
GOD’S PLAN . . . God wants to remove sin from our lives so that we 
can have a relationship with Him and spend eternity in Heaven. 
However, the penalty for sin is death, and that penalty must be paid. 
Out of His great love for us, God sent His Son, Jesus Christ, to be our 
Savior. Jesus lived as a man and died in our place for our sins. Because 
of that, if we follow the steps that God has laid out in the Bible, our sins 
can be forgiven. God will change our desires and give us power to live 
without sin so we can enjoy eternal life with Him in Heaven one day.
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OUR CONDITION TODAY . . . Since we are all Adam’s descendants, 
every child in the world has been born with his fallen nature. Instead 
of coming into the world desiring to do right, we are all born with an 
inclination toward sin and evil. Proof of this natural downward tendency 
is abundantly evident anywhere human beings are found. Our sin 
results in tremendous pain, sorrow, and suffering. The consequences 
of sin reach far beyond this life because those who reject God and die 
in a sinful state will go to Hell and be separated from God eternally.
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IN THE BEGINNING. . . The first man and woman, Adam and Eve, were 
created by God and enjoyed perfect fellowship with Him. They were 
without sin and lived peacefully in a beautiful garden that supplied all 
their needs. God gave them only one rule, which was not to eat the fruit of 
a particular tree. However, Satan tempted them to eat the forbidden fruit 
by saying it would benefit them. They ate it, and that act of disobedience 
against God was the first sin. It severed Adam’s and Eve’s relationships 
with God because He is holy and cannot have fellowship with evil.
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seemed boring to me, and I wanted something exciting. I 
planned that once I was old enough to be independent, I 
would leave church behind and do my own thing, and that is 
exactly what I did. Yet, whenever I ran into problems in life, 
I would return to what I had been taught at home—I would 
pray. That was all I knew to do. I remember praying at times, 
“God, if You will help me pass through university, I will work 
for You.” Unfortunately, when I finished my studies, I forgot 
those promises and continued on my own. 

In His mercy, God kept calling after my heart. After I 
graduated from university, I started my career, and when 
I was twenty-eight years old, I married. My father had 
passed away three years before that, and then my mother 
passed the year I married. Up to that point, my life had 
been blessed by my parents’ faithfulness, and I had taken 
it for granted because I had never known anything else. 
For example, though our family had never been well off, 
we were always healthy. We could not afford nutritious 
meals, yet we were never malnourished or sick, and that was 
true even through my years at university. After my parents 
passed away, I noticed that I started to get sick often. I 
could not eat the same diet anymore because it was making 
me ill. This was just the start of the troubles I experienced as 
I moved further away from the Lord.

NEARLY DESTROYED BY MY OWN GREED
My first job after graduation was as an accountant at a 
computer equipment company. I was responsible for 
implementing systems for their suppliers, payments, and 
training. In time, I started noticing that other people 
seemed to live better than me, and thought I would be 
happier if I had more material possessions. Regrettably, 
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a pastor and he later became the 
district superintendent of South Africa. 
Looking back, I can say that being raised in the church 
was a comfort to me. Seeing God work in our home was 
a normal way of life, but it was so normal that I did not 
realize how special it was until I had lost it. 

I RESENTED MY UPBRINGING
As a youth, I did not appreciate being raised in the 
Gospel. In fact, to a certain extent I resented it. Church 
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God will let you know that the work is done in your heart.
The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the 
children of God. (Romans 8:16)

RECEIVE

When you have honestly and sincerely taken the steps above,  
then believe that God will hear your prayer and save you.
For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son,  
that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life. (John 3:16)

BEL IEVE

Determine that with God’s help you are going to turn away 
from all sin in your life.
Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his 
thoughts: and let him return unto the Lord, and he will have  
mercy upon him . . . for he will abundantly pardon. (Isaiah 55:7)

FORSAKE

Be genuinely sorry for the sins you have committed and ask 
God to forgive you.
If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins,  
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. (1 John 1:9)
Except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish. (Luke 13:3) 

CONFESS  AND REPENT

Admit that you have sinned and need God’s help.
For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God. (Romans 3:23)
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when I became wise in my own eyes and nearly destroyed 
my future by committing theft, God delivered me. I should 
have been in jail with a criminal record, but God prevented 
it. Through all of this, I realized that God is good. Unworthy 
as I was, He showed me mercy and love. From that time, I 
began seeking God in prayer and going to church again. 
When I repented of all my sins, God was merciful and saved me. 

My wife, Monicca, started attending church with me 
and God saved her as well. Because I had been raised in 
church, I knew that I needed to seek my deeper experiences. 
Soon God sanctified me, and then baptized me with the 
power of the Holy Ghost. There have been challenges along 
the way, but those foundational experiences helped me to 
stand firm, and God has led us. God also gave us children, 
and we are blessed to serve Him together. 

I OWE GOD EVERYTHING
Before I was saved, there were times when I felt good 
about my life and thought, “Ah, things are working for 
me!” But that all fell apart. Now I know, “God is good and 
He is working for me!” I owe Him more than I could ever 
repay. My desire is to serve Him more and to remain faithful 
wherever He calls me to serve. Though my parents did not 
live to see me saved, I am encouraged by the hope that I 
will see them again when Jesus takes me home to Heaven.
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greed led me to try to steal from the company. I issued a 
fraudulent check, intending to deposit it into my own bank 
account. However, my employer caught me before the money 
was transferred, and I was immediately suspended. I was 
facing criminal charges that would destroy my future. 

I knew my actions were indefensible and was ashamed 
of what I had done. Because of my upbringing, I instinctively 
sought God in my desperation, asking for His help. Though 
I did not go as far as surrendering my life to Him, I made 
a sincere prayer: “God, help me. Forgive me, and let Your 
will be done.” When I went to my disciplinary hearing, I 
confessed everything, including some things my employer 
had not known about. The man who was chairing the hearing 
was so amazed by how repentant I was that he decided to let 
the whole thing go! I was astounded. They told me, “You are 
forgiven.” They even offered to let me keep my position at 
the company, but I decided I should leave. Even then, they 
insisted on paying me for the rest of that month, including 
the time I had been suspended at home. I walked away with 
nothing on my record.

THE UNFATHOMABLE MERCY OF GOD
That whole event caused me to realize how good and 
merciful God had been to me. Despite the selfish and sinful 
life I was living, God was still there for me. I started to see 
how good my life had been when I was in a Christian home, 
and how terrible things were going without God in my life. 
I had always been healthy growing up because God was 
helping our family, and with my parents no longer praying 
for me every day, I was exposed to problems in a way that I 
had not been before. I had passed university not because of 
my own capabilities, but because I made a promise and God 
was faithful, even when I was not being faithful to Him. Then, 
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