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FROM A SERMON
PREACHED AT THE
1954 PORTLAND
CAMP MEETING.
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BY LOWELL MONTGOMERY
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THE BLESSING OF
CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP

If the hearts of Christians are bound together with love and devotion for

Christ, marvelous things can be accomplished.

No Barriers
in the Body
of Christ

Thereisno
economic,
cultural, or
national divide
in God’s family.
His invitation is
to “whosoever
will.” Whether
in Africa, Asia,
North America,
oranywhere
else—we are
onein Christ.

There is nothing quite so sweet as Christian
fellowship, but there is only one way to have
it, and that is through deliverance from sin
and by living the way Christ wants us to live.
We read in 1 John 1.7, “If we walk in the light,
as heisin the light, we have fellowship one
with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ
his Son cleanseth us from all sin.” Only the
departure from darkness will bring that light.
Only by walking in His light will we find that
great love of Christ and the fellowship we
need. Oh, let us walk together in His light! Let
us experience fellowship one with another.

In Psalm 119:63 we read, “l am a
companion of all them that fear thee [God],
and of them that keep thy precepts.” The
psalmist’s fellowship was with all of God’s
people, not only a select few. God wants all
His people to be as one.

The Bible also proclaims, “Where two or
three are gathered together in my name,
there am I in the midst of them” (Matthew
18:20). Whether you are in a church
congregation that is large or small, if you
believe in His name, you can expect the
presence of God to be there.

God’s Word says in Psalm 133:1, “How good
and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell
together in unity!” Why is it that after a church
service, many times it will be 11:00 or 12:00 at
night before people leave the altars of prayer?
It is because we love praying with and for one
another. In Amos 3:3, we read, “Can two walk
together, except they be agreed?” We receive
answers from God
as we have unity.

Fellowship
with God’s people
gets sweeter
every day. If our
hearts are banded
together with
love and devotion
for Christ, we
shall see great

.._.m._. =w E>_.= and marvelous things

accomplished. It can be

TOGETHER IN cone fwewili ook to God

in faith and believe that He

_.__M _.__w_._._._= will work through us.
' There is no nationality

barrier among God’s
people. His love is for the “whosoever will,”
so whether we are from North America, Asia,
Africa, or any other place in the world, we
can have wonderful fellowship with all our
Christian brothers and sisters.

Malachi 3:16 tells us that a “book of
remembrance” is written for those who speak
often to one another about God. Hebrews
10:25 reads, “Not forsaking the assembling of
ourselves together, as the manner of some is;
but exhorting one another: and so much the
more, as ye see the day approaching.” Clearly,
Christian fellowship has God’s approval.

During a prayer service, when the ministers
anoint the sick with oil and pray for that
individual, our hearts unite in faith that God
is going to hear and answer prayer. Faith will
bring the blessing every time. How we love
God for this wonderful way!

In the Book of Philippians, we read, “If
there be therefore any consolation in Christ,
if any comfort of love, if any fellowship of the
Spirit, if any bowels and mercies, fulfil ye my
joy, that ye be likeminded, having the same
love, being of one accord, of one mind. Let
nothing be done through strife or vainglory;
but in lowliness of mind let each esteem other
better than themselves. Look not every man
on his own things, but every man also on
the things of others. Let this mind be in you,
which was also in Christ Jesus” (Philippians
2:1-5). When we get to that place of esteeming
others more than ourselves, how the glory of
God floods our souls!

With God’s love deep in our hearts,
fellowship with other believers becomes
our joy. It is wonderful to see what God does
when we look to Him and believe.
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18 | THE POWER OF GOD IS
REAL!

Each experience in Bernice’s life
has been a steppingstone to the
next, and God has had a hand in
it all.

WORLD REPORT

22 | ONCE RELIGIOUS,
NOW REDEEMED

Mudzimu discovered the
wonderful change that true
salvation could make in his life.

32 |CAMP MEETINGS OFFER NEW AND RENEWED LIFE

Highlights from over a dozen Apostolic Faith conventions held around the

world in July and August of 2025.

dHL!

-

26 | CHURCH: APLACE TO
BLESS AND BE BLESSED
Attending church regularly is an
opportunity to commune with God,
have our souls refreshed, encourage
one another, and so much more.

36 | ACOVETOUS HEART
CHANGED
“Sink or swim, live or die, I'll

serve You!”

APOSTOLICFAITH.ORG 3
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OUR CLASSICS

BY LOWELL MONTGOMERY

A COVETOUS
HEART CHANGE

“Sink or swim, live or die, I’ll serve You!”

ORIGINALLY PUBLISHED IN THIS PAPER IN 1952.

hen ayoung man
invited me to an
Apostolic Faith
meeting, | told
him 1 did not
need salvation. | said, “l do not
smoke cigarettes, drink, carouse
around, or play cards.” | was not
a thief, did my work faithfully,
and thought I was all right.
However, | am thankful that I did
go to church with him.
That night my wife and | sat
in the back row. When people
testified, | thought, / would give
my right arm if | could stand
before a group of people like this
and say | was saved! The Spirit
of the Lord spoke to my heart,
“Itis going to take everything you
have and everything you ever
hope to have to get this old-time
religion.”
My spiritual eyes were
opened, and | found | was

not so good. There was sin

in my life. I had a covetous
heart. Everything | got hold of |
wanted to keep. | was too cheap
to drink or smoke.

| deprived my little wife of
things she could easily have
had. She brought her check
home from work, and | took it
and putitin the bank. When
she asked for something that
she should have had, | said,

“Do you need it?” Right then a
quarrel was on. Our home was
nearly broken up because of my
covetousness.

In that church service, |
realized a responsibility lay
upon my shoulders. What was
| going to do with the Gospel
call? | felt condemned.

The next morning, someone
asked me how I liked the
service. | replied, “ didn’t like
itatall. I didn’t like the singing,
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without success, nevertheless can be the bridge
from discouragement to deliverance.

A key word from the account
in Luke 5 is: nevertheless. That
word changes the course of a

news for you:

the best is yet
to come! Your blessing is not
lost or forgotten; it is yet to

A Change
Only God
Could Make

“Before my conversion,

I liked to hear the cash
register ring. But the Lord
took the love for the dollar
out of my heart.”

Salvation transformed
Lowell's priorities. Greed
gave way to generosity, and
God gave him a new heart—
one filled with peace, and
a desire to make
things right.

sentence, and in Scripture, it
sometimes changes the course of
a life. It often signals a moment
of divine reversal, when human
limitations give way to God’s
power. For Peter, it meant

that despite feeling tired and
disappointed, and with little
evidence to suggest that he
would have success, he chose to
trust the Lord anyway and obey
His instructions.

Like Peter, some today may be
feeling tired or discouraged.
Some might be living in truly
challenging circumstances and
wondering how deliverance could
even be possible. Nevertheless, at
His Word we will seek Him first. At
His Word, we will forgive and ask
for forgiveness. At His Word, we
will make restitution. At His Word,
we will testify of what God has
done for us. At His Word, we will
press on in this good Gospel way,
and we will see the goodness of
the Lord.

