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IV.

Introduction: the author, recipients and blessing (1:1-2)
The character of the believer (1:3-12)
A. The present possessions (1:3-5)
1. Living hope (1:3)
2. Imperishable inheritance (1:4)
3. Preservation (1:5)
B. The present posture (1:6-9)
1. Rejoice in trials (1:6-7)
2. Love and believe God (1:8-9)
C. The present privilege (1:10-12)
1. Prophets sought for it (1:10-11)
2. Angels longed for it (1:12)
The challenge to the believer (1:13—2:10)
A. To holiness (1:13-21)
1. As sentinels: “gird your minds” (1:13)
2. As children: “be holy” (1:14-16)
3. As sojourners: “pass time in godly fear” (1:17-21)
B. To love (1:22-25)
1. The command (1:22)
2. The cause (1:23-25)
C. To growth (2:1-3)
D. To priestly service (2:4-10)
1. A spiritual house (2:4-5)
2. The chief cornerstone (2:6-8)
3. The people of God (2:9-10)
The conduct of the believer (2:11—5:11)
A. Insummary (2:11-12)
B. In submission (2:13—3:12)
1. Saints to civil authority (2:13-17)
a. The command (2:13-14)
b. The cause (2:15)
c. Another command (2:16-17)
2. Servants to masters (2:18-25)
a. The command (2:18)
b. The causes (2:19-25)
(1) The favor of God (2:19-20)
(2) The example of Christ (2:21-24)
(3) The new state (2:25)
3. Wives to husbands (3:1-7)
a. The wife’s relationship (3:1-6)
b. The husband’s relationship (3:7)
4. Saint to saint (3:8-12)
C. In suffering (3:13—4:19)
1. Maintain a good conscience (3:13-22)
a. The fact of suffering (3:13-14)
b. The conduct in suffering (3:15-16)
c. The example of suffering (3:17-22)
2. Walk in the will of God (4:1-6)
a. The command (4:1-2)
b. The reason (4:3)
c. The result (4:4-6)



3. Live soberly in view of the coming judgment (4:7-11)
a. Inprayer (4:7)
b. Inlove (4:8)
c.  With hospitality (4:9)
d. Inservice (4:10-11)
4. Realize trials are normal (4:12-19)
a. Means for glorifying God (4:12-17)
b. Reason for confidence (4:18-19)
D. Inservice (5:1-11)
1. Elders: shepherd the flock (5:1-4)
a. Tend the flock (5:1-2)
b. Be an example to the flock (5:3)
c. Thereward (5:4)
2. Young men: be subject [5a] (5:5)
3. Al [5b-11] (5:6-11)
a. Be humble [5b-6] (5:6)
b. Be trustful (5:7)
c. Be vigilant (5:8-9)
d. Be confident (5:10-11)
V. Conclusion (5:12-14)
A. Closing exhortation (5:12)
B. Greetings and benediction (5:13-14)



