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During this summer 
we will learn why it 
is best to obey God. 
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We will find out 
why we can always 
trust God. 
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God used people who 
obeyed Him. We will 
learn about some of 
them. 
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Learning an Important Lesson 
"Hi, Mom. I'm home," Tricia called. 
"Hi, Honey," her mother answered. 

"How was your day at school?" 
"Not too great," Tricia replied sadly 

as she took off her jacket. "I didn't get 
a very good grade on my reading test." 

Her mother looked puzzled. "Really? 
What was the problem? We went over 
al l  that material last night and I 
thought you seemed to know it." 

Tr ic ia sighed. "Well, the biggest 
problem was that I didn't follow the 
instructions. On the last part of the 
test, Mrs. Cooper gave five questions. 
I was supposed to answer each 
question with a complete sentence. 

Instead, I just wrote one word 
answers so I could finish faster. Mrs. 
Cooper gave me a zero on that part." 

Tricia's Mom hugged her gently. "I'm 
sorry, Tricia. I know this test was an 
important part of your grade and you 
did study hard for it. But do you think 
you have learned a lesson from this?" 

"Yeah . . .  " Tricia said thoughtfully. 
"I'm learning that you really do have 
to follow directions i f  you want things 
to come out right. I should have 
already learned that by now. 
Remember how mixed up I got on my 
piano lesson last week just because I 
didn't follow the instructions?" 
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Jonah's Journey 
It was a terrible storm. Men were 

shaking me and shouting, "Jonah, 
Jonah, wake up! Pray to your God! 
This storm must stop or we wi l l  all 
drown! Hurry, Jonah!" 

I jumped to my feet and nearly fell 
as the ship rolled from one side to the 
other. I ran up onto the deck and saw 
some men throwing cargo boxes and 
other things over the side, into the 
water. Other men were praying to 
their gods to stop the storm. 

I knew all of this was happening 
because I did not obey God. He had 
told me to go to Nineveh and preach to 
the wicked people there. God loved 

them and wanted them to be saved 
and to love Him. But I did not want to 
go, so I was running away. 

I turned to the men who had 
followed me up onto the deck. "God 
has found me. I f  you want the storm to 
stop, you must throw me into the sea." 

"No, Jonah," said the men. "We 
cannot do that! Just pray to your God." 

"It is the only way," I said. "I have 
disobeyed God." 

I knew they did not understand. 
They did not want to throw me 
overboard. But, they said i f  that was 
the only way to stop the storm, they 
would have to do it. 
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Father's Day 
It's Father's Day! Have you been 

having some special thoughts about 
your dad? Maybe you have been 
thinking about what you could do for 
him or give him on this day. 

Did you ever stop to think that 
fathers come in all sizes, shapes, and 
colors? 

Some are rich, some poor, and some 
in-between. 

Some are happy and fun to be with; 
others are grumpy. 

Some live with their children and 
some live elsewhere. 

Some love Jesus and serve Him; 
others may never go to church. 

Some find little jobs to do together 
with their kids; others don't. 

Some dads are healthy, but some 
dads are sick and can't do many 
things. 

Some scold or discipline when you've 
done something you shouldn't. Does 
that mean they don't love you? 

Now, which fathers should be 
obeyed? 

Did you say, "All of them"? You're 
right. 

Jesus wants children to listen to 
their parents and then do what they 
are told. That will make parents happy, 
and it will make Jesus happy too. 
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Washing in the Muddy Jordan 
Captain N aaman could not believe 

his ears! Had he heard the servant 
right? Surely i t  could not be true that 
God's helper, Elisha, had sent that 
message! The servant had said he was 
to go and wash himself seven times in 
the Jordan River. 

What good could washing in  any 
river do? How could his skin be healed 
with water? N aaman had bathed 
many times at his home in the country 
of Syria. That water had not changed 
the way his skin looked, not one bit. 

The l itt le maid who lived in  his 
house had told his wife about the 
prophet, Elisha, who lived in Samaria. 

N amaan had been sure that E l isha 
would come out of his house and lay 
his hands on him and pray loudly to 
his God to take away the sickness. But 
instead, only a servant came out of the 
house! And the servant told him to do 
this strange th i ng -go  and wash 
seven times in the Jordan River. 

Naaman said he would rather go to 
the rivers in  his own country. There 
were two beautiful, clean rivers near 
his home. And he had seen the Jordan 
River on his way into Samaria to find 
Elisha. The water was dirty, with mud 
along the sides, and bugs floating on 
it. Who would want to wash in that? 
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Gideon Obeys God 
Gideon could hardly believe that 

God wanted him to lead the Children 
of Israel into battle. He asked God to 
please show h im i f  this was really 
true. So God did show him in  a very 
special way. 