If you are still seeking something
from the Lord, there is good

come. For anyone who feels
they have been toiling without
success, nevertheless can be the
bridge from discouragement

to deliverance. God’s Word is
powerful, and there is great
power when we obey it because

Jesus will show up every time to

give us victory. As you read this
magazine, may the testimonies
of others encourage you to
keep trusting the Lord until

He accomplishes all His good
purposes in your life.
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A ROMANIA

The Romania camp meeting took place under an awning
in a beautiful outdoor setting. Saints from nine branch
churches gathered at the Valea Lui Liman campsite in the
foothills of the Poiana Rusca mountains.

Throughout the week, the messages centered on
facing the challenges of today. Morning Bible teachings
were taken from 2 Timothy, chapter 3, which is an
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V WEST & CENTRAL AFRICA

A children’s program, presented by
Sunday school students from the
Lagos region in Nigeria, began the
2025 West and Central Africa camp
meeting. In a skit, they depicted
the account of the infirm man at the
Pool of Bethesda, illustrating how
Jesus not only healed him but freed
him from sin. The children closed
with a reminder that Jesus still
sees every need and desires to set
people free.

The Sunday morning service
followed, and during the
announcements, a good report was
given of the campground building
project. In the past two years, with
the help of generous donations,
the dome over the tabernacle and

admonishment to continue in the faith as the world

further declines into sin. The evening messages included
such topics as “Young People and the Dangers of
Artificial Intelligence,” “Challenges of the Last Days,” and

“Effective Prayer.” Inspired by the beautiful views and
timely messages from God’s Word, those who attended
left strengthened and encouraged in the Lord.

A REPUBLIC OF BENIN

More than five thousand attended

)

this year’s Republic of Benin camp
meeting. The inspiring music,
testimonies, and messages led to
fervent prayer meetings during
which 564 were saved. In addition,
many received their deeper
experiences and were healed.
Testimonies during the services
told of God’s goodness. Among
them, a couple thanked God for
delivering them from masked
robbers who tried to take their
motorcycle by attacking them with

two more of the six wings were
completed. Now only three remain
unfinished.

By the close of the camp meeting,
many had been set free from sin
or healed of various afflictions,
and 973 were water baptized. The
final Sunday morning message,
taken from Ephesians 6:10, was an
admonishment not to turn back.
The preacher encouraged all upon
their return home to remember,

“God can keep you.”

machetes. Miraculously, they were
not injured, and the thieves did
not get the motorcycle. Awoman
praised God for protecting her
during an accident that could have
taken her life. A man thanked God
for sparing his life. He said he was
ill for several months and at one
point, he lost consciousness and
people around him thought he
was dead. However, God was with
him. While unconscious, he saw
the Kingdom of God and then was
restored to life, completely healed.
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Planning with God in Mind

“If the Lord wills, we will live and do this or that.”” — James 4

15

and uncertain. Saying “Lord w

with our plans.

James reminds us that life is short

isn’t just tradition—it’s trusting God

:_v

“If God allows.. .
“If thisis Hiswill . ..”
ll move forward as He leads.”

V WISE PLANNING SAYS:

”»

with Him—a thousand yearsis  Qur uncertain future

as a day. Given that, the man
Methuselah, who lived for 969
years, had only a few more
days than you have already
had. No matter how many days
you have yet to live, the fact
that you are mortal means
your lifespan will be brief from
God’s eternal perspective.

Psalm 90 also says in verse 9
that “we spend our years as a
tale thatis told.” In the King
James translation of the Bible,
the word tale is the old English
usage meaning “a measurement;
a counting or enumeration of
something.”? An example would
be a tale of bricks, as used in
the Old Testament record of the
amount of bricks the Israelites
were expected to produce for
their Egyptian taskmasters (see
Exodus 5:8). Just as the space
bricks would occupy when laid
in rows can be measured, our
lives can be measured.

Moses went on to say, “The
days of our years are threescore
years and ten; and if by reason
of strength they be fourscore
years, yet is their strength labour
and sorrow; for it is soon cut off,
and we fly away” (verse 10). If
you turned seventy years of age
today, this is day 25,567 of your
life, give or take a few days to
account for leap years. Whatever
the exact number, we would all
agree that there are more days
behind you than in front of you.
No matter how old we may be
at this moment, our days will be

“soon cut off” when we measure
them against eternity. So, we
want to make our days count,
and that is what Moses was
emphasizing in this psalm.

As we consider how to use our
days in a spiritually profitable
manner, it is natural to consider
what might be ahead in our
lives. However, we cannot plan
our future with any degree
of certainty. Not long after
our daughter was married, a
prospective employer asked
her what her five-year plan
was. She responded that she
was hoping for an uneventful
five years. That must have
impressed the man, because
he hired her! However, within
those five years, she gave birth
to three sons. | am not sure that
constitutes “uneventful,” but
that was what occurred. The
factis, none of us knows what
will happen in the days ahead.
In the Epistle of James, we
learn that it is advisable to
qualify any plans we do make.
We read, “Go to now, ye that
say, To day or to morrow we
will go into such a city, and
continue there a year, and buy
and sell, and get gain: whereas
ye know not what shall be on
the morrow. For what is your
life? It is even a vapour, that
appeareth for a little time, and
then vanisheth away. For that
ye ought to say, If the Lord will,
we shall live, and do this, or
that” (James 4:13-15). Itisnot a
cliché to declare, “Lord willing,
we will do this,” or, “If God
allows, we will do that.” James
tells us to plan with the Lord’s
will in mind! That perspective
should always be implied, even
if we do not verbally declare it.
We want God’s plan, rather than
making our own and hoping He

will accommodate it. When

we follow His leading for how
we spend our days, we can be
assured that our time is being
used in a worthwhile manner.

In Luke 12:16-21, Jesus
told a parable about arich
farmer who planned well
from an earthly standpoint,
but without taking God into
consideration. The farmer
became very wealthy, and
eventually he thought within
himself, “What shall | do,
because I have no room
where to bestow my fruits?”
Notice that he thought within
himself. His plans were
self-inspired: without
consulting God, he determined
to tear down his barns and
build greater ones to store his
goods. Jesus stated that the
farmer said to himself, “Soul,
thou hast much goods laid up
for many years; take thine ease,
eat, drink, and be merry.” God
responded, “Thou fool, this
night thy soul shall be required
of thee.” Passing from this life
was not in the farmer’s plan for
the next day, but that is what
happened. Jesus concluded
the parable by saying, “So
is he that layeth up treasure
for himself, and is not rich
toward God.” One who is rich
toward God considers His will
in planning for the future and
prioritizes eternal values above
material possessions.

Moses learned that lesson.
He had been raised in the
palace of Egypt as the adopted
son of Pharaoh’s daughter.

