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Faith in times of crisis

Through sickness, accidents, and deadly storms, prayer was her
first response — and God proved faithful again and again.

was saved, I began to pray for him. At times the
enemy of my soul would come around and tempt
me to give up. Every time I would get to the end
of my rope, the Lord would show me that if T held
on in prayer, my husband would be saved, and he
was. One Sunday morning in our home, I’ll never
forget how the Lord came down in our kitchen—
just the two of us alone there with God!

Those experiences were many years ago, and
many things have come into my life since then.
I have had trials and tests—things that I never
thought would ever come my way—but the Lord
was always there to help me.

Help in desperate times

When our daughter Helen was just three years
old, she had typhoid fever. For two months,

she lay wasting away. The doctors did not seem
to know from one day to the next what would
happen. My husband and I would take turns
sitting up with her, and those hours of the

night were long. It was cold in the house, but I
would sit there and pray the best I knew how,
and one day the Lord raised her up. Another time
our daughter Marie was sick with scarlet fever.

The doctor gave up on her, but
we sent a telegram requesting
prayer to the church in
Portland, and we prayed. God
healed her!

I remember an accident we
had. Our son Ray was driving
in snow, and when we started
up a steep hill, the car began
to spin around. We ended up
going backwards down an
embankment very fast. I just put
my hands up and cried out, “Oh
God, help us!” In a miraculous
way, that car stopped just like
someone grabbed it.

In March of 1925, we went
through a tornado—the worst
in recorded history at that time.
Several of our relatives were
killed in that storm, including
my in-laws. Our children were
in town and my husband was
working away from the home.

He normally did not come home
on Wednesdays, but when I saw
the clouds were looking bad, I
prayed that he would come home,
and he did. The winds hit with
fury into our house.

In the middle of the storm we
had a fire. There was a pipe going
from the stove to the wall in
the house, and the tornado was
so strong that it was knocking
down the pipe and fire was
coming out of the stove. I prayed
while my husband literally held
up that pipe to keep the fire from
spreading to the house.

Our seven-year old son,
Emmett, was at school when he
saw the storm coming. He ran
into the cloakroom and all the
children piled in on top of him.
The wind took off the top floor
of the two-story building and
collapsed the brick walls. Several

children died in the collapse, but
Emmett was safe. I’'ve heard him
testify so many times that he
was only seven years old but he
knew how to pray. He knew God
could do something for him.

Jesus is my all in all

I thank God for all He has done
for me through the years. He
has saved so many of our family.
My dad had never been born
again. He was an honest man
and thought that was all he
needed, but I lived to see the day
when both of my parents came
to the Lord. I have a picture of
my dad when he was eighty-six
years old being baptized in the
Meramec River near St. Louis,
Missouri. He had real salvation.
I know both of my parents are
in Heaven today. God saved my
children, my sons-in-law, my
grandchildren, my brothers

and sisters, and my mother

and father. My grandmother’s
prayers were answered.

I am old now, but the Lord
gives me strength each day.
There’s no one like Jesus! I
thank Him because He is my
Savior and my all in all. I've
proved Him through these years,
and there is something in my
soul that wants to press on. It
pays to serve the Lord!

Charlotte (Lottie)

Bean, a veteran

of the Apostolic

Faith work in the

Midwest, lived most
of her life in the Murphysboro,
Illinois, area. She went Home to be
with the Lord in 1976.
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WITNESS

18 | SEPARATE PATHS
TO FULL COMMITMENT
Though they took separate paths

in life, neither Dwane nor Teresa
could forget the Biblical teachings
they grew up with.

WORLD REPORT

32 | SAINTS IN EAST
INDIA: Steadfast,
Unmovable, Abounding
Visitors from outside India were
encouraged to see the Gospel moving
forward there despite adversity.
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24 | AWORKER

FOR GOD

Lordick prayed for a job he could
do for God, and his prayer was
answered!

34 | SHORT TAKES

Brief reports from our churches

worldwide.
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28 | WHAT BRINGS
DELIGHT?

The goodness of God is reflected in
the things that delight Him.

OUR CLASSICS

36 | MORE THAN
WILLPOWER

Lottie tried to live right but found
it was impossible in her own
stength.
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OUR CLASSICS

BY CHARLOTTE BEAN

MORE THAN
WILLPOWER

Lottie tried to live right but found it was
impossible in her own strength.

God’s promise to give beauty for

i 8 ashes is still alive today.

me how the

Lord can
completely
change a

heart in bﬁwﬁ he testimonies of Brother

a moment &n Dwane and Sister Teresa
time.” Gibson Ross (see page 18)
remind us that God gives
“beauty for ashes, the oil of
joy for mourning, the garment of praise
for the spirit of heaviness” (Isaiah 61:3).

Sister Teresa’s journey unfolded
differently but was marked by the same
faithful hand of God. Raised in a home
where Scripture was honored and prayer
was constant, she resisted salvation for

years. When her marriage nearly collapsed

hen I'wasyoung,  was a failure; I could never how the Lord had taken sin out because of her temper, she fell to her knees

I had a dear live a Christian life in my own

grandmother

who took all of

us children to
church and Sunday school when
we went to visit her. She was a
real Christian, and everyone in
town loved her, but she passed
away when I was nine years old.
Though she brought my mother
up the right way, my mother did
not tell me how to be saved. It
seemed she just did not know
how to explain it, although she
had been saved when she was
very young. However, she lived a
good life before us and brought
us up carefully, teaching us what
was right and wrong.

As I grew older, I realized
I needed God. There was a
longing in my heart to make
Heaven my home, but I never
knew I could pray through and
really get the witness that the
Lord had forgiven my sins, so I
just took on a form of religion. I
thought if I had my name on the
church roll, that was all I needed,
so at fourteen years of age, I
joined a church.

I had strong willpower and
was sure that I could do what
was right and keep away from
things I knew were wrong.
However, it was not long before
the realization came that I

strength. I thought, What is the
use of trying? I decided to throw
it all overboard and go out into
the world, thinking maybe there
I would find satisfaction. But

I could not find happiness. I
went on in that condition until
after [ was married and had a
family. I tried to bring up my
little children in the way they
should go, but I could not teach
them what they needed. While I
knew right from wrong, I did not
understand real salvation.

