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I.  The first discourse: Historical review (1:1—4:43)
A. Introduction (1:1-4)

1.
2.

The setting (1:1-2)
The time (1:3-4)

B. The wilderness sojourn (1:5—3:29)

1.

From Horeb to Kadesh (1:6-46)
a. The instructions to leave Horeb (1:6-8)
b. The selection of elders (1:9-18)
(1) Their choice (1:9-15)
(2) Their duties (1:16-18)
c. The events at Kadesh-Barnea (1:19-46)
(1) The mission of the spies (1:19-25)
(2) The rejection of the people (1:26-33)
(3) The wrath of God (1:34-46)
(a) Loss of privilege (1:34-40)
(b) Cause for defeat (1:41-46)
From Kadesh to Moab (2:1—3:29)
a. The conduct toward Edom (2:1-8)
b. The conduct toward Moab (2:9-15)
c. The conduct toward Ammon (2:16-23)
d. The conquest of Sihon (Amorites) (2:24-37)
(1) The command from God (2:24-25)
(2) The obstinance of Sihon (2:26-31)
(3) The defeat of Sihon (2:32-37)
e. The conquest of Og (Bashan) (3:1-11)
f.  The settlement of Transjordan (3:12-20)
g. The commission of Joshua (3:21-29)

C. An exhortation to obedience (4:1-40)

1.
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5.

The intent and purpose of the Law (4:1-8)

A review of the giving of the Law (4:9-14)
An exhortation to proper conduct (4:15-24)
The prediction of dispersion (4:25-31)

The privilege of the chosen people (4:32-40)

D. The selection of the cities of refuge (4:41-43)

1.
2.

Their purpose (4:41-42)
Their location (4:43)

II. The second discourse: exposition of the Law (4:44—26:19)
A. Introduction (4:44-49)
B. The exposition of the Decalogue (5:1—11:32)

1.
2.

The reiteration of the Ten Commandments (5:1-21)
The explanation and application of the Decalogue (5:22—11:32)
a. The events at Sinai reviewed (5:22-33)
b. The exhortation to obey the Law (6:1-3)
c. The explanation of the first commandment (6:4-25)
(1) The exposition (6:4-10)
(2) The ramifications (6:11-25)
(a) Concerning themselves (6:11-19)
(b) Concerning their sons (6:20-25)
d. The warning toward separation (7:1-11)
(1) From the Canaanites (7:1-4)
(2) From idolatry (7:5-11)
e. The promise of divine assistance (7:12-26)



(1) The promise of blessing (7:12-16)
(2) The promise of help (7:17-26)
The warning against forgetfulness of God (8:1-20)
(1) The past faithfulness of God (8:1-6)
(2) The promised faithfulness of God (8:7-10)
(3) The peril of forgetting the faithfulness of God (8:11-20)
(a) The caution (8:11-18)
(b) The consequences (8:19-20)
The warning against self-righteousness (9:1—10:11)
(1) The warning (9:1-6)
(2) The rehearsal of past failures (9:7-24)
(3) The intercession of Moses (9:25-29)
(4) The intercession’s results (10:1-11)
(a) The reiteration of the Law (10:1-5)
(b) The privilege of the Levites (10:6-9)
(¢) The exhortation to possess the land (10:10-11)
The warning against disobedience (10:12—11:32)
(1) The admonition to fear and love God (10:12—11:7)
(2) The reason to fear and love God (11:8-17)
(3) The necessity of the instruction of children (11:18-25)
(4) The provision of a blessing and a curse (11:26-32)

C. The exposition of the principle laws of Israel (12:1—26:19)
1. Religious legislation (12:1—16:17)

a.

The law of a central sanctuary (12:1-32)
(1) The destruction of false worship (12:1-4)
(2) The centralization of true worship (12:5-14)
(3) The character of true worship (12:15-32)
(a) The avoidance of blood (12:15-28)
(b) The avoidance of ensnarement (12:29-32)
The laws against idolatry (13:1-18)
(1) Conduct toward a false prophet (13:1-5)
(2) Conduct toward seducers to idolatry (13:6-11)
(3) Conduct toward an apostate city (13:12-18)
The laws concerning personal holiness (14:1—16:17)
(1) The law against disfigurement (14:1-2)
(2) The laws concerning dietary restrictions (14:3-21)
(a) Certain species of animals (14:3-8)
(b) Certain water creatures (14:9-10)
(¢c) Certain fowl (14:11-20)
(d) Any animal that dies of itself (14:21)
(3) The laws concerning the tithes (14:22-29)
(4) The laws providing for the poor (15:1-23)
(a) The laws concerning release from debt (15:1-11)
(b) The laws concerning release of slaves (15:12-18)
(¢) The laws concerning firstlings of cattle (15:19-23)
(5) The laws concerning the chief feasts (16:1-17)
(a) The laws concerning Passover (16:1-8)
(b) The laws concerning Pentecost (16:9-12)
(¢) The laws concerning Tabernacles (16:13-15)
(d) Conclusion (16:16-17)

2. Civil legislation (16:18—21:23)

a.