But there came a day when
he evaluated what lay ahead
in his future. His own mother

ya—

REDEEMING
THE TIME

“Whether
we are
considering
a day, a
five-year
period, or an
entire lifespan,
redeeming
the time is
how we make
each day
count. It is
making the
most of the
time we have”
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CAMP MEE TINGS OFFER
NEW AND RENEWED LIFE

Highlights from over a dozen Apostolic Faith conventions held around the world in July
and August of 2025.

Camp meetings have been a tradition of
the Apostolic Faith work since its found
and they continue to be a source of great
blessing. They are a time when many souls
are saved and believers draw closer to

the Lord, often praying through to deeper
experiences and answers to prayer. This
year was no exception! Following are
highlights from several of these gatherings
that were held in 2025.

¥V SOUTH KOREA

The South Korea camp meeting also
drew a large crowd with representatives
coming from all six Korean branches as
well as Japan and the United States. One
high point was the ordination of a pastor
for the Daejeon congregation. Another
was the Saturday prayer service in which
one from the United States received the
baptism of the Holy Ghost while many
others were refilled and blessed.

S

< PORTLAND

The camp meeting at the
world headquartersin
Portland, Oregon, had

its highest attendance in
recent memory. Delegates
came from all over the
world, including from such
faraway places as Australia,
Chile, Ireland, Namibia, the
Philippines, and Romania.
From the beginning, there
was an atmosphere of
expectation, and the prayer
services were powerful. As
campers sought God at the
altars, He poured out His
Spiritin abundance, and
many received their deeper
experiences, guidance,
healing, and more.

A EASTERN CARIBBEAN

Every service of the Eastern Caribbean camp
meeting began with the congregation singing
“There shall be showers of blessing.” The saints
gathered at the Smith Bay church on the island
- of St. Thomas with joy and expectation, and
even the frequent power outages could not
dampen their spirits. Several of the teachings
focused on “Unity,” and a rich atmosphere of
fellowship was felt throughout the meetings.
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the right words to say. | asked Him to
forgive my sins, telling Him that | would
try my best to serve Him if He would
help me, and in a moment of time, God
transformed my life. | did not know that
what I experienced that night was called
salvation, but | was a different person
from that moment on.

When | returned to college, | had no
understanding of how a Christian was
supposed to live, but God gave me victory
over the old habits and appetites that had
been in my life. The temper and profanity
that had filled my daily vocabulary were
gone, and have been gone from that
moment until now. Nobody had to tell
me not to do the sinful things | had done
before because | had no desire to do them.
And gradually, God taught me more about
Himself and how He wanted me to live.

Among the lessons we all must learn
after salvation is how vital it is to make
our time count for eternity. Time is too
valuable to waste! We have all probably
said on occasion, “l just don’t have time.”
However, we all have exactly the same
amount of time! When we retire at the
end of this day, we will all have spent
1440 minutes. So, itis not a question of
how much time we have, but a matter
of prioritizing carefully by making good
decisions about how it is spent.

I recently read that the average
American spends over five hours a day
on smartphones. Young people typically
spend more than that, while those my
age generally spend less. Whatever the
exact number of minutes spent, that is
approximately one third of our waking
hours! Most of us check our phones
dozens of times a day. While smartphone
usage can be necessary and even
productive, it can also be addictive and
wasteful. Ultimately, the amount of time
spentin any manner is not as important
as making sure the time we spend counts
for eternity.

Seventy-three days that
counted for eternity

When | think about making time count,
Shadrach Ajayi comes to mind. Shadrach
was a missionary!

Shadrach, a baby boy in our church
family, lived for just seventy-three days.
During the last week or so of his short
life, I had the privilege of visiting him
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and his parents, Sam and Shade Ajayi,
in the hospital. Brother Sam would tell
the doctors and nurses who came into
the room, “Shadrach is a missionary.”
He would explain how Shadrach’s
birth was a miracle, and his life was a
testimony to the power of a mighty and
loving heavenly Father who intervened
in Shade’s difficult pregnancy and
accomplished what was impossible in
the eyes of man. Day after day, Brother
Sam handed out Gospel magazines and
tracts in Shadrach’s name. When | was
there with them, he would introduce me,
declare that Shadrach was a missionary,
and ask me to give my testimony. He
asked the same of others from the
church when they visited. Often, he
gave his own testimony. When Shadrach
passed away and the undertakers came,
Brother Sam introduced me, said that
Shadrach was a missionary, and had
me pray. As they left, he had me pray
again. To every person who came to
that room, he would declare, “Shadrach
is a missionary,” and then use that
opportunity to share the Gospel.
When | asked Brother Sam if | could
tell Shadrach’s story for this message,
I said to him, “You were really the
missionary.” He responded with a smile,
“Oh no, it was Shadrach!” Whatever
the case, Shadrach’s brief life on earth
taught us that time is an opportunity. His
seventy-three days counted. | am quite
sure many of those doctors and nurses
never forgot Shadrach Ajayi.

The greatest opportunity

Paul saw time as an opportunity. As
he concluded his letter to the saints at
Ephesus, he asked them to pray that
a door of utterance would be given to
him—an opportunity to “make known the
mystery of the gospel” (Ephesians 6:19).
In writing to the Corinthians, Paul
referred to the greatest opportunity ever
given when he told them that “today” is
the day of salvation and “now” is the
accepted time. He was emphasizing
the urgency of accepting God’s offer of
salvation, because that is the starting
point of making our days count!
If you are unsaved today or need
reassurance about your standing
before God, take advantage of this
opportunity and look Heaven’s way.
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A Life That Counted:
Shadrach’s 73 Days

Though he lived just
seventy-three days,
Shadrach Ajayi left an
eternal impact. During

his time in the hospital,
his father declared again
and again: “Shadrach is a
missionary.”

To every doctor, nurse, or
visitor who entered the
room, his father handed
out Gospel tracts, gave
testimonies, and shared
God’s power in Shadrach’s
story. He used his son’s
life—short as it was—as a
platform for the Gospel.

No more important decision
can be made in life than to
ensure that you are right with
God. Then you can spend your
remaining days on this earth,
however many or few they are,
in a manner that will count for
eternity!

t“Channels.” On This Day. May 5,2025.
https://www.onthisday.com/date/1025.
2Chapman, Milo L., Purkiser, W.T.,
Wolf, Earl C., Harper, A.F., Beacon
Bible Commentary, Volume 3, (Beacon
Hill Press, 1967), pg.333.