Finding what I'd
always longed for

How grateful I am that the Lord
did not leave me in that hopeless
situation! In His mercy, He sent
a woman our way from Portland,
Oregon, who preached the
old-time religion. Her church
was having cottage prayer
meetings in different parts of
town and I went one night just
to see what it was all about.

As Iwentin, I could feel the
presence of God. Though I was

a sinner, I knew that the Lord
was in that place. I sat there and
wept like a child as people began
to testify. Some who spoke were
men and women I had known
almost all of my life. They told

of their hearts, and now they
were living for Him. I knew
they had something real and
that God could do the same for
me. [ raised my hand for prayer
that night but I did not kneel
with the others. As I went home,
though, I realized they were
praying for me. I could hardly
eat or sleep because the Lord
was talking to me. I began to
count the cost.

My sister’s husband was a
Christian, and one night they
held a meeting at their house. I
decided to go, although I did
not know why. As I went in,
they were singing “Sinner, Be in
Time.” I thought, Oh, I do want
to be in time! After the meeting
was over, they did what they
ordinarily did in a cottage prayer
meeting—they prayed for those
who were sick and in need of
a healing touch. My daughter
Alberta, only five years of age at
the time, was with me. She had
an infection in a gland in her
neck. The doctor had operated
on her, but it was coming back
much worse than before. They
asked me about her, and I told
them of her condition. They
asked, “Do you want us to pray
for her?” and I said, “Yes.” As
we knelt, however, I began to
pray for myself. I knew I needed
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Their lives—marked by early Christian

training, profound loss, and remarkable
restoration—reflect the fact that

God’s goodness shines even in difficult
circumstances.

As a ten-year-old boy, Brother Dwane
trembled under conviction and prayed a
simple but life-changing prayer: “Lord,
save me.” The Lord answered, and from
that moment on, God’s grace became
evident in his life. Early on, he learned
that God speaks powerfully (see page 19
for more on that topic), and he listened.
Though tempted in his youth by the things
of the world, he kept his hand in God’s
hand—and God kept him. His testimony
stands as a strong reminder that the Lord
is able to keep us from falling. Through
every stage, God not only protected him
from sin, but drew deeper devotion from
his heart and in time replaced his doubts
with purpose.

A time of “ashes” in his life came years
later. In March of 2007, the Lord called his
beloved wife, Sister Rosa, home to Heaven,
leaving Brother Dwane with his three
teenage children. Such grief can reduce life
to rubble. In that dark valley, they found
comfort in the assurance that God was in
control and that Sister Rosa had reached
her goal. Though sorrow lingered, the Lord
was there to heal broken hearts.

and prayed, “If You save me, I’ll serve You.”
God answered that prayer, transforming
her heart and saving her soul.

For Sister Teresa too, “ashes” fell on her
family. Just weeks after her husband found
salvation, he died suddenly. She was left
with two small boys and a shattered heart,
and could barely pray beyond whispering
the name “Jesus.” She found that Name to
be a strong tower. In her deepest sorrow,
God carried her.

For both Brother Dwane and Sister
Teresa, God saw their pain and met their
needs. Then, in His perfect timing, He
brought two widowed hearts together. He
blended families and multiplied blessings
in a way that neither could have planned.
What the enemy would have turned to
despair, God turned into a testimony.
Though the way was not always easy, they
found joy by walking with Him.

If you are experiencing a time of “ashes,”
let this family’s example encourage you
that the God who has power to save also
has power to give beauty for ashes. As you
read the contents of this magazine, may
you be reminded that our God is a good
God, and even if you do not understand
His ways, you can trust that He is quietly
preparing a beautiful future for you.

APOSTOLICFAITH.ORG 5
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when everyone prayed. Also, the congregation has gained a deeper
understanding of doctrine. They need prayer for more growth.

e At Kaikavolu, four people were water baptized, and a woman
who was unable to bare children gave birth to a son. She had been
ridiculed in the village, but God saved and healed her. There is a
need among the congregants to receive their deeper experiences.

e In Durganagar, a couple who were unable to have children are
expecting, and this has been a powerful testimony in the village.
They request prayer for a safe delivery. Also, a young girl whose
elbow was struck by an iron rod needs healing, and a farmer is
looking to God for a full recovery from illness so that his daughter

can leave off farming and return to school.

e In Pedapudi, a sister was suffering from uterine fibroids and
needed surgery but couldn’t afford it. She was prayed over and

God healed her.

The meeting closed with a message from 1 Corinthians 15:58,
which exhorts, “Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast,
unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as
ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.” This was followed
by a time of prayer, and then the pastors and their wives were
presented with gifts of appreciation from the Portland headquarters.

On Tuesday, January 27, the visitors were invited to a service in
Nadimpalem where the church is located on the second floor of a
pastor’s home. As they arrived, the saints were already singing, with
the children seated on the floor in the front and the adults in chairs
behind them. One highlight of the evening was when the children
sang, “I don’t fear, because the Lord is with me.” The sermon was
taken from Matthew 5:16 and focused on “Keep Your Light Shining.”
At the close, following a time of prayer, the visitors distributed candy

and toys before leaving.

By the close of the trip, the visitors had noted that persecution
against Christians seems to be widespread in the Andhra Pradesh
State. Despite this, the saints in India remain steadfast, unmovable,

and always abounding in the work of the Lord.
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<« Youth
services
at the
Kaikavolu
church.

SHORT TAKES

Brief reports from our
churches worldwide.

JAMAICA RECOVERS FROM
HURRICANE MELISSA

On October 28, 2025, Hurricane Melissa
made landfall on the island of Jamaica,
causing major damage throughout the
small country as it remained at a category
5 level for about thirty-six hours. With
sustained winds of 185 miles per hour, it
was the strongest hurricane ever recorded
to make landfall on this island nation.’

Since the storm, much of the nation’s
infrastructure has now been restored, and
great progress has been made toward
repairing the many damaged buildings and
personal residences. However, travel is
still challenging on rural roadways and the
fallout still visible in lowland regions.

Ed Habre, Director of Jamaica Work,

visited our churches in Jamaica in

February of 2026, led by Jamaica District
Superintendent Rohan Clough. They
reported that of our churches in Jamaica,
the Troy branch suffered the most damage,
losing nearly all of its roof. Thankfully,

the roof has now been rebuilt using
donated funds for materials and volunteer
labor from among our churches in the
surrounding area. Rev. Habre commented
that the repairs look great and the workers
showed beautiful craftsmanship. The
Pastor of the Troy church, Andrea Miller,
said the congregation is grateful for the
generosity of the saints in the United
States in helping them to rebuild.