Laws concerning the government of the land (16:18—17:20)
(1) Laws concerning the appointment of judges (16:18—17:7)
(a) Their appointment (16:18)
(b) Their conduct (16:19—17:7)



(2) Laws concerning an appeals court (17:8-13)
(3) Laws concerning the appointment of a king (17:14-20)
(a) His appointment (17:14-15)
(b) His conduct (17:16-20)
Laws concerning the rights of priests and the Levites (18:1-22)
(1) Laws concerning the rights of priests and Levites (18:1-8)
(2) Laws against idolatrous worship (18:9-13)
(3) Laws concerning false and true prophets (18:14-22)
Laws concerning criminal action (19:1-21)
(1) Laws concerning the cities of refuge (19:1-13)
(a) The provision of the cities (19:1-3)
(b) The right use of the cities (19:4-10)
(¢) The illegitimate use of the cities (19:11-13)
(2) Laws concerning the removal of landmarks (19:14)
(3) Laws concerning the punishment of false witnesses (19:15-21)
Laws concerning wars (20:1-20)
(1) An exhortation to fearlessness (20:1-4)
(2) Laws governing military exemption (20:5-9)
(3) Laws governing sieges (20:10-20)
Miscellaneous civil laws (21:1-23)
(1) The expiation of an unknown murderer’s crime (21:1-9)
(2) Laws concerning the treatment of female captives (21:10-14)
(3) Laws concerning the rights of the first born (21:15-17)
(4) Laws concerning a rebellious son (21:18-21)
(5) Laws concerning the treatment of a criminal’s corpse (21:22-23)

Social legislation (22:1—26:15)
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g.

Laws concerning lost property (22:1-4)
Laws concerning woman’s dress (22:5)
Laws concerning bird-life (22:6-7)
Laws concerning home safety (22:8)
Laws concerning common distinctions (22:9-12)
Laws concerning personal or family morality (22:13—24:5)
(1) Concerning sexual sins (22:13-30)
(a) The charge of a wife’s unchastity (22:13-21)
(b) The charge of adultery (22:22)
(c) The charge of intercourse with a betrothed virgin (22:23-24)
(d) The charge of rape with a betrothed virgin (22:25-27)
(e) The charge of rape of a virgin (22:28-29)
(f) The charge of intercourse with a father’s former wife (22:30)
(2) Concerning exclusion from the assembly (23:1-8)
(a) Those excluded (23:1-6)
[1] The eunuch (23:1)
[2] The illegitimate (23:2)
[3] The Ammonite or Moabite (23:3-6)
(b) Those included (23:7-8)
(3) Concerning the cleanness of the camp (23:9-13)
(4) Concerning the treatment of runaway slaves (23:14-16)
(5) Concerning the treatment of prostitutes (23:17-18)
(6) Concerning interest on loans (23:19-20)
(7) Concerning vows (23:21-23)
(8) Concerning a neighbor’s fields (23:24-25)
(9) Concerning remarriage after divorce to the same individual (24:1-4)
(10) Concerning military exemption of a newly-married (24:5)
Laws concerning economic and social injustice (24:6—25:19)



(1) Concerning a wrong pledge (24:6)
(2) Concerning kidnapping (24:7)
(3) Concerning leprosy (24:8-9)
(4) Concerning pledges from the poor (24:10-13)
(5) Concerning hired servants (24:14-15)
(6) Concerning responsibility for criminal action (24:16)
(7) Concerning justice toward the helpless (24:17-18)
(8) Concerning care for the helpless (24:19-22)
(9) Concerning proper judicial punishment (25:1-3)
(10) Concerning the care of laboring beasts (25:4)
(11) Concerning Levitical marriage (25:5-10)
(12) Concerning indecent assault (25:11-12)
(13) Concerning just weights and measures (25:13-16)
(14) Concerning the extermination of the Amalekites (25:17-19)
h. Laws concerning stewardship (26:1-15)
(1) Concerning thanksgiving and firstfruits (26:1-11)
(2) Concerning prayer and special tithes (26:12-15)
4. Concluding exhortation and promise (26:16-19)
III. The third discourse: ratification of the covenant (27:1—30:20)
A. The establishment of the Law (27:1-26)
1. The setting up of the law in the land (27:1-8)
2. The benefit of covenant relationship (27:9-10)
3. The declaration of Israel’s commitment (27:11-26)
B. The responsibility of keeping the Law (28:1-68)
1. The blessings for obedience (28:1-14)
2. The curses for disobedience (28:15-68)
C. The renewal of the covenant (29:1—30:20)
1. Introduction (29:1-9)
2. The summons to enter into the covenant (29:10-13)
3. The seriousness of adherence to the covenant (29:14-29)
4. The ultimate fulfillment of the covenant (30:1-10)
The promise of dispersion (30:1)
The promise of national repentance (30:2)
The promise of return to the land (30:3-5)
The promise of conversion (30:6)
The promise of judgment on Israel’s enemies (30:7)
The promise of blessing (30:8-10)
5. The appeal of commitment to the covenant (30:11-20)
IV. Historical appendices (31:1—34:12)
A. The final injunctions of Moses (31:1-29)
1. Moses’ final charge to Israel (31:1-8)
2. The Law written and delivered to the priests (31:9-13)
3. The Lord’s words to Moses (31:14-22)
4. The commission of Joshua (31:23)
5. The prediction of apostasy (31:24-29)
B. The song of Moses (31:30—32:47)
1. Setting (31:30)
Introduction (32:1-4)
The foolishness of Israel (32:5-6)
The love of Jehovah (32:7-14)
The apostasy of Israel (32:15-18)
The wrath of the Lord on Israel (32:19-33)
The final deliverance of Israel (32:34-43)
The resulting exhortation (32:44-47)
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C. The sight of the land by Moses (32:48-52)
D. The blessing of Israel by Moses (33:1-29)
1. Introduction (33:1-5)
2. The blessing of the tribes (33:6-25)
Reuben (33:6)
Judah (33:7)
Levi (33:8-11)
Benjamin (33:12)
Joseph (33:13-17)
Zebulun (33:18-19)
Gad (33:20-21)
Dan (33:22)
Naphtali (33:23)
j.  Asher (33:24-25)
3. Conclusion (33:26-29)
E. The death of Moses (34:1-12)
1. His death (34:1-7)
2. His mourning (34:8)
3. His replacement (34:9)
4. His eulogy (34:10-12)
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