Rev. Darrel

Lee was the
Apostolic Faith
Superintendent
General from
2000 to 2024 and continues to
serve on the Board of Directors.
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PERSONAL TESTIMONIES OF THE POWER OF GOD

I’M SO THANKFUL THAT
GOD SAVED ME WHEN
I WAS JUSTALITTLE
GIRL. | can look back to
many prayer meetings
of drawing closer to the
Lord in my youth. God
wonderfully sanctified
me when | was in seventh
grade, and when | was in
high school, He filled me
with His Holy Spirit.
Later, there came
atime when | felt like
I needed to know for
sure that this Gospel
was what | was going

PRAISE GOD FOR WHAT
HE HAS DONE FOR ME!
About three years ago, |
started suffering some
health issues. | went

to various doctors, but
none of them knew what
was wrong with me. My
health continued to

get worse. It got to the
point where | had to use
acane, ascooter,and a

RITA COOK
Portland, Oregon
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HEIDI SLETMOE
Grants Pass,
Oregon

It was like God gave me a grown-up version of salvation.
It was so beautiful. The very next night, I had a similar

experience of sanctification and the baptism—it was like
recetving them all over again.

to do with my life. I had
some doubts about my
salvation and prayed,

“Lord, | don’t want to deal

with these anymore. |
want to be sure. If | have
to start over and get
saved again, that’s okay.
| just want to know for
sure.” Then, it was like
God gave me a grown-up
version of salvation. It
was so beautiful. The
very next night, I had

a similar experience of
sanctification and the
baptism—it was like

receiving them all over
again. It was so powerful,
and now | have those
special times to look
back on too.

Since then, God has
kept me through many
things. This past week,
there was a really hard
situation at work. It was
quite overwhelming
and I didn’t know what |
could do about it. Sitting
in my car before work, |
messaged a prayer group
that | belong to, just
asking them for prayer.

Then when | got to work,
the situation was not
fixed but for that day

we had an unexpected
reprieve. After that, every
single day God put mein
different situations that
were not so hard. It was
powerfully obvious that
He orchestrated that for
me. | know He is with me
and that He can take care
of the whole situation. |
just thank Him for that
and thank everybody
who prayed. - Rita Cook

Someone said, “Let’s pray for Heidi.” Everyone
started praying, and the Lord was right there.

He came down and healed me instantly.

wheelchair. My husband
and I didn’t know what
was going on, but we
just kept trusting the
Lord to get us through
day by day. Then, this
past February, we

had a special service

in Grants Pass with a
visiting minister. It was a
wonderful meeting, and
afterward, several people

went forward requesting
prayer for healing.
Someone said, “Let’s
pray for Heidi.” Everyone
started praying, and the
Lord was right there. He
came down and healed
me instantly. | haven’t
used a scooter, a walker,
or any help since then. |
am working forty hours a
week again.

Now, | have another

reason to praise

God. All during this
year’s Portland camp
meeting, a song kept
going through my mind:
“Victory Ahead.” Then
on Tuesday, July 8, the
Lord filled me with His
precious Holy Spirit. |
can’t thank Him enough.
- Heidi Sletmoe
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Creation, moving upon the face
of the waters. Today as well, He
is moving upon creation to carry
out the will of the Father. After
Jesus ascended, God sent the
Holy Ghost to implement the
plan of salvation that Jesus had
accomplished through His death
and resurrection. The Holy Ghost
is constantly at work to bring
souls to salvation.

The Holy Spirit works by
bringing conviction that leads to
salvation. We each have our own
personal testimony of salvation,
and though they are all different,
in every case we did not and could
not experience salvation until the
Holy Spirit brought conviction. By
the grace of God, the Holy Spirit
calls everyone, and that s truly
amiracle. As much as we want
to see our own children saved,
convicting a heart is something
that no mom ordad can do. It
is something no therapist or
psychologist can do. Convicting
sinners is only possible by the
power of the Holy Spirit.

When a sinner responds to
conviction by repenting and
turning to God in faith, his soul
is saved and regenerated by the
Holy Spirit (see Titus 3:5). The
Spiritis also active when a soul
is sanctified and made holy (see
Romans 15:16). We thank God for
the Apostolic Faith Church with
our practices and guidelines, but
following those does not sanctify
the heart. Holiness is an inward
work that is done through the
power of the Holy Spirit.

The baptism of the
Holy Ghost

After we have received salvation
and sanctification, we still need
more from God. We need to be
filled with the power of the Holy
Ghost. That is what Jesus was
letting the disciples know when
He told them that “they should
not depart from Jerusalem,

but wait for the promise of the
Father” (Acts 1:4). Note that
Jesus did not say it was optional

to wait for the baptism of the
Holy Ghost. This promise was
not only for those who would
become pastors or missionaries;
it was for all of them, and it is
still for all of us today (see Acts
2:38-39). God is faithful to reveal
Himself, and then we decide how
we will respond.

The 120 who tarried in
Jerusalem did not really know
what to expect. However, they
had heard from John the Baptist,

“lindeed baptize you with water
unto repentance. But he that
cometh after me is mightier than
I, whose shoes | am not worthy
to bear: he shall baptize you
with the Holy Ghost, and with
fire” (Matthew 3:11). Comparing
the experience to water baptism
would have given Jesus’
followers some sense of what
would happen—that they would
be submerged or covered by the
Holy Ghost. That is how the Spirit
comes to dwellin us.

Some people have a difficult
time receiving the power of the
Holy Ghost because they cannot
fully understand the experience.
They want to figure it all out first.
We live in a society that analyzes
and studies everything, but the
Gospel is a walk of faith. We must
allow God to work in ways that
are beyond our comprehension.
It took faith to have our sins
forgiven at salvation; it took
faith to have our carnal nature
eradicated at sanctification; and
it will take faith to receive the gift
of the Holy Ghost. Thank God, He
supplies the faith we need.

We read in Acts 2:1, “And when
the day of Pentecost was fully
come, they were all with one
accord in one place.” Being in

“one accord” indicates that this
group was saved and sanctified.
They were in unity with God and
therefore with each other as well.

Acts 2:2-4 says, “And suddenly
there came a sound from heaven
as of a rushing mighty wind, and
it filled all the house where they
were sitting. And there appeared
unto them cloven tongues like as

qyom 3IHL NOH4d

Person of the Trinity.

The Holy Spirit:

« Participatesin making hearts holy
(Romans 15:16)

with the Holy Ghost and fire (Acts 1:8)

Who is the Holy Spirit?

The Holy Spirit—also called the Holy Ghost—
is not a feeling or a force. He is God, the third

He is eternal, powerful, and personal.

« Was present at Creation (Genesis 1:2)
« Brings conviction for sin (John 16:8-11)
« lIsactive in the work of salvation (Titus 3:5)

+ Gives power to those who have been baptized

Holy Spirit?

power (Matthew 3:11).

What is the baptism of the

The baptism of the Holy Spirit is when God fills
believers with His Spirit—not just being with
them, but dwelling in them. The outward
evidence is speaking in tongues—speaking in
an existing language that is not learned,
spoken as the Spirit gives utterance (Acts 2:4).

John the Baptist compared the experience
to a baptism in water. Instead of being fully
immersed in water, we are covered in divine

The baptism is not an emotion—it’s power.

butis

How can I receive the

involves these key elements:

God’s will.
thanksgiving.

receive the experience.

baptism of the Holy Ghost.

baptism of the Holy Spirit?

The baptism of the Holy Spirit is a gift. After you
have received salvation and entire sanctification,
you can ask God to fill you with His Spirit.