'Rob Shackelford and Jonathan Erdman, “Hurricane
Melissa Recap: Catastrophic Jamaica Category 5

Landfall; Damage from Hispaniola to Cuba, Bahamas,”
The Weather Channel, November 1, 2025, www.
weather.com, accessed Feb 24, 2026.
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Knowing
God’s Voice

God speaks plainly
through His Word.
He never speaks
in contradiction to
Scripture.

The Bible comes alive
when we read it and
listen for the Spirit to
speak to our hearts

through it.

Lorp before Eli. And the word of
the Lorp was precious in those

»

days; there was no open vision.
The Word of God was “precious
because it was scarce. That was
not God’s fault; His instructions
were there all the time, but they
went unheeded in those days.
Israel had gone so far astray
that few were listening to God.
Even Eli the priest—the person
charged with maintaining the
pure worship of God—was guilty
of disobeying God’s instructions.
In the first chapter of
1 Samuel, we read that Hannah,
the mother of Samuel, had been
unable to bear children, so she
promised God, “O Lorbp of hosts,
if thou wilt indeed look on the
affliction of thine handmaid, and
remember me, and not forget
thine handmaid, but wilt give
unto thine handmaid a man
child, then I will give him unto
the Lorp all the days of his
life” (1 Samuel 1:11). And that is
exactly what she did; when God

»

The Right
Response

“To obey is better
than sacrifice.”
— 1Samuel 15:22

Saul obeyed part of
God’s command, but
partial obedience
is still disobedience.
God wants us to
listen and obey.

gave her a son and the child was
weaned, she brought him to the
Temple to minister to the Lord.
God needed someone who would
listen and obey because Eli had
failed to do so, and that person
was Samuel.

It was there in the Temple
complex that God spoke to
Samuel, calling his name as
he was sleeping. The lad was
accustomed to listening to
instructions and obeying. When
he heard his name, he arose and
went to Eli the priest, saying,

“Here am 1.” However, Eli had not
called him, so he told Samuel
to go back and lie down. God
called Samuel’s name again, and
then the third time, Eli finally
realized that it was God who
had spoken to the young boy. He
told Samuel, “Go, lie down: and
it shall be, if he call thee, that
thou shalt say, Speak, Lorp; for
thy servant heareth. So Samuel
went and lay down in his place”
(1 Samuel 3:9). When God called
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THE VOICE OF
GOD HAS

BEEN SPEAKING
TO PEOPLE SINCE
THE CREATION.

He spoke before
Scripture was
written, before
Israel existed, and
before prophets
were sent.

Samuel the next time, he listened, and
then God gave him an important message
of coming judgment.

Though the Children of Israel and
their leaders had ignored God’s message,
in Samuel He found someone willing
to listen. Today, God is looking for that
quality in us as well.

Fully obey

Our responsibility when God speaks is

to listen and obey. Samuel did so, and his
nation was blessed for it. We do not want
to be guilty of what is sometimes referred
to as “selective hearing”—when a person
focuses on certain words but filters out
others. That may or may not matter much
in our daily environments, but it matters
a great deal when it comes to God. We
want to hear and heed all of what God
says to us!

We find an example of what might have
been selective hearing in the account of Saul
when he was given instructions from God
to go and utterly destroy the Amalekites and
all they had, not even sparing their livestock.
When Samuel came to the place of sacrifice,
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WORLD REPORT

SAINTS
IN EAST
INDIA:

Steadfast

Unmovable,
Abounding

Visitors from outside India
traveled to our churches in
the Andhra Pradesh region
and were encouraged to see
the Gospel moving forward

despite adversity.

IN JANUARY OF THIS YEAR, a group of saints from
the United States and the United Kingdom took a
trip to India and were able to attend church services
at several of our branch locations in the Andhra

Pradesh State.

On Wednesday evening, January 21, they traveled
by autorickshaw alongside a canal before arriving
at an outdoor thanksgiving service in Durganagar.
Tents, chairs, and lighting had been set up outside
the church in anticipation of a large crowd, and
nearly one hundred did attend. A public address
system had been set up in the street, and it drew

many curious neighbors.

The service began with an opening prayer and
congregational singing followed by music specials.
Then, the family who had requested the theme of

“thanksgiving” testified to many recent answers to
prayer. The young man thanked God for helping
him obtain a good job, his mother praised God for
healing her, and his father told how God saved and
sanctified a relative. Then, his grandparents thanked

God for their recent conversions.

The service continued with a Scripture reading
from Psalm 103 and more testimonies and music
specials, before the pastor brought a message from
Joshua 20:2 on “A City of Refuge.” After the closing
prayer, there was a time of fellowship, during which
the US visitors distributed candy to the children.
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The next morning, they visited
a small church in Kapavaram
where ten to fifteen people meet
regularly, though persecution is a
real threat. The building is set on
property spotted with fruit trees
and sugar cane plants, which help
feed the pastor and his wife. The
visitors brought a large bag of
rice as a gift and were invited to
stay for lunch. While there, they
noted that though the building
is plumbed, water for cooking
and cleaning was drawn from an
outdoor pump. Upon inquiring,
they learned that a rooftop
storage tank is needed at this
location.

After lunch the visitors drove
through scenic rice fields and
coconut groves to arrive at
the next church, located in
Masakapalli. At one time, the
building, which serves thirty
adults and forty children, was
a thatched hut. Now, it is a
beautiful structure, standing
among coconut trees and

overlooking the Godavari River.
This beauty can quickly become
marred during the monsoon
season, and the pastor expressed
his gratitude for the prayer

and flood support received

after the last monsoon. He also
appreciated our prayers following
his motorcycle accident, which
left him with large scars on his
legs. Currently, he needs prayer
for his hearing, which the Lord
has already partially restored.

On Friday, the visitors crossed
paths with a widow from
Gurajanapalli who has been
leading a flock of eighty adults
and children since her husband,
the former pastor, died in 2019.
The widespread need in her
village is for salvation, relief from
persecution, and a way for young
adults to connect with other
Christians and find godly spouses.

