
Colossians Complete Amplified Outline
I.	 Introduction (1:1-14)
	 A.	 Salutation (1:1-2)
		  1.	 The author (1:1)
		  2.	 The recipients and blessing (1:2)
	 B.	 Thanksgiving (1:3-8)
		  1.	 The reason (1:3-5)
		  2.	 The source (1:6-8)
	 C.	 Supplication (1:9-14)
		  1.	 For proper knowledge (1:9)
		  2.	 For proper conduct (1:10-14)
			   a.	 Fruitfulness and knowledge (1:10)
			   b.	 Strength (1:11)
			   c.	 Giving thanks (1:12-14)
				    (1)	 Inheritance (1:12)
				    (2)	 Deliverance and transference (1:13-14)
II.	 Doctrinal: the doctrine of those in Christ (1:15 — 2:3)
	 A.	 The person of Christ (1:15-18)
	 	 1.	 In relation to God: the image and the firstborn (1:15)
		  2.	 In relation to creation (1:16-17)
			   a.	 The creator (1:16)
			   b.	 The preexistent one and the sustainer (1:17)
		  3.	 In relation to the church (1:18)
	 B.	 The work of Christ (1:19-2:3)
		  1.	 The nature (1:19-20)
			   a.	 In relation to the Father (1:19)
			   b.	 In relation to the creation (1:20)
		  2.	 The goal (1:21-23)
			   a.	 Past alienation (1:21)
			   b.	 Present reconciliation and future presentation (1:22-23)
		  3.	 The proclamation (1:24-2:3)
	 	 	 a.	 Suffering for it (1:24-25)
			   b.	 Content of it (1:26-27)
			   c.	 Purpose of it (1:28-29)
			   d.	 Struggle for it (2:1-3)
III.	 Polemical: the defense of those in Christ (2:4 — 3:4)
	 A.	 Admonition of the believers (2:4-8)
		  1.	 The attack of false teachers (2:4)
		  2.	 The progressive walk of believers (2:5-7)
		  3.	 The strategy of false teachers (2:8)
	 B.	 Instruction for the believers (2:9-15)
		  1.	 The position of the believer (2:9-10)
		  2.	 The circumcision of the believer (2:11)
		  3.	 The baptism of the believer (2:12)
		  4.	 The resurrection of the believer (2:13-15)
	 C.	 Exhortation of the believers (2:16 — 3:4)
		  1.	 Negatively (2:16-23)
			   a.	 Avoid legalism (2:16-17)
			   b.	 Avoid mysticism (2:18-19)
			   c.	 Avoid asceticism (2:20-23)
		  2.	 Positively (3:1-4)
			   a.	 Seek the things above (3:1)
			   b.	 Set your mind on things above (3:2-4)
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				    (1)	 The command (3:2)
				    (2)	 The cause (3:3-4)
IV.	 Ethical: the duties of those in Christ (3:5 — 4:6)
	 A.	 In the personal life (3:5-17)
		  1.	 Negatively (3:5-11)
			   a.	 Consider yourself as dead to sin (3:5-7)
	 	 	 b.	 Put off the actions of the old man (3:8)
			   c.	 The reason (3:9-11)
				    (1)	 Such actions have already been laid aside (3:9)
				    (2)	 The new man has already been put on (3:10-11)
		  2.	 Positively (3:12-17)
			   a.	 Put on the character of the new man (3:12)
			   b.	 Put on the actions of the new man (3:13-17)
				    (1)	 In relation to others (3:13-14)
					     (a)	 Forbearing and forgiving (3:13)
					     (b)	 Loving (3:14)
				    (2)	 In relation to self (3:15-17)
					     (a)	 The peace of Christ: ruling (3:15)
					     (b)	 The word of Christ: dwelling (3:16)
					     (c)	 The name of Christ: doing (3:17)
	 B.	 In family life (3:18 — 4:1)
		  1.	 Wives (3:18)
		  2.	 Husbands (3:19)
		  3.	 Children (3:20)
		  4.	 Fathers (3:21)
		  5.	 Servants (3:22-25)
		  6.	 Masters (4:1)
	 C.	 In prayer life (4:2-4)
		  1.	 The command and manner (4:2)
		  2.	 The content (4:3-4)
	 D.	 In public life (4:5-6)
		  1.	 Walk in wisdom and redeem the time (4:5)
		  2.	 Be gracious in speech (4:6)
V.	 Conclusion (4:7-18)
	 A.	 The commendation of Tychicus (4:7-9)
		  1.	 His character and mission (4:7-8)
		  2.	 His companion (4:9)
	 B.	 The greetings of friends (4:10-14)
		  1.	 Aristarchus and Marcus (4:10)
		  2.	 Justus (4:11)
		  3.	 Epaphras (4:12-13)
		  4.	 Luke and Demas (4:14)
	 C.	 The instructions of Paul (4:15-18)
		  1.	 Greetings (4:15)
		  2.	 Instructions (4:16-17)
			   a.	 Read this epistle (4:16)
			   b.	 Exhort Archippus (4:17)
			   3.	 Benediction (4:18)