There is no formula for receiving, but the path

Faith - Believe that the promise is for you.
Consecration - Yield every part of your life to

Praise - Focus fully on God in worship and

Tarry - Keep seeking God in prayer until you

Receiving the promise is not complicated.
Salvation and sanctification are simple enough
for a child to receive, and the same is true of the

APOSTOLICFAITH.ORG
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of a church community can
also help fend off feelings of
loneliness and isolation.

these blessings and more. There have been many
special times when people prayed with me and
encouraged me. One time in particular, | received
my sanctification while praying at the altar with
my cousin, and how we rejoiced together! I've
also been able to pray with others and share

in their joy when they received what they were
seeking. These memories are priceless to me.

Music: Beautiful music with
inspired lyrics can soothe the
soul and enrich our lives. Many
times, a meaningful melody
will stay with us and continue
to lift our spirits even after the
service has ended.

Over the years, | have
personally benefited from all

More than attend, participate!

Itis possible to arrive at church, take a seat, and

simply sit back and enjoy the meeting. However,

I have found it benefits me even more if | fully

participate. Here are a few steps we can take that

will truly make us part of the service:

+ Remember that we are entering God’s house and
that He called it a “house of prayer” (Isaiah 56:7).
In our church, we have a room where people
assemble to pray before services and to share
prayer requests. Arriving early to pray is a great
way to begin a meeting. Even if we only have a
few minutes, we can kneel at our seats or bow our
heads and ask God to bless all that will transpire.

« Extend greetings to others, making them
feel welcome. Even those who always attend
appreciate a friendly smile!

MHQ.OS&QQ. + Sing with enthusiasm during the time for
H.O&mﬂ—..‘mq. congregational songs. If we are not blessed
with musical ability, it’s okay! The Bible says,
I — “Make a joyful noise unto the LoRrbp, all the

earth: make a loud noise, and rejoice, and sing
praise” (Psalm 98:4). Congregational singing is
not only for the musically gifted—it’s a time for
everyone to join in joyful praise.

+ Share a testimony about receiving salvation, a
recent blessing, or an answer to prayer.

+ Saya hearty “Amen!” when something touches
our hearts.

« Pray among other brothers and sisters at the
end of the service.

Worshiping and
serving God alongside
others creates
relationships that
strengthen and
support our walks
with God.
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There are also many ways
to participate as a church
volunteer, depending on where
our talents lie and what help is
needed. In our congregation,
to be invited to participate

in one of these areas, the key
qualification is having received
the experience of salvation.
Then, if we have musical
abilities, we may be asked to
join the choir or orchestra.
Those who enjoy welcoming
visitors or helping people

find a seat may be called on

to become part of the greeter
or usher teams. There is often

a need for Sunday school
teachers, cleaners, people with
audio/video skills, van drivers,
and more.

When we participate in
services, we will leave even
more uplifted than if we simply
“attended,” and those around
us will also be blessed by our
contribution.

Invite a friend (ora
stranger)

Often, it is at church that
people hear the full message
of salvation and choose to give
their hearts to the Lord. What
a privilege to be able to invite
people to come and hear the
Good News!

Throughout my daily
interactions, | try to remember
to prayerfully look for

28 THE APOSTOLIC FAITH
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suggests that they would see how
God would work in new ways,

on a new level. For example, the
technology we use for Gospel
work today was envisioned by
somebody long before it was
putinto use. They had a vision of
what we are living today, where
people all over the world have the
opportunity to hear the Gospel.
These are some of the ways the
Holy Spirit empowers lives.

In the same chapter, the
prophet Joel spoke about the
Holy Spirit being given as the

“former rain” and the “latter rain.”
Joel 2:23 says, “Be glad then, ye
children of Zion, and rejoice in the
Lorp your God: for he hath given
you the former rain moderately,
and he will cause to come down
for you the rain, the former rain,
and the latter rain in the first
month.” The former rain was to
the outpouring of the Holy Ghost
on the Day of Pentecost, which
we read aboutin Acts 2.

During the centuries following
the period of the Early Church,
there are reports of some here
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tofill a hungry heart. God did that
for Sister Crawford, and He will do
it for anyone today.

A necessity foreach of us

Every one of us needs to be saved,
sanctified, and filled with the
power of the Holy Ghost. We may
think we have enough without
Him, but God’s ways are beyond
our ways. Without the power

of the Holy Ghost, even highly
educated people can bein error. If
we lean to our own understanding,
we will fail, but the Spirit of God
can guide us, keep us, and use us
to reach lost souls.

When | was saved, the only
thing | knew about the Holy Ghost
was that water baptism was done
in the name of the Father, the
Son, and the Holy Ghost. Others
have heard about the baptism of
the Holy Ghost their whole lives.

It doesn’t matter if you’ve known
about the experience for years or
are hearing about it now for the

and there receiving the baptism first time; what matters is how you
of the Holy Ghost. Then, in the @7 respond to what you have heard.
beginning of the twentieth _ Will you believe God and receive
century, a spiritual awakening the promise?
began. The latter rain was given God is The baptism of the Holy Ghost
asanew outpouring of the ready and | isnota trophyto putupona
Holy m:o%. The Welsh Revival able to shelf. This is a life-changing
occurred in Snkr then :ﬁ Azusa baptize, to | experience that each of us needs.
Street Revivalin 1906, which re-anoint. | Wecannot tell everything about
spread all around the world. Our " | ithere, but the Spirit will reveal
church is here today because the | and to even more to our hearteErn
founder of this work, Florence refresh seek God Forthosernen
Crawford, was led by God to a our souls. already been filled, He has more
place where she could receive the | He will for us! God is ready and able
latter rain. give us the | to baptize, to re-anoint, and to

Sister Crawford had a hunger fire that refresh our souls. He will give us
for more of God, and I understand we need the fire that we need to share the
that she was a rich woman, but Gospelinthiseenerations
she went to seek God amon to share P g

g

poor people. They were people the Gospel | p——
who didn’t look or sound like in this Rev Jo N
her, but she recognized that they | generation. Enm :\mmzﬂ
had the truth. When someone the ApoStOl
has a genuine hunger for God, Faith Disti
nothing can stop that one from superintendentl
receiving. It does not matter who the southel TR

elseisaround or what rules the
government and society have
instituted—the Holy Spirit will

override every opposition in order

Eastern United States, and pastor
of our church in Washington, D.C.
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WITNESS

BY BOBBI DOWNEY
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CHURCH:
A PLACE TO BLESS

AND BE BLESSED

Attending church regularly is an opportunity to
commune with God, have our souls refreshed,

encourage one another, and so much more.

hurch has
always been
a key part of
my life. As a
young child, |
gave my heart to Jesus at an
altar of prayer after a church
service. Later, it was where
I developed friendships,
married, and learned how
to grow as a Christian. The
Gospel message was lived
and taught to me by my
parents, and they also put
a high priority on attending
church whenever possible. I’'m
thankful for that upbringing,
as it led to positive habits that
have held me steady in my
faith over the years.
Recently, in studying the
early years of the Children
of Israel, | noticed the
extensiveness of God’s
instructions to them. God
knew what was best for the
Israelites in every area of life
and He patiently taught them.
In addition to commandments
about personal behavior,
He outlined practices for
corporate worship—times
when the people were to
gather and worship Him
together. These included
weekly observances of the

