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Introduction (1:1-12)
A. The salutation (1:1-2)

1. The writer and his companions; the recipients and their state (1:1)

2. The twofold blessing (1:2)
B. The thanksgiving (1:3-10)
1. For their growth in faith and love (1:3)
2. For their patience in affliction (1:4-10)
a. Patience recognized (1:4-5)
b. Punishment coming (1:6-10)
(1) The principle and the time (1:6-7)
(2) The recipients (1:8)
(3) The punishment (1:9-10)
C. The prayer (1:11-12)
1. The petitions (1:11)
2. The goal (1:12)
Instructions concerning the Day of the Lord (2:1-17)
A. The Day of the Lord: the present error (2:1-2)

B. The Day of the Lord: the preceding events (2:3-12)

1. The apostasy (2:3)
2. The revelation of the man of sin (2:4-12)
a. His character (2:4-5)
b. His restraint (2:6-7)
c. His doom (2:8)
d. His power and followers (2:9-12)
C. The Day of the Lord: not our portion (2:13-17)
1. The reason for assurance (2:13-14)
a. God’s selection (2:13)
b. God’s calling (2:14)

2. The enjoyment of assurance (2:15)

3. The prayer for assurance (2:16-17)
Instructions concerning the believer’s walk (3:1-15)
A. Call to prayer (3:1-5)

1. Prayer for Paul (3:1-2)

2. Paul’s prayer for them (3:3-5)

B. Call to discipline (3:6-15)

1. The problem (3:6)

2. The example (3:7-9)

3. The precepts (3:10-13)

4. The discipline (3:14-15)

Conclusion (3:16-18)

A. The concluding prayer (3:16)
B. The answer to forgers (3:17)
C. The benediction (3:18)