That night, Gideon laid a piece of 
woolly sheepskin, called a fleece, on 
the ground. I f  the fleece was wet in the 
morning and the ground was dry, then 
he would know that God wanted to use 
him. 

Ear ly  the next day, Gideon hurried 
out to where he had laid the fleece. He 
picked i t  up. It was full of water! But 
the ground all around i t  was dry! 

Still, Gideon wanted to be extra sure 
that God wanted him to be the leader. 
He asked God not to be angry but to 
please give him a little more proof. He 
put the fleece out again that night. 
This time he wanted the fleece to be 
dry in the morning and the ground to 
be wet. 

As  Gideon went out the next 
morning he could see that the ground 
everywhere was wet. Would the fleece 
be dry? It was! And now he knew for 
sure that he was to lead the Children 
of Israel into battle. 

There were thirty-two thousand men 
i n  Gideon's army. God told h im that 

P.P. 23a-1 - 9 

Lesson 23a





A Big Decision 
Julie stared at the soft patch of light 

on the ceiling above her bed. She 
couldn't sleep. Julie had a problem! 

At the dinner table this evening, 
Mama had told Daddy that Grandma 
wanted Julie to spend the summer 
vacation with her and Grandpa. Julie 
had never been away from home for 
that long before, but she loved going to 
Grandma's. Mama had asked Daddy 
what he thought. "What does Julie 
want to do?" he asked. They told her to 
think about it. 

Now she couldn't sleep. She thought 
about the trip her mother and father 
were planning to take. It would be fun 

to go with them, she thought. But i f  I 
stay with Grandma I'll get to go to the 
camp meeting with her and to the 
youth camp afterward. She always 
helps at the youth camp. Grandma 
says I would have lots of fun. 

Julie loved being with Grandma and 
Grandpa. They told her Bible stories, 
and showed her where to find those 
stories in her own Bible. They had 
even given her the Bible she had just 
read out of tonight. It was Grandma 
and Grandpa who had prayed with 
her when she had asked Jesus to come 
into her heart. She still remembered 
that night and how happy she had 
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Nothing Is Impossible With God 
Have you ever tried to jump over a 

really high fence? You found i t  
impossible, didn't you? There are many 
things in life that are impossible for all 
of us but there is Someone who can do 
the impossible. It is God! Sometimes 
He uses men and women to do 
impossible things for Him. 

Many years ago the people of Israel 
found that they needed God's help. The 
Philistines had treated them very 
badly for forty years. It was impossible 
for them to free themselves. God sent 
help in a very unusual way. 

There was a man of Israel, named 
Manoah. He and his wife had no 

children. God sent an angel to tell 
them that He would give them a son. 
But there were special instructions for 
the child. He was to have a very 
special diet and he was never to have 
his hair cut. When the child grew up, 
God would work through him to free 
the Children of Israel. When the baby 
was born, his parents named him 
Samson. 

As Samson grew older, God's Spirit 
made him very strong. With his bare 
hands he ki l led a lion, and another 
time he destroyed a thousand enemies 
with the jawbone of a donkey. 

But  one day Samson made a very 
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A Good Choice 
Lauri curled up in the corner of the 

couch with the open Bible storybook 
on her lap. She was going to read one 
of her favorite Bible stories. 

"What story did you choose for 
tonight, Honey?" asked Lauri's 
mother. 

"I'm going to read about Queen 
Esther. I think it's so wonderful how 
she was chosen to be queen. There 
were probably a lot of other girls who 
were hoping they would be chosen." 
Then Lauri asked, "Do you know why 
I chose this story?" 

"No, I don't. But I'm sure you have 
some special reason," said her mother. 

"You're right. For our Sunday school 
project we are supposed to choose a 
Bible character and tell how God used 
that person. We are also supposed to 
tell why that person was chosen by 
God. We need to tell i f  they were brave 
or loyal or obedient or other things 
like that. I think I'll tell the story of 
Esther." 

"That would be a good one, Lauri," 
said her mother. 

"Mom, wil l you help me make a list 
of some of the things about Esther's 
life. I wi l l  need to tell the reason she 
was chosen to be queen. I know she 
was beautiful, but . . .  " Lauri wrinkled 

P.P. 23d-1 - 15 

Lesson 23d





Noah's Big Boat 
Many, many years ago a man named 

Noah built a huge boat. Other people 
have built boats, but  tha t  one was 
very special. God told Noah to build 
that  one. God even told him what size 
to make it, and what kind of wood to 
use. 

Do you know why God wanted Noah 
to build that  big boat? God knew Noah 
would need i t  when the Flood came. 
Do you know what a flood is? That is 
when all the ground is covered with 
water. God was going to send so much 
rain t ha t  the whole earth would be 
covered with water. He was going to 
do tha t  because all the people in the 

world were being very b a d - a l l  the  
people except Noah and his family. 
Noah loved God. The other people 
didn't love God. 