26 THE APOSTOLIC FAITH
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The best part about attending
church is that when we assemble
with fellow believers to worship

God, He meets us there!
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Christ Fulfills
Every Role

In the Old Testament, when
interacting with His people
God often used prophets to
speak, priests to intercede,
and kings to rule. In the
New Testament, Jesus
fulfills all three offices:

o Prophet - God has
spoken to us by Him
(Hebrews 1:2)

o Priest - Heisour
intercessor (Hebrews
4:14)

o King - He reigns overall
(1 Timothy 6:15)

Today, Jesus still holds
all three roles—guiding,
mediating, and ruling

from the right hand of God

spiritual leader, responsible

for upholding God’s laws and
moral standards. When the
Children of Israel looked to
their high priest, they were
supposed to see a godly
example—someone who
taught and lived in accordance
with God’s will and reflected
who He is.

In representing the people
to God, once a year on the Day
of Atonement, the high priest
offered animal sacrifices for the
sins of the nation and himself.
Then he alone was permitted to
enter the Holy of Holies where
the presence of God dwelt and
sprinkle the blood from the
sacrifices on the mercy seat.
This provided atonement for
the sins of the people for that
year, making it possible for God
to dwell among them.

By carrying out this
annual task, along with the
various other sacrifices
and observances, the high
priest performed another
important function of the
office. His actions portrayed
to the people that they were
separated from God by sin, and
aremedy was needed to bridge
the divide. In addition, the
repeated sacrificesillustrated
that the blood of animals could
not permanently remove sin.

A better way

The Mosaic Law, with its use of
animal sacrifices performed by
carnal men, was never intended
by God to be a permanent
solution for reconciling sinful
people to Himself. Instead, it
foreshadowed a better way.
When God created the office
of high priest, He was pointing
forward to the day when the
Messiah would come and fill it.

Jesus is that Messiah and
great High Priest. He came
representing God to the people
of this world. He told His
disciple Philip, “He that hath
seen me hath seen the Father”
(John 14:9). The people saw the
Fatherin Jesus’ compassion
and authority. He had power
to cleanse from sin and cure
every disease, and He delivered
and healed all who turned to
Him. He also calmed a storm,
multiplied food, raised Lazarus
from the dead, and performed
many more miracles.

The people saw the Fatherin
Jesus’ righteousness. He was
tempted but did not sin, and
they could look to Him as an
example of how to live according
to God’s will. Jesus also revealed
God in His teachings. We read
in Matthew 7:28 that after He
concluded His Sermon on
the Mount, the people were

“astonished at his doctrine.”

With His death and
resurrection, Jesus took on the
role of high priest and became
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@ The Message to the Hebrews

The Book of Hebrews « Jesusis better than the
was written to Jewish old way.

Christians who were
tempted to return to
their former religious
system. Paul’s message

reminded them—and » OurHigh Priestis
reminds us—that: not on earth, butin

Heaven.

« Salvation is not earned
by works, but received
by grace.

Jesus didn't

the intermediary for the people,
representing them to God. Paul
wrote to the Christians at Rome,

“Who is he that condemneth? It
is Christ that died, yea rather,
thatis risen again, who is even
at the right hand of God, who

just offer the . .

m@oﬁ@oﬁomlmm also maketh intercession for us”
. (Romans 8:34).

became it.

At the time the Book of
Hebrews was written, the
Temple in Jerusalem was still
standing and a high priest was
there representing the people.
Paul’s audience needed to
understand that a better High
Priest was representing them in
Heaven. This superior Mediator
did not just offer their sacrifice
for sin to God; He became the
sacrifice. The writer of Hebrews
told them, “And being made
perfect, he became the author
of eternal salvation unto all
them that obey him” (Hebrews
5:9). By shedding His Blood on
the Cross to make atonement for
sin, Jesus confirmed that He was
the very Author of salvation.

Jesus is superior

In chapter 4 of Hebrews, we find
three more ways in which Jesus
is superior to the high priests of
the Old Covenant. Paul wrote,
“For we have not an high priest
which cannot be touched with
the feeling of our infirmities;
but was in all points tempted
like as we are, yet without sin.
Let us therefore come boldly
unto the throne of grace, that
we may obtain mercy, and find

APOSTOLICFAITH.ORG 15
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doings, and the Lord helped
me to do it.

Another miracle God did
when He saved me was to
heal me of an ailment I’d had
for years. Every summer, |
would develop painful blisters
on my feet, to the point that
I would not be able to put on
shoes. More than once, | went
to the doctor and was given
an ointment to use, but it did
not take away the problem.
One foot was so bad that |
wondered if it would need to be
amputated someday. However,
the summer after | was saved, |
found out God had taken away
that disease completely. That
was the first time in years that
| was able to wear shoes the
whole summer.
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“ANOTHER MIRACLE GOD DID WHEN HE SAVED ME WAS TO HEAL ME OF
AN AILMENT I’D HAD FOR YEARS. EVERY SUMMER, | WOULD DEVELOP
PAINFUL BLISTERS ON MY FEET, TO THE POINT THAT | WOULD NOT
BE ABLE TO PUT ON SHOES. ... THE SUMMER AFTER | WAS SAVED, |
FOUND OUT GOD HAD TAKEN AWAY THAT DISEASE COMPLETELY.”

At church, | also learned
about sanctification and began
seeking that experience. In
December of the same year |
was saved, at my first camp
meeting in Bulawayo, God
sanctified me. The experience
was just as real as salvation had
been. At salvation | felt such joy,
and when God sanctified me, He
gave me an abundance of peace.

There was still more that God
had in store for me. He knew
I needed power to be able to
serve Him. It was a few years
later, as | was tarrying in prayer
after a regular church service,
that He baptized me with the
Holy Ghost. It made another big
difference in my life, because
God gave me power to do more
for Him.

“At my first camp meeting in Bulawayo, God
sanctified me. The experience was just as real
as salvation had been. At salvation I felt such
joy, and when God sanctified me, He gave me

an abundance of peace.”

Mudzimu and his
wife, Christine

»
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God has done many wonderful works in my
life, including leading my career in amazing
ways. Around age twenty-eight, | started
thinking about marriage, and | sought the Lord
in prayer about it. In the right time, He led a
beautiful woman into my life, and we married
in 2007. Shortly afterward, He opened a way
for us to relocate to South Africa through my
work. The following year, we were blessed with
a baby boy, Thapelo (which means “prayer” in

Zulu), and God gave us a daughter, Kayla, six
years later.
After living in South Africa for a few years,

through my work another opportunity came up,
which would have moved us to Canada. We really

wanted to go there, and we tried everything to
make it happen, but God did not allow it. We
did not know why He closed the door to us. In
time, though, we understood. In 2015, God

opened a different door for us and allowed us to

start a business in South Africa. He has blessed
the business and grown it to include several
employees, and we praise Him for it.