On Saturday, January 24,
the group visited a pastor in
Kathipudi who needs prayer for
healing. He contracted typhoid
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The Still,
Small
Voice

Elijah heard
God speakin
a “still small
voice ”

(1 Kings 19:12).

God often
whispers,
and we may
need to quiet
the noise and
distractions
around us

to hear Him.
His whisper
carries more
weight than
the loudest
thunder.
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LISTENING VS. HEARING

NOILNLILSIY NO ¢
SIHNLAIEDS AT

\uv HEARING:
( .
Processing words
@)
%_Iwzw LISTENING:
Responding in obedience

to sing during Sunday school. He was wearing
a straw hat and carrying a fishing pole, and he
sang, “God talks to little boys while they’re
fishing.” I thought, That’s exactly right. He
speaks to all of us! He called the disciples from
fishing and from tax collecting. He spoke to
Moses on the mountain, to young Samuel in
the Temple, and to Elijah in front of a cave. God
talks to little boys and girls, to young people, to
parents, to those who are getting up in years.
The voice of God can come to us whatever our
occupation or location, and regardless of what
is going on in the world. Circumstances do not
change the fact that God speaks. That’s never
changed!

\

A Call to
One and All

“God talks to little
boys while they’re
fishing.”

God speaks at any
age, in any place,
to any willing
heart.

When Jesus walked this earth, in the middle
of His preaching He often said, “If any man
has ears to hear, let him hear.” He made it clear
that His message was for anyone willing to
listen, and He meant more than just processing
audible sounds—He wanted them to open their
hearts to His words. In Revelation 3:20-22 we
read these words from Christ: “Behold I stand
at the door, and knock: if any man hear my
voice, and open the door, I will come in to him,
and will sup with him, and he with me. To him
that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in
my throne, even as I also overcame, and am
set down with my Father in his throne. He that
hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith
unto the churches.”

Thank God that He still
speaks to hearts. We do not
want to miss out on hearing
from Him. Just as God
repeatedly called Samuel,
faithfully instructed Saul
through Samuel, and patiently
guided Elijah, He will speak to
our hearts and lead us if we will
simply listen and obey. We want
to benefit from His instructions
in every area of our lives, and
we certainly want to hear the
Trumpet sound that announces
the Rapture, when He comes to
take away those who are ready
to meet Him in the air.

God will speak! The
question is: Will we listen and
obey His voice?

Rev. Dwight
Baltzell was the
Superintendent
General of the
Apostolic Faith
Church from
1993 to 2000. He currently serves
as a minister at the headquarters
church in Portland, Oregon.
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“Blessed is the man that walketh not in the
counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way
of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful.
But his delight is in the law of the Lorp; and in
his law doth he meditate day and night. And he
shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water,

that bringeth forth his fruit in his season.”
— Psalm 1:1-3

said about each one. Something we
can easily notice from them is that
everything that pleases God also
brings blessing to our own lives. It is
impossible to out-give God because
the only things He wants from us
also benefit us. He is so good. The
Psalmist understood this when he
prayed, “I delight to do thy will, O my
God: yea, thy law is within my heart”
(Psalm 40:8). When we understand
who God is, it is easy to find our
delight in Him.

Some things that delight us
probably seem trivial compared to

what delights God. Of course, we

Seek and receive the kingdom of
God. “But rather seek ye the kingdom
of God; and all these things shall be
added unto you. Fear not, little flock;
for it is your Father’s good pleasure to
give you the kingdom” (Luke 12:31-32).

These verses offer a wealth of
information about who God is,
and meditating on them is very
encouraging. Some think that God
despises sinners, but the opposite is

also appreciate lovingkindness,
judgment, and righteousness;

these are core values that form the
foundation for being able to enjoy
life’s simple pleasures. For that
matter, I believe God also appreciates
scenic views, changing seasons, good
food, and family—after all, He is the
one who created these things, and He
said they were “very good” (Genesis
1:31). No doubt, at least part of His

epeue) “IN ‘Aeg Ayoirg
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A BLESSING THAT FLOWS BOTH WAYS
The things that please God are the very things that bless our own lives.

e Obedience to God protects us from suffering the consequences of sin.
e Prayer brings us closer to God, who satisfies the longings of the heart.

»  Showing compassion to others brings joy and gratitude.

God’s delight is always connected to our good.

GOD’S HEART
REVEALED

e Because God
delights in mercy,
we know He is
compassionate.

e Because He delights
in justice,
we know He is fair.
e Because He delights
in truth,
we know He is
trustworthy.

e Because He delights
in uprightness,
we know He values
integrity.

God’s pleasures are
not random — they
reflect His perfectly
good nature.

H1IvV4 2I70LS0dV 3HL Ol

true—sinners are a source of great joy
in Heaven, when they repent. Those
who are seeking a promise from God
can take courage in the fact that it is
His pleasure to give His children the
kingdom. That means one way we can
bring God joy is by pressing in until we
receive. Our prayers alone are a delight
to Him, which reminds us that He also
wants to, and will, answer our prayers.
When we are generous to others and
help those in need, whether or not
anyone else notices or appreciates our
efforts, we have made our Father in
Heaven “well pleased.”

These lists are by no means
exhaustive, and much more could be

pleasure in them comes from seeing
us enjoy what He created, because He
delights in lovingkindness.

We serve a wonderful God. The
more we know and understand
Him, the more we realize that He
is Someone to glory in. And while
our circumstances in this sinful
and fallen world are not always
delightful, God still gives us
blessings to enjoy every day, and we
have the opportunity to bring Him
joy too. Wouldn’t it be wonderful to
hear God say about us, “This is my
beloved Son [or daughter], in whom I
am well pleased”? That was what God
said about Jesus (see Matthew 3:17).

Enoch had that testimony
too (see Hebrews 11:5), and
it can be ours as well. Each
day, as we appreciate and
enjoy all the good things
God has given, may we also
take opportunities to be His
delight.

Catey Hinkle is the Managing
Editor at the Apostolic Faith

world headquarters office in
Portland, Oregon.
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“If the wicked restore
the pledge, give again that
he had robbed, walk in the
statutes of life, without
commilting iniquity; he shall
surely live, he shall not die.
None of his sins that he hath
committed shall be mentioned
unto him: he hath done that
which is lawful and right; he

shall surely live.”

