07 eajelyy ® mmoh._. N /J b
eog o VIVHOY
A_ b
L VISAN = 5 IN\e o\ Y

SNINO( a _eolog
VINAHLI

8 d &..onmmz /o_:o_mmwo_._.

JOVIHLONYS iddijiyd ejuojjody oo
stjodiydwy oneupy
EES 30VAH |
/ yoelg VINOQ3OVIA

Aauunopr Aleuolssijy puosas s,|ned



wajesnJap

@
m&z

&

sﬂW Asuinol ayy Jo juiod Buinels m
&)
?

ralesar)
o /SIRW|0}d

a2 6 VOO »Wv

g N
vIals
ensk— o e gav

e

WwnNIuo9| O:

A <® wnwebiad | tesudlAii, . N\, \VIVHOY

B sossy —* ees

Vi <_w>_>_ =Y QMNO._._. :mmmm<
SNLINOd omwhmm
R VINAHLIG
m__oammz mo_:o_mmmms
FOVHEHIONYS iddipyg eluojjody eos
sijodiydwy oneLpy

eog
yoejq JOVHH |

VINOQIOV|\

SIsBWOly 00€
|

&V SelIA 008 z

2ag
uBauUBLIBYPSI

o-Llo
JF
=

®

Elejed wm_oomum_(rH/MU

S0Q. SUWV. oo
youao
& VAT =2 ey ( .
Bad|poe] J /sonvs Yyun09
L snsaydy: [»

sonug’ i BUAwS P S sory TRES P

Aauinop Aieuolissiy paiylL s,|ned



N\ % Asuwinol ays Jo juiod Buinels m
2
? s1s}8WolIY O0E 0 S
N _ _ _
- SalIN 00€ 0 3 M
% Z
elIpuexs|y
wajesniap
ealesoe)
CEN
/ ueaue.LIg)peN
uopig
SUaAeH Jieq
suouwjes
VIYAS odeols “—vanvi)
0 ease Xiuaoyd
oy [ N N ) 13
LRy Doy VIV
VIOA ¥Snpiud :
VIO & VIOAT . o
@7@ (& J ¢
et g < . asnoeiAg
g% S Q suayyy
S Q P [
e -
N\a N
(=]
Aepp uerddy
ayj uo
cog N 09INd's
oelpy
21N
/ yoelg

awoy 0} Asuinopr s, |ned



— J13)ybneq

— — = pueqsny

uog

isndeg auyy uyor
Jo peay ay) pajsanbay

awo|es

(uosud ui
Ined ya| xi|94)
|eu} s |ned je juasaid

(65-25 @'V Jojeinooud eapnr)
X194 patuep

e|iisnig

[eu) S,Ined 18 PajeIoo

0 =06 A’V painy
|| eddBy poiaH

lely s,Ined je yuasald
|| edduby jo
ssal)siw sdeysad

aojuiag

sedijuy posaH
uay} pue
| dillyd poteH parlep

selpoJaH

18)9d pauosiudu|
(ensody ay)) sswer pajnosxy
vy — /€ °a’Vv painy
| eddiby poiaH

awoleg paluep
JYolena] ayl, pajen

7€ °'A'vV—"0'a v panyd
Il dijiyd poisH

SBIPOJBH JO PUBQgSNH sl

| dijlyd possH

snsaf paliL
isndeg ayy uyor psynosx3
X0} B, WIY paj||eo snsap A
snejpRyIIy SBIPOISH O PUBGSNH puZ Joypey m_cO>m mmhm_ohss_
PoISH 6€°Q'V —"0'g ¥ PaINy sn|nqojsuy

sedijuy possH

(weajesnuar o)

eajedoa|)

(wsajesnuar Jo)
|| duweLe

(uejewes)

adeyjleN

snsar Ageg |13 0} pau L
usIN &SIV Aq PaNISIA

08 ¥ — /¢ painy
jeals) ay} poiaH

(uesuowseH)
| suweLep

Buipnjoul ‘seAIM QL

Jeal oy} PoIaH Jo Ajiwed ayL



Contrasting Calvinism and Arminianism

Within the broad scope of Christian theology, Arminianism and Calvinism share both history and many
Biblical doctrines. However, they offer radically different interpretations of Scriptures related to salvation
through Jesus Christ. In addition, there are a variety of approaches under the general headings of Calvinism and
Arminianism; proponents on both sides are not in universal agreement regarding how they apply these doctrines.

Calvinism, which is built upon the religious teachings of John Calvin (1509-1564), emphasizes the sover-
eignty of God and the salvation of the elect (those He has predetermined will be saved) by God’s grace alone.

Arminianism is based upon the original beliefs of the theologian Jacobus Arminius (1560-1609), but can
also include teachings of John Wesley and others. The Apostolic Faith subscribes most closely to the Wesleyan
view of Arminianism.

In his written works, Arminius quotes from Christian theologians dating back to the first century who taught
that grace is extended to all, but that man, by his own free will, may turn toward or away from the faith. He also
demonstrated that there were Christian leaders in every age since the time of Christ who taught that man can and
should live holy in this life.

Following is a chart that briefly states the five main points of difference between Calvinistic teaching and
Arminian teaching.

CALVINISM ARMINIANISM

Total Depravity:

Man is born with a depraved nature and lacks a
free will. God draws to repentance only those He
has predetermined for salvation.

Free Will:

Man is born with a depraved nature but has a free
will. God draws all to repentance, but man can
choose to repent and be regenerated, or resist and
perish.

Unconditional Election:

God has chosen only certain individuals
for salvation. The elect are those God has
predetermined will be saved.

Conditional Election:

God has chosen all humanity for salvation.
The elect are those who respond to His offer of
salvation with repentance and faith.

Limited Atonement:

When Christ gave His life upon the Cross,
atonement was made available but only for the
elect.

Unlimited Atonement:

When Christ gave His life upon the Cross,
atonement was made available for everyone.
However, atonement avails only for those who
choose to accept Christ’s provision.

Irresistible Grace:

Grace is extended only to the elect. God’s
call cannot be resisted and always results in
conversion.

Resistible Grace:

Grace is extended to all. Man is free to accept or
reject God’s call. Conversion results when man
believes and receives God’s offered grace.

Perseverance of the Saints:

Saved individuals retain their salvation to the end
because they are preserved by God. No saved
person will ever be lost; once an individual is
saved, he is always saved.

Assurance and Security:

Saved individuals can retain their salvation to the
end through continued obedience and faithfulness
to God. However, saved individuals can forfeit
their salvation by turning away from God.