No one had ever seen a flood before. 
They did not believe i t  would really 
happen. But Noah believed God. He 
and his family started right away to 
build the big boat. 

When Noah's boat was finished, God 
told him to take a t  least two of every 
kind of animal into the boat. I wonder 
what the people thought when they 
saw all the bears and lions and 
elephants and monkeys and other 
animals go into the boat. 
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Abraham Trusted God 
One day God looked down from 

Heaven and saw a man named Abram, 
whose name was later changed to 
Abraham. He lived in a tent in the 
land of Ur. Most of the people who 
lived in that country prayed to idols. 
They didn't love God. But Abraham 
loved God. He prayed to God and tried 
to do God's will. 

God could see that Abraham loved 
Him, even though sinful people lived 
all around him. Because Abraham was 
faithful, God chose him to be part of a 
very important plan. God was going to 
send Jesus to this earth so that people 
could be saved from their sins. He 

wanted Jesus to be born into a special 
family. Abraham was chosen to be the 
father of this special family because 
he believed and trusted God. He 
would do whatever God said. 

"Take your family and leave this 
place," God told Abraham. "Go to a 
land far away that I wil l show you. I 
will make your family a great people. 
A l l  the families of the earth wi l l  be 
blessed because of you." 

Abraham obeyed God. He called his 
whole family together. They helped 
him gather his sheep and his cattle. 
They helped him pack his tents and 
everything else that he owned. Then 
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   How would you like to be a spy? 
Wouldn't it be exciting to be sent on a 
secret mission? What if you were sent 
to a faraway place and told to search 
through the land? You would have to 
take notes and then report back to the 
person who sent you. That person 
would expect you to tell carefully 
about everything that you had seen 
and heard. Do you think you would 
have a hard time remembering 
everything?
   A spy has to be a very special 
person. He must be someone who can 
be trusted, someone who will obey 
orders and bring back a true report. A 

spy must be brave and strong, not 
afraid and weak.
   Many years ago, God gave special 
instructions to Moses, the leader of 
the Children of Israel. Moses was to 
choose twelve spies to go into the 
land of Canaan and look all around. 
Their job would be to find out all 
about the country. Was it a good land 
or bad? How large were the cities? 
How many people lived in the land? 
The spies were also told to bring back 
some of the fruit that was grown in 
Canaan. They were to show this fruit 
to Moses and the people. 
   Among the twelve spies chose by   

Two Brave Spies





The Day the Walls Fell 
Moses had been a great leader of 

God's people. But when Moses died 
Joshua became the new leader. God 
had chosen Joshua and promised to 
always be with him. 

God told Joshua that he was to lead 
the people into the land of Canaan. 
This was the land that  God had 
promised to His people many years 
before. Now it was time for them to go 
and live in the land. Jericho was the 
first city that the people came to in the 
land of Canaan. It had to be captured!· 

Jericho was a strong city that  was 
surrounded by high walls. How was 
Joshua going to capture that city? He 

was glad he didn't have to figure it  out 
all by himself. He trusted God to help 
him. God gave Joshua a plan. The 
plan sounded very strange. I t  wasn't 
the kind of plan you or I would 'have 
thought of. 

This is what God told Joshua to do. 
For six days Joshua was to have the 
people of Israel march silently around 
Jericho. The only sound that would be 
heard each day, was the sound of 
seven trumpets. The trumpets would 
be blown by seven priests. On the 
seventh day they were to march 
around the city seve:n times. And on 
the seventh time everyone was to 
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A Witness for Jesus 
John the Baptist was a special 

person. To look at him, you might not 
think so because he did not dress like 
other people. His  clothes were made 
from camel's hair and leather. His food 
was locusts ( those are very large 
grasshoppers) and wild honey. He 
didn't have time to worry about the 
fancy things of life. He had a very 
important message to tell everyone-
"Get ready because the Savior has 
come!" 

John preached to large crowds of 
people. Many of them had sin in their 
hearts. They needed to change. But  
there were also some people who 

already loved God. They didn't like all 
the sin that was going on around 
them. They were praying for a Savior 
to come. They wanted Someone who 
would make everything better. 

Well, the Savior had come. Jesus 
was the Savior. Bu t  the people 
thought that Jesus was only a 
carpenter from Nazareth. He was just 
thirty years old. He lived quietly at 
home with His family. The people had 
never seen Jesus do any miracles yet. 
They had never heard H i m  preach. 
How could He, just a carpenter's son, 
be their Savior? They didn't know that 
He was really God's Son. 
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