— Ezekiel 33:15-16

wrongfully] . . . shall surely live.” God will
hold us accountable for our actions. Grace
will not cover any wrong that we refuse to
make right. When the Spirit of God points
out to us an offense toward another, we
must obey and rectify the matter.

Failure to make restitution may be why
some people are stuck when it comes to
receiving their Christian experiences. God
is telling them to make something right,
but they are rationalizing, side-stepping, or
procrastinating. One cannot make spiritual
progress while resisting God when He is
saying, “You need to take this step.”

Making restitution also supports our
testimony. Let me present a scenario.
Suppose I stole a pair of glasses from a
man but then prayed and received God’s
forgiveness. Afterward, I go to the owner
of the glasses and tell him how God saved
my soul and forgave my sins. However, I am
still wearing the glasses that I stole from
him! What will he think? Compare that
with an opposite scenario. After I am saved,
I go to the man and tell him, “The Lord
has saved me and forgiven my sins. I stole
these glasses from you, and I am very sorry.
I want to return them. Please forgive me.”

What Is
Restitution?

Restitution is the act of
restoring to a rightful
owner something that
has been wrongfully
taken away.

It is a Bible doctrine.
It is required by God.

It is a result of
salvation.

It is as much a part
of the Gospel as
conversion.

Which scenario will incline him to
believe my testimony?

A old-timer in the Gospel named
Bruce Archer comes to mind. He
testified that before he became
a Christian, he lived a wicked
life. He said, “I wore a mask and
carried two big guns and had a
string of crimes that reached clear
across the United States. I stole
automobiles and held up gambling
houses.” But when he came to
Portland, Oregon, and heard
people giving their testimonies on
a street corner, he wanted what
those people had. He prayed, and
God saved his soul and made a
complete transformation in his
life. He began going back over his
old life and making restitution,
although the money he had taken
wrongfully ran into thousands of
dollars. That was a lot of money
back then! One man that he had
robbed wrote back saying he didn’t
want to be repaid. All he wanted
was for Bruce to pray for him that
he might have this same old-time
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Restitution is
NOT...

It is not required to
be completed before
God will forgive sins.

It is not limited only to
“big” misdeeds.

It is not a vague
apology without
explanation.

It is not a replacement
for any other
consequences of the
wrongdoing.

It is not optional.

religion. What a testimony to the
work God had done!

It is true that at times there are
consequences when restitutions
are made. In fact, we know people
who have gone to prison as a
result of making restitution. Some
years ago when I was pastoring
in London, a young person of my
acquaintance faced that type of
situation. When he came to me, he
had already met with lawyers who
had fabricated what he needed to
say in the courtroom. I advised
the young man, “Tell the truth,”
and he took that advice. On the
day of the court proceedings, he
surprised his lawyer when he
simply confessed, “I did it.” The
judge told him, “Because you
have told the truth, I will reduce
your sentence.” That young man
spent some time in prison, but
he was a free man in terms of his
conscience, and he even became
an evangelist in the prison.

Wrongs will either be made
right in this world, or they will be
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WITNESS

restitution was to be made with regard to Results of Restitution
theft. In verse 1 he stated, “If a man shall
steal an ox, or a sheep, and kill it, or sell
it; he shall restore five oxen for an ox, and
four sheep for a sheep.” Verse 3 notes the
necessity of “full restitution” or repayment @)
of the full value. Verse 4 states that one who

takes the animal of another should restore

double. Verse 5 indicates that if a person’s

animal feeds in another man’s field, he

BY CATEY HINKLE

WHA'T BRINGS DELIGHT

The goodness of God is reflected in the things that delight Him.

E
O

should make restitution. Verses 6-15 give A conscience Freedom A testimony The fullness
several more examples. void of instead of thatis of God’s
In the New Testament, we find an example offense bondage believable blessing

of making restitution in the account of
Zacchaeus. We read in Luke 19 that Jesus
called out, “Zacchaeus, make haste, and
come down: for to day I must abide at thy
house,” and Zacchaeus quickly came and
“received him joyfully” (verses 5-6). We
have no Scriptural record of what was said

hat do you think
of when you
hear the word
“delight”? The
word simply

Restitution may cause personal loss or difficulty,
but God will be there to help us.

means “to take great pleasure in.”
Recently, I had what I consider

a delightful experience when I
visited one of my good friends
and her six-week-old son. She
lives about three hours from me,
so my mom and I made the drive
together on a beautiful fall day.
We spent the afternoon catching
up with my friend, hearing about
her adventures in motherhood,
and snuggling her sweet baby. He
was precious—perfectly content
being held by us, and we were
more than content to hold him!
He slept through most of the
visit, but we got to see his wide
eyes for at least a little bit, and
even caught a couple smiles. He
was a true delight.

There are many possible
sources of delight: a special
occasion or time spent with
loved ones; a favorite season or
a scenic area that we love;

a hobby, a song, or even
something as simple as fresh
bread. God has given us many
good things to enjoy in life.
He loads us with blessings.

Have you ever stopped to
consider what God delights in?
What brings a smile to His face?
Jeremiah 9:23-24 says, “Thus
saith the Lorb, Let not the
wise man glory in his wisdom,

“Idel

ight to dot ill, O my God, yea,
thy law mm/ yithin my heart.”
Psalm 40:8
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between Jesus and Zacchaeus as they went
to his house. However, something must
have happened because after they arrived
at the house, Zacchaeus told Jesus, “If I
have taken any thing from any man by false
accusation, I restore him fourfold” (verse
8). When Zacchaeus said those words, Jesus
said to him, “This day is salvation come to
this house” (Luke 19:9). Zacchaeus made a
commitment to right his past wrongs, and
Jesus accepted that commitment.

At times, making restitution is not possible.
Perhaps we cannot find the person we
wronged or that individual has passed away,
but we know the Spirit of God wants us to do
something about the matter. God instructed
Moses to tell the Children of Israel to confess
their sins and recompense the one trespassed
against. Then he added, “But if the man have
no kinsman to recompense the trespass unto,
let the trespass be recompensed unto the
Lorp, even to the priest; beside the ram of the
atonement, whereby an atonement shall be
made for him” (Numbers 5:8). This indicates
that in such a case, restitution should be
made to God.

