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Did you ever stop to think that the ground at the 
foot of the Cross is level? In God’s eyes, you’re nei-
ther smart nor dumb, rich nor poor, good looking nor 
homely. Until you kneel in repentance, you’re simply 
a sinner—a person in need of God’s saving grace.

We all begin with zero. We have nothing to offer 
God. However, once we have been born again, we 
might compare the growth of our Christian life to a 
course in arithmetic. God offers so many attributes 
He would like to see added to our lives. Let’s think 
about some of them.

Humility, forgiveness, obedience, purity, . . . We 
can look at 2 Peter 1:5-7 and find a whole list! “Add 
to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge; and 
to knowledge temperance; and to temperance pa-
tience; and to patience godliness; and to godliness 
brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity 
[love]”. That gives us much to work with.

As we try, with God’s help, to add these qualities 
to our lives, we’ll discover an exciting formula which 
works every time—when we add, God will multiply 
our blessings. Can we say that total commitment 
equals total joy? Let’s SEARCH for the answer to-
gether this quarter!

Note: At times, the lessons are taught out of sequence to coincide with holidays. See the accompanying 
datesheet for the current lesson schedule, which is also available online at www.apostolicfaith.org. 





Theme Thoughts
The Apostle Peter, through the inspiration of the 

Holy Spirit, has given us a formula. We read: “And  
beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; 
and to virtue knowledge; and to knowledge temperance; 
and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness; 
and to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly 
kindness charity.” It is promised that “if these things 
be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall 
neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of 
our Lord Jesus Christ” (2 Peter 1:5-8). With a promise 
such as this, we would do well to dig deep into the 
full meanings of these qualities. We, as Christians, 
must add them to our spiritual character so we can  
fulfill Christ’s charge to us to bring forth fruit.

It is possible that Peter presented these attributes 
in an intended progression. Taking these attributes  
as a basis for our quarter, we have included several 
others which are important to the development of 
Christian character.

As you study each of these lessons, be aware of how 
these attributes overlap and build on each other.
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