Over the years, God has healed our family
many times, and those events have been
spiritual landmarks in our lives. One time, my
niece called to let me know that my sister had
been admitted to the hospital. This was during
the COVID pandemic and my sister was taken
to a public hospital, which meant we were not
allowed to visit her. We did not know what was
wrong with her and the doctors refused to let
usinside. | prayed about what to do, and God
gave me the courage to put my faith in Him and
ask the hospital to release her into her family’s

“Around age twenty-eight, I
started thinking about marriage,
and I sought the Lord in prayer
about it. In the right time, He led
a beautiful woman into my life,
and we married in 2007.”

24 THE APOSTOLIC FAITH

HLIV4 21701S0dVY 3HL 0¢

JN0J 104 YIOA MIN ‘UApjooag
0} panow | jooyds Y31y Jayy

S.}1—,JeAluied, pajjed Sulylawos si a1ay) Jeak A1ans
‘spue]si 8y} u| "pJo7 ay3 Ui sn padeinodua skemje

A3y pue ‘siapea) yinoA ay) awedaq ‘efdaped 1a3sis

poo Aq pauado si00q

‘9}IM SIY pue uudd apA|) Jayolg 'saniAide JaY30

pue sadIAJaS YInoA pioy 03 uedaq am pue yaanyd

‘pooysoqydiau ay3 ur Auowisay
Inyamod e sem i pue Ajarejdwod
WSy} palanl)sp ploTayL "poo

0} 3ujwod payeys a)doad SunoA ajow ‘Dwiy uj

aw 03 Suiyrhiana awedaq jadsoo sy pue

po9 jo s3uly3 ay3 panoj | "piemioy ssald o3 pujw

01 S3AI| JI3Y3 paJapualins e pey | ‘Adesauod ayy uQ “yoeq Suiuini jo 3ysnoys
puegsnyJsy puesys joq  ;opasu pue snuy sem 19dson sy 1ey3 3IGNOP ou pey |

pue ‘pakosisap aq 03 uapA|g
101584 0} $]00) YRIOYD}M J3Y |8
1y3nouqg ays ids dluowsap e
W0J4 9DUBIDAIIDP SUI29S dwed
pue 1edyd3M Ul PIAJOAUL U]
pey oym Jejndiied up uewom
DUO JOqUBWIAI | ‘PIARS DM

«

sinos Auew pue ‘sn uowe .

s9oeJiw Auew pip pJo7aylL

'PO9 yim saouaadxa jeuositad umo Aw pey usyy
pue yonw oS passau}im pey | 9snedaq SuoJis sem

yaey A 12dsoo ay3 ui spually Suiney Jou J9AO

9183435 3,UpIp | Inq ‘Y24nyd ay3 ui 9jdoad Sunok
OU ISOW|E 2J9M 2133 ‘PIABS SEM | W3 Y} Y
aw pad)ay po9 Inq ‘93ua)eyd jeas e aq pjnod ey |
"W INOYIM ¥de( SWOD 3,U0(,, ‘OW |9} pjnom

ya4nyd 03 3uiwod paddols pey oym uosiad e 0y

¥]e3 03 03 0M3 40 PUBLY B Y3IM S puds Jo s3uieawl

'00}49Aeid 0} 03SeM 0P PINOD 15515 3y 3e yoeaud 0] sW ySe SaWIIBWOS PINOM SH

A3y le—ad1Alas yaanyd ayl pjoy
1,Up|N0d aMm 1ey) 3U0J3S 0S Sem poo)
Joamod ay} ‘si00p sy} psuado
Aayy uayp “Aep xau ay3 921AI9S
3ujuiow Aepuns ayy oy SuiaLe
2J1om 9)doad J1un pakeis am ‘sawiny
Auey 19y1a30} poo duisield pue

‘Ajlen1uiids aw painyinu ay pue pao ay oy uojssed
Aw mes uapAjg Joised ‘aJay3 skemje sem | ‘Aiasiuiw
10§ UM U2INYD 343 219YMAISAT 003 PIP | pUE ‘po9)

Joj|eaz e pey Aay ] ‘pade} Aay3 S|ey yeym Jayew

OU P07 3Y3 40} pools A3y "po9 jo sSuiyl ay3 ul

jua)sisiad asam uoedai3uod uno ui ajdoad ay |

]19M se adualadxa Jey3 panladal Uoos pue poo

Buiduis isn[‘yaanyd je sguiuans Supteas 3day | 15049 AJoH au3 yam pazideq aq o3

Kepinjes yuads usyo ap) *poo J0}
AKi3uny Aian asam spesy inQ
‘91doad siH yum

dABY NOA,, ‘DWW 0} 3Ul]}9)} pariels ays A)aleipawiw}
pue 4oy yym 3uikesd sem | 9]1ym aw paijizoues
p407 9y da3s 3xau ay3 aye} 03 dw 3uidesnodus

pue pio7 dy3 Joj op 03 s3uly} 24343 Y81 Sem 1IeMa)1S J93SIS asnedaq saduauadxe

paxoe) Janau ap “Aem A|po3 e
ur uny aney sn dijay pue sanl
Jenuids ano aping o1 ‘yinoA ayy

J2dasp Aw dA19234 03 dW 10} 3U0] e} 10U PIP }|

poo jo

Jojyoeaqayi oy duyeaziuesio  uawom pue udaw AyySiw Aq dn pauresy

pinom siapea) ya4nyd 4no ‘skep
950y} uQ "an0] d)jdoad unoA
1sow jeyy assydsowne Ayed
e yum jeanssy Ajpodun ‘Siq e

‘K103 SIH 404 31 9sn 03 sw 3uidjay
Joj pue ‘aw aAe3 9H 3210/ 33 40} POD Huey} |
‘s3uieaw uosud je 3uls 0} aw mojje 03 uapA|g

"T96T Ul Youny yuvy d1j03sody a1puly 2310110YD ay1 Jo U01DIPap oYL 2

poonf
£y s)p11 1YMm
1913DW OU PAOT
a1 40f poo3s Lay,
'poD Jo sbuyy oy3
U1 JUd1S1S4ad a49Mm
u01VHaLbuod Ano

u1 91doad ay,,

Jesus offers us the greatest
invitation ever extended. He

invites us into the Holy of
Holies, to the throne of grace.

Jesus resisted by quoting Scripture, and
His triumph opened the way for our
victory.

A key reason why Jesus suffered
temptation is given in Hebrews 2:17-18. It
says, “Wherefore in all things it behoved
him to be made like unto his brethren,
that he might be a merciful and faithful
high priest in things pertaining to God,
to make reconciliation for the sins of
the people. For in that he himself hath
suffered being tempted, heis able
to succour them that are tempted.”