When a wrongdoing that we committed
involved other people, we make restitution
for ourselves only. If possible, we should
not implicate or place blame on someone
else. If we are ever unsure about how to
handle a particular situation, we can seek
godly counsel. As we request guidance and
follow through, the Lord will help us and our
conscience will be clear.

Making a restitution may require a lot
of prayer on our part. Some people are so

ashamed of their past that they do
not see how they can do what God
requires. We cannot let the enemy
deceive us by suggesting that

if we make restitution, we will
lose our credibility, the respect

of others, and our integrity. In
fact, the opposite is true. It

may be difficult, but as Paul

said, “I can do all things through
Christ which strengtheneth me”
(Philippians 4:13). God will go
before us and help us.

The blessings that
result from obeying

Over the years, we have heard
many testimonies about how God
blessed when people followed His
command and made restitution. I
recall one case of a marriage that
was dissolved for twenty-nine
years. When the man was saved
and came to make things right
with his wife, it was difficult for
her to accept him back. But by the
special grace of God, that broken
home was mended and they lived
together for many years thereafter.
Another blessing that results
from restitution is a clear
conscience. In Acts 24:16 Paul
said, “And herein do I exercise
myself, to have always a
conscience void of offence toward
God, and toward men.” That is a

wonderful feeling! When we have
done what is lawful and right, we
will have peace of mind.

When we read about the Welsh
Revival of the early 1900s, we find
that it was making restitution
that sparked that outpouring.
Evan Roberts, a Welsh preacher
and leading figure in the revival,
told the people to confess any
known sins, put away any doubtful
habits, and restore any broken
relationships. The people did so,
and when they came together to
pray, the fire fell!

Today, that fire is still available
for you and me. When God brings
a wrongdoing to our minds,
we must confess it and make
restitution, saying, “Lord, I will
do it.” When we have harmed or
defrauded someone else, we must
be ready to restore. God will give
us the courage and help we need to
make right all the wrongs that He
points to in our lives. We will enjoy
the fullness of His blessing when
we do so!

Rev. Isaac Adigun

is the District

Superintendent of

West and Central
Africa for the Apostolic Faith Church.
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[ thank God for His love that
found me in a small village and led me far away,
to a place where [ would find salvation.

— sinnature from my heart. That gave
me additional strength to separate
Fven from the world and be dedicated
though  nto God.
I had When I learned about the
very little paptism of the Holy Ghost and fire,
educalion.  1knew I needed that experience as
God  well. T knew of no other Christians
advanced i the mining town where I was
working, and pastors were only
able to visit occasionally. I needed
God’s guidance and power in my
i life. After seeking for about a year,
carnmg  God filled me with the Holy Spirit,
asalary  giving me new courage and zeal to

my position
to the

point

that I was

that I pe g witness for Him.
was not The church leaders arranged to
academically  pold outreach services in Jwaneng,
qualified for. and afterward we started holding

Sunday school there regularly.
After a time, I was asked to lead
the group, and eventually it grew
to become a church, which is still
there today.

In the years since God saved
me, He has been my Protector, my
Counselor, my Provider—whatever
I have needed, it has been there
for me. God brought me a wife and
then gave us four lovely children:
three girls and one boy.

The job that God gave me at
the mine supported our family
for thirty-two years, until my
retirement. Even though I had very
little education, God advanced my
position to the point that I was

earning a salary that I was not academically qualified for.
During my career, I never applied for a promotion—not
once. I was always told, “You are being promoted.” By
God’s grace, I stayed in a middle-management position.
Our home was well taken care of, and all our children
received a good education. That is what God did for me.

Though that job was from God and I did it as unto Him, in
my heart I wanted to serve God in ministry full time. What
I did not expect was that in 2000, when I was in my early
forties, I was asked to serve as the district superintendent of
the Apostolic Faith work in Botswana. That was difficult for
me because I did not feel qualified for the position. In fact,

I gave excuses why I should not be chosen, but the church
leadership assured me that God would be there for me.
For sure, God has stood up for us in Botswana, and we are
grateful to see how He is working here.

Most people in Botswana work until age sixty, but my hope
was to be able to retire at age fifty and give ten of my working
years to God. I owe God a lot, and I felt this was something I
could do to give back to Him. Though I did not make it at age
fifty, when I was fifty-two years old God opened a way for me
to retire from the mine and serve Him full time.

Recently, God showed mercy to my family again. In
November and December of 2024, my wife was admitted
to the hospital and had three major surgeries within thirty
days. During that time, we saw the power of God healing
her and today she is almost fully recovered.

I thank God for His love that found me in a small village
and led me far away, to a place where I would find salvation.
My desire to work for Him has not changed, and I am
looking forward to seeing Him in Heaven one day.

Rev. Lordick Motshidisi is the Apostolic Faith District
Superintendent of Botswana and pastor of the headquarters
church in Gabarone.
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Joy in remembrance

Paul’s letter began with a brief introduction, in
which he addressed “all the saints in Christ which
are at Philippi.” This tells us that his audience
was the redeemed—those who had the love of the
Lord in their hearts. In verse 3, we have the first
way in which joy came to Paul. He said, “I thank
my God upon every remembrance of you.” This

is an amazing statement! Paul had joy in every
remembrance of this congregation.

To gain insight into what he might have been
remembering, we can read Luke’s account of
Paul’s mission trip to Philippi, which is given
in Acts chapter 16. A short time after the four
missionaries arrived in the city, Luke recorded,

“On the sabbath we went out of the city by a river
side, where prayer was wont to be made” (verse 13).
Meeting at a river to pray was the Jewish tradition
in places where there was not a synagogue. We
read in Psalm 137 that the captive Israelites did
this very thing. The fact that Philippi did not
have a synagogue suggests to us there were not
even ten Jewish men in this large city, since ten
is the number required to form a quorum for
community worship, or to form a synagogue.
When the missionaries went to the river, they
encountered several Jewish women who had
gathered there to pray. Paul preached the Gospel
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Psalm 16:11

“Thou wilt shew
me the path of life:
in thy presence is
fulness of joy; at thy
right hand there
are pleasures for

evermore.”

Joy is an inside work.
/—\ “Joy is not in things; it is in us.”
True joyisn’t tied to possessions, success,

or easy days. It is something God places
within the heart.

Joy is a choice of focus.

When we dwell only on problems, joy
fades. When we remember what God has
done and trust what He will do, joy grows.

Joy grows through gratitude.

Thankfulness feeds joy. When we
regularly thank God for His goodness,
even in small things, our hearts stay
lighter and more at peace.

o Joy comes from belonging to God.
0.9 One of the deepest sources of joy is

(87074 !
_H@ knowing we belong to the Lord and are

walking in His will.
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AWORKER FOR GOD

Lordick prayed for a job he could do for God, and his prayer was answered!

hough I was not

brought upina

Christian family,

the love of God

followed me from
the time I was young. As a youth,
someone from our small village
in Botswana let me know, “If you
should die unsaved, you’ll go to
Hell.” That bothered me, and I
thank God that it did because
that is what motivated me to
seek God.

Our family was very poor, and
I knew my parents would not be
able to afford an education for
all of their children. So, after
finishing secondary school, I
decided to quit school and start
working. My best option was
to move to the capital city of
Gaborone and join the police
force, and I moved there at age
nineteen.

There were a number of
different churches in the city,
but their teachings were not
clear to me. Eventually I joined
areligious organization that
was at least reading the Bible,
but even there, some of the
doctrines did not make sense to
me. My soul was not satisfied,
and I still felt in my heart, “If
you should die unsaved, you’ll go
to Hell.” That was the Spirit of
God speaking to me through my
conscience.
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Paul spoke of joy in fellowship. This
word, “fellowship,” means far more
than simply spending time with people
we enjoy being with. Since most of us
have a tendency to gravitate towards
people with whom we have common
interests, fellowship can be about being

with friends in the faith to some degree.

However, in the body of believers, we
share a singular commonality, and that
is that we are all redeemed. Fellowship
among Christians is an opportunity to
spend time with people who have also
found salvation in Christ. These are
people who share our appreciation for
the Gospel and have similar core beliefs
based on Scripture. In addition, they
likely have experienced some of the
same spiritual challenges and blessings
that we have, and that makes them
uniquely suited to encourage us, and us
to encourage them.

Christian fellowship is also an
opportunity to serve God’s people.
There is a feeling of completeness and
rightness that comes with being able to
minister one to another. When we have
occasion to work together, in whatever
our hands find to do, it is such a high
privilege. We have fellowship as we
serve one another. Personally, there is
nothing that gives me more satisfaction
and I know others feel the same. When
there is a need to be met, the body of
Christ comes together, and the result is
joy in fellowship.

O

Everlasting Joy

The circumstances of
this life are temporary.
The joy of the Lord is
everlasting!
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Joy in confidence ‘ ‘

We have considered joy in
remembrance, joy in intercession,
and joy in fellowship, and these
lead to joy in confidence. From a
practical standpoint, one thief that
can rob us of our joy in the Lord is
uncertainty. In verse 6, Paul said,
Being confident of this very thing,
that he which hath begun a good
work in you will perform it until
the day of Jesus Christ.”

Getting saved is not something
we accomplished on our own.

While we believed unto salvation, it
was the Lord who did the work. God
sent His Son into the world to shed
His Blood on the Cross for our sins
and then to rise again. He made it
possible for us, by faith, to reach

out to Him so that our lives could

be fully transformed through the

work of salvation. What a marvelous,
transformational experience that was
for me. It made such a difference in my
life! After praying through to victory
on a hot summer night, as I looked in
the mirror the next morning, I hardly
recognized the person staring back at
me. It was God who began that good
work in me, and He is going to perform
it until Jesus returns.

In a recent Sunday school class session,
we had a lesson about the coming of the
Lord and the signs of the times. One of
the men in the class made the comment
that when he was younger, he had some
fear about missing the Lord’s return. At
times, this apprehension still creeps
in, causing him to want to be more
diligent about making sure he doesn’t
miss that crucial event. For anyone else
in this position, Paul’s words in verse 6
are helpful. He tells us that God, who
began the good work in us at salvation,
will carry it through to completion. If
maintaining our salvation were up to us,
we would all fail, but it is not up to us;
the Lord will do it. We must do our part
by staying close to Him, but as we do
so, He will keep us until that day when
Jesus returns.

Is it even conceivable that God, who
cared enough to send His Son to die for

When we repent of our sins, for
Christ’s sake God forgives us and
transforms our lives, giving us
a deep and abiding contentment.
That is the joy of the Lord that
Paul talked about.

«

us, would not see us through
to the end? He is the merciful
God of Heaven whose desire
is to bring people to Himself.
Knowing this, we can have
confidence as we walk with
Him that He will give us victory
until we hear the sound of the
Trumpet. That was Paul’s hope
and joy in his day, and it is our
hope and joy as well.

Marked by joy

We don’t know when Jesus will
return, but we do know that
until that day, our joy can be full.
It begins with surrendering our
hearts to God and receiving His
salvation. When we repent of our
sins, for Christ’s sake He forgives
us and transforms our lives,
giving us a deep and abiding
contentment. That is the joy of
the Lord that Paul talked about.
As Christians, our lives should be
marked by this joy! The Gospel
message is one of hope for us and
for the world. May our desire be
for others to see Christ in us and
want for themselves what He has
done in our lives as well.

Rev. Ed R Habre
is Director of
Jamaica Work
for the Apostolic
Faith Church and
a minister at the headquarters in
Portland, Oregon.
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RUTH MILLS MOJICA

Evidence

PERSONAL TESTIMONIES OF THE POWER OF GOD

San Pedro de Macoris,
Dominican Republic

“When my son
was little, he
had a condition
that required
five surgeries,
and doctors
said he would
never be able to
have children.
However, we
prayed, and
today he has
three beautiful
daughters, to
the glory of
God.”

I AM THE SECOND
OF THREE
CHILDREN, AND
OUR FATHER WAS
THE PASTOR OF OUR
CHURCH. In our home,
we woke up at 6:00 a.m.
every day for family
devotions. It didn’t
matter if it was cold or
hot, or how sleepy we
felt—every morning we
had to sing, share the
Word of God, and pray
together. We also went
to church every day, and
my grandfather would
sit behind us and make
sure we were paying
attention. This all made
a big impact on our
lives, sowing a love of

the Gospel in our hearts.

We also saw God
answer prayers. When
my brother was little,
he had a hernia. One
morning, he woke up
crying in pain. My
father got him ready
to go see the doctor,
but before he left, we
decided to pray first.
The Lord worked in
a wonderful way and
healed him, and the
hernia never came back.