We can look to our great High Priest
for encouragement, strength, and
an example of how to prevail over
temptation.

He grants us access to God. Jesus
offers us the greatest invitation ever
extended. He invites us into the Holy
of Holies, to the throne of grace. The
moment He died, the veil in the Temple
that separated the people from the
Holy of Holies tore in two—from the
top down. The Ark of the Covenant with
its mercy seat, where the presence of
God dwelt, was exposed. Where once
only the high priest could go, and even
then only once a year, now everyone
has access.

Through His death, Jesus, our
great High Priest, made a way for us
to approach the very throne of God.

Animal sacrifices could not remove
sin, but through the Blood of Jesus,
we can be saved and sanctified—our
sins forgiven and our hearts cleansed
from all unrighteousness. We can be
reconciled to God, made ready to enter
His presence.

Because Jesus opened the way,
we can “come boldly to the throne
of grace,” approaching God with
confidence that He will hear and answer
our prayers. The writer of Hebrews
explained, “Having therefore, brethren,
boldness to enter into the holiest by
the blood of Jesus, by a new and living
way, which he hath consecrated for
us, through the veil, that is to say, his
flesh; and having an high priest over
the house of God; let us draw near with
atrue heartin full assurance of faith,
having our hearts sprinkled from an evil
conscience, and our bodies washed with
pure water” (Hebrews 10:19-22).

God is waiting to hear from us. Day
or night, we can call on Him. Jesus has
invited us into His presence.

One Mediator

Under the Old Covenant of the Law,
people relied on fallible men to
represent them before God. We are
blessed to live in the dispensation of a
better way; we have a superior Mediator.
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Why Jesus Is
a Greater
High Priest

« Hecanrelate to us -
He suffered and was
rejected by his closest
companions.

« He gives usvictory - His
triumph over temptation
opened the way for ours.

« He grantsus access -
The veil to the Holy of
Holies was torn and now
we can come boldly to

the throne of grace.

 He continually
intercedes forus -
Right now, Jesus is
representing us before
the Father.

. 4

Heis Jesus, and He is the only
way. “For there is one God, and
one mediator between God and
men, the man Christ Jesus”

(1 Timothy 2:5).

Today, Jesus is at the right
hand of the Father interceding
for us. How wonderful to
know that the Son of God is
representing you and me to
the Father right now! With
Jesus as our advocate, we can
have victory. He “is able also
to save them to the uttermost
that come unto God by
him, seeing he ever liveth to
make intercession for them”
(Hebrews 7:25). We thank God
for our great High Priest!

Rev. Pete Sferle
is pastor of

the Apostolic
Faith Church

in Sacramento,
California.
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WITNESS

BY MUDZIMU MATE
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ONCE RELIGIOUS,
NOW REDEEME

Mudzimu discovered the wonderful change that

true salvation could make in his life.

sfarbackas|
can remember,
I always loved
God. My family
was Christian
and | attended
a missionary school in
Zvishavane, Zimbabwe. As a
young boy, | was involved in
our church choir, the Scripture
Union, the Preacher’s Club,
and eventually became one of
the youth leaders. Yet, despite
all those Christian activities,
there was no sense of
satisfaction in my heart. | was
doing everything | thought
a Christian should do, but
something was still missing.
After graduating from
college, | started working
and was no longer involved
with church activities as | had
been before. For a brief time,
I took on sinful habits like
drinking and smoking. Those
choices made me feel even
more empty inside. There was
no happiness in my life, and
I knew that whatever was
missing was not something
that work or friends could offer.

) Mudzimu with his wife and
children at camp meeting in
Portland, Oregon, in 2024.
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I just told God, “I want to end at

that city foursquare,” and God

came down and saved my soul.
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A Algernon Blyden, pastor of the

Charlotte Amalie church from
1958-2001.

there as the people prayed and
praised God. Through that, |
could see that these people had
something real. At the same
time, | found out that Pastor
Blyden had worked in real estate

“Sister Stewart said

to me, ‘Bernice,
why don’t you just
come and give your
heart to the Lord?”

before he was a Christian, and
he had been wealthy. He had
owned property and some
stores, but when the Lord saved
him, he gave them up to serve
God. He began to preachin the
streets and went door to door
telling people about the Lord.
| also noticed that sometimes
his shoes had holes in them. He
looked poor to me, and | felt
that might happen to my mom
too because of the way she was
giving away groceries. As a little
girl, the things | was seeing did
not make sense to me.

| kept going to church with
my mom but didn’t pray for
myself because | was mostly
there to find fault. Also, | had a
reputation in the neighborhood
for being bossy, almost to the
point of being a bully. My mom
was generous with customers,
but | was not! | didn’t let anyone
get away with anything, at the
store or at school. Because of
my reputation, | knew that if |
became a Christian, the kids |

usually bossed around would
make fun of me.

When | was thirteen years
old, one day the church
workers held a street meeting
at the town square market.
That particular time, one of
the vendors did not want the
church service to be held, so
he called the police to remove
us. However, when the police
arrived, they just stood and
watched the meeting. After
it ended they told Pastor
Blyden, “We were sent here to
remove you from this corner
but something kept us back. We
couldn’t do it.” The power of God
was so real that it stopped them.

Even though | had seen God’s
power fall among His people
many times, this incident made
an impression on me. | began
to realize that the Gospel was
bigger than just the church
group—it was real even for the
police officers. Not long after
that, following a church service,
awoman named Sister Stewart
said to me, “Bernice, why don’t
you just come and give your
heart to the Lord?” That day,

I surrendered to God, and He
changed my whole being and the
course of my life, for the better.

Our church had open
windows, so everyone
outside could see that |
had been praying. Before |
left the building, the whole
neighborhood knew that Bernice
had gotten saved, and they
couldn’t believe it! The other
kids teased me saying, “Ain’t
no way you are a Christian.

»

The
Charlotte
Amalie
Apostolic
Faith
Church in
St. Thomas
in 1973.
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Anybody could be a Christian,
but not you!” It didn’t seem
real to them, but it was for me,
and it only became more real
as time went on. Because of
what God had done for me, |
was no longer worried about
what the neighborhood kids
thought of me. In fact, | started
trying to encourage them to
come to the Lord.

A voice captured for God

I have always loved to sing. As

a child, in the evenings my dad
used to ask me to sing for him
to help him unwind after a tiring
day at work. Sometimes | would
be singing alone outside and
then look up and find neighbors
in ouryard listening. In fact,
later | found out that Sister
Stewart heard me from her
house, and she started praying,
“Lord, capture this voice for
You.” | barely knew who she was
then, but the Lord honored her
prayers.

One day, shortly after | was
saved, a gentleman came to
our house selling insurance. |
was in the kitchen singing when
my mother answered the door,
and the salesman heard me. He
was so impressed that he asked
my mom if he could record me
and send my song to someone
he knew. We agreed, thinking
nothing of it, and I sang him
one of the love songs that | had
written myself. A while later
he came back and said a radio
station liked my song and would
pay me to introduce it on the air!
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