At the age of twelve,
I felt conviction that I
needed Jesus to be my
Savior. I had prayed
many times before, but
one day in particular,

the Lord came into

my heart and changed
my life. After that, I
had a fervent desire to
do the Lord’s work. I
sang in the choir, was
part of the drama
team, and was on the
cleaning crew. I went
on evangelistic trips

to share the Gospel

in towns that were

far away, sometimes
walking many
kilometers in the hot
sun to get there. Despite
the challenges, it was a
great joy for me to do
the Lord’s work. In time,
God also sanctified me
and filled me with His
Spirit.

After I married, God
blessed our home with
a daughter and a son.
Over the years we saw
God work in many ways.
When my son was little,
he had a condition that
required five surgeries,
and doctors said he
would never be able to
have children. However,
we prayed, and today
he has three beautiful
daughters, to the glory
of God. I also have one
grandson, and when he
was born, he started
having seizures at just
seven days old. He
was admitted to the
hospital and diagnosed

with epilepsy. That was
a very difficult time,
but God was there.

We prayed, and his
seizures stopped and
never returned. God is
faithful!

At one point, I was
asked to serve for a year
as the women’s leader
for all our work in the
Dominican Republic.
My mother had served
in that role, but I did
not think I could do
it. The task seemed
too great for me. Then
the Lord reminded
me of Mary’s words
after she was told she
would be the Lord’s
mother: “Behold, the
handmaid of the Lord.
Be it unto me according
to thy word” (Luke
1:38). I understood that
I needed to surrender
to God’s will, and I
did. Thank God, He
helped me serve as the
women’s leader not only
one year, but two.

Whatever our
situation, God is the
solution. He is always
there, willing to help us.
I want to be faithful to
Him, and my greatest
desire is to see Him in
Heaven one day.

—Ruth Mills Mojica
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to fight before—I enjoyed getting in fights when

I had the opportunity—and that desire was gone
after I was saved. I’d also had a fear of missing the
Rapture, particularly during thunderstorms, but I
didn’t need to worry about that anymore.

Before the next camp meeting came, I went
to revival services at our church in Chehalis,
Washington. People had told me that the baptism
of the Holy Ghost was even better than salvation
and sanctification, and I was seeking that
experience. After one of the meetings, the Lord
came down and blessed around the altars, and He
filled me with the Holy Ghost. I didn’t speak in
tongues for very long, but long enough to know it
was God speaking through me.

Another eventful camp meeting happened in my
early teen years. I was sharing a cabin with one of
my brothers who had recently been injured in the
military. He had a brain scar causing epilepsy, with
recurring seizures. I was told that he could never
be left alone during one of those episodes. One
night in the cabin, he started having a seizure.

I needed to go get help, but I couldn’t leave him
alone, so I just prayed, “Lord, I need You to do
something.” Immediately, the seizure stopped.
These attacks always lasted a long time, so I
knew God had done a miracle. Though I had seen
many people healed before, it was always when
my parents or ministers had prayed. That time, I
was the only one praying, and God had answered.
To this day, I still look back on that incident to
remind myself that God hears even when you pray
all by yourself.

I enjoyed my years growing up in church, but
my theology was not very deep. My motivation
for being a Christian was mainly to avoid Hell. At
some point during my teenage years, I started to
wonder if I was missing out on something by being
a Christian. I made up my mind to join the Navy
once I was old enough, so I could see what else
was going on in the world.

At age seventeen, I did join the Navy. My boot
camp was in San Diego, California. No one there
knew who I was, so it felt like it was my chance
to try out a different lifestyle than the way I was
raised. However, I soon realized that the other
guys there didn’t have any peace. The pressures

of boot camp were breaking
down some of them. I thought,
I better stay saved during boot
camp.

After boot camp I went to a
military school. My roommates
there found out that I was a
Christian and they made it
their goal to get me drunk
before our training ended. That
frightened me and I thought, I
better stay saved during school. I
started asking the Lord to help
me stay saved, and He did. He
showed me that He could keep
me if I wanted to be kept.

After school I was assigned
to a station in Norfolk,
Virginia. I thought I was finally
in a place where I could find
out what a worldly lifestyle was
like. One night, I drove to a bar,
but as I sat in the parking lot
the Spirit of God spoke clearly
to my heart: “You can try this,
but remember that preaching
on Hell—the reason you got
saved? That’s where you’ll be.”

I went back to my barracks
and saw one of my roommates
so drunk that he could hardly
talk. All T could think was, T
don’t want that. The next time

SSANLIM

Saved at a young age

At ten years old, Duane
asked God to forgive him
during a camp meeting and
felt the peace of salvation.

A milestone miracle
When his brother had a
seizure at camp meeting, he
prayed, and God stopped it.

Faith tested in the Navy
Joining the Navy at
seventeen exposed him

to intense pressure and
temptation. Surrounded
by drinking and ungodly
influences, he repeatedly
chose to remain faithful,
discovering that God could
keep him if he truly wanted
to be kept.

Full surrender

Alone in a car, wrestling

with his future, he sensed
God had a purpose for his
life. His prayer of complete
surrender marked a turning
point—from serving God out
of fear to serving Him with
joy and purpose.

I had to stand guard on a weekend, I was there on Friday night
to see the aftermath of that lifestyle. In the bathroom, dozens of
stalls were filled with guys who were sick or passed out on the
floor. Again I thought, I do not want to live my life like that.

I was beginning to see that my plan to find out what the world
had to offer was not a good one. I was curious what else was out
there, but I definitely wanted to make Heaven, and I knew that if I
turned away from God for even a short period of time, there was a
chance I would not make it back to Him.

One day, I drove to a state park and sat in my car wrestling with
these thoughts. There, the Lord let me know that I needed to make
up my mind about serving Him, because He had something for me to
do. That was a surprise to me—it had not occurred to me before that
God had a plan for my life. Finally, I surrendered everything to God

“I soon realized that the
other guys there didn’t have
any peace. The pressures of
boot camp were breaking
down some of them. I
thought, I better stay saved
during boot camp.”

(Left) Dwane
when he was

serving in the
Navy.

(Right) Dwane
and his first
wife, Rosa,
with their three
